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T. 0 THE 
PEOPL-E 


OF MY 


CHARGE. 


e is none of the leaſt or moſt 
WP inconſiderable Arguments to 
evince and prove the Digni- 
ty and Preciouſneſs of the 
Soul of Man, that Almigh- 
we ty Gop bas been pleaſed 
to inſtitute a Sacred and Divine Office in his 
Church, on Purpoſe for the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of it: and to appoint a diſtin Order 
ef Men (his Miniſters I mean) wheſe whole 
Employ: and Concern it is peculiarly 1 
watch over the Souls of bis People, and 
ta be accountable to him for the el In 
this. & Service of GoÞ, and of 
| ' ; ava SF. -* or 


— — Dd —< — 


To the people 


- Jour Souls, I have now worn out more than 


© three- Apprenticeſhips among Jome of yon, 


: ' endeavouring, with my utmoſt Care and 


Diligence, to excite the Careleſs and Un- 
cencern'd Sinner on the one hand, and to 
direct the weak and doubting 2 briſtian 
on the other, to the Practice of their re- 
¶ſpective Duties; for it is hard to ſay from 
which Religion ſuffers moſt, whether from 
the Want of Zeal in ſome, or from the 
Aliſtakes of Zeal in others. Beſt des my 
Publick Advices to you in Go 0's Houſe, 
yur Conſciences can witneſs for me, that 
T have taken ſome Pains, (and, if Go p 
continue my Health, I reſolve to take much 
more) in the Duty of private Inſpeftion, 
and miniſterial Conference with you, in 
our own Houſes, in order to your Prepa- 
ration for that Venerable Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, hich, tothe great Scan- 
dal of our moſt Holy Religion, is fo ame- 
fully neglected by Multitudes of Perſons-pro- 
feſſ py 4 ng — of all Perſwaſions a- 
mongſt us; exborting you alſo to ſet up Re- 
ligion and the Worſhip of Go Dp in your 

private Families, that Gop may 
where you dwell. But the Anfwver of ma- 
#y of you has been this: We want Abilities ;, 
S are willing, but not able to a : 
thoſe Duties without ſome Aſſiſtance : In 
great Charity therefore to thoſe of you who 

" ws. 


"> 


| of my Charge. 
want ſuch a Help as this, and are willing 
to make uſe of it, I put this ſmall Book in- | 
to your Hands, which I intrent you to ac- = 
cept, both as an Inſtance of my Duty, and 
as a Monitor of our own. 43 
| Know aſſuredly, Sirs, it will be the +. 
| Portion of many of Go p' Miniflers at 
the Great Day (I pray Go p it may never 
be mine) to be called forth as Witneſſes 
againſt their oↄο People; when Almighty 
Go p will thus interrogate us in the Pre- 
ſence of Men and Angel: Did you not 
* admoniſh ibis People of the Sin and 
C Danger of a reſolute Impiety * Did you 
% not warn them of their Negleft of 
| % Sacraments and Holy Duties, publick- 
« ly, privately, and perſonally ? * "Muſt 
we not plainly and faithfully declare, 
That all our melting Intreaties, and paf-- 
ſionate Importunities, could never prevail 
with you to part with your Sins; but y 
would chooſe rather io gratify your Luſts, 
| Than 10 obey your Reaſon? Then will 
| our Lord ſay unto us, I pronounce you 
pure and innocent from the Blood of 
«© theſe Men. O joyful Word to us! 
But to Sinners will be ſay, ** Your De- 
«© firuftion be upon your own Heads: 
„% What could I, or my Miniſters, bave 
«© done more for you, that has not been 
* done? . Therefore, Depart ye Curſed, 
I 1 * 


To the People 
<< into Everlaſting Miſery.” O doleful 
Words to them! Gop grant, that your 
and my Ears may never hear it. | 
' Beloved, it is your Commendation and 
my Comfort, that when in this wanton 
Age a Spirit of Giddineſs has poſſeſs d the 
Minas of many, that they are toſſed to and 
fro with every Wind of Doctrine, trying 
all Things indeed, but holding faſt No- 
thing, you have been unanimous in this 
Part of your Duty, keeping cloſe to the 


publick Aſſemblies, and continuing ſtedfaſt 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and Chriſtian 


Fellouſbip, and in breaking of Bread, and 
in Prayers. | 

But know, that the beſt Communion and 
beſt Religion in the World, the hohieft 


Doctrine, and the pureſt Worſhip, will be 


of no avail to impure Worſhippers and 
impure Livers. Go p grant therefore, 
that you and I may oblige our ſubves to 


ſuch an eminent and exemplary Piety of 


Converſation, in all the ſeveral Inſtances 
of our Duty, as may render the unſpotted 
Religion of the Holy Feſus venerable 10 
the World: and may Almighty Go p, who 
ſometimes delights to do great Things by 


weak Means, be pleaſe to ſucceed this 
well deſign'd Endeavour of mine, in order 


to your Advantage, that ſo'in Go p', 
Houſe, and your Own alſo, the moſt << 
n 


— ————— — —— — 1 — 


of my Charge.” 
lemn Afts and Exerciſes of Religious Wor- 
ſhip may be performed by you, with ſuch a 
becoming Gravity and Sincerity of Devotion, 
that the Name of our Lud may be glori- 
fied, your * * with @ Senſe of 
Pardon and Peace here, and everlaſtingly 


refreſt d with Joys unſpeakable and full of 
| Glory hereafter : So — 


Your Affectionate Miniſter, 
WILLIAM BuRKITT, 


Deen, 8 
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CHAP. L | 
Containing Dedrinal Infirudtions fer the right 
informing of the Fudgment. 


2 = OTHING con Man- 
1 concerns Man 


kind in general, ſo much as the 
TR Salvation of their Souls: This 
is the One Thing needful, and 
that which they are above all 
— Things to mind and regard. 

Now, in order to every Man's Salvation 
hereafter, Three Things are indiſpenſibly ne- 


ceſſary here ; namely, a right Knowledge, a 


right Faith, and a righteous Life. Know- 


ledge is the Foundation of our Faith, and Faith 


the Foundation of our Obedience, and Obedi- 


ence the Condition of our Happineſs : For al- 


thu' a Man may know the Will.of God, and 


not do it, yet he can never do it acceptably 
and not know it. A wilfully ignorant Man 
can neither ſerve God, nor be ſaved by bim. 

A 5 To- 


eee sans 


a 
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5  Defirinal Iuſtruttiun 

Towards the attaining of this Knowledge 
and Belief, which is ſo abfolutely neceſſary to 
Salvation, three great Things are required ; an 
humble Senſe of our own Ignorance, a Teach- 
able Diſpoſition and Readineſs of Mind to re- 
ceive Inſtruction, accompanied with an earneſt 
Invocation, and fervent Calling upon God for 
the promiſed Illuminations of his Holy Spirit. | 

More particularly, the Chief and Fundamen- | 
tal Principles of our Religion, neceſſary to be 
known and believed by all Perſons in order 
to their everlaſting Salvation, are theſe Four : 
I. Concerning God. II. Concerning Man. 
III. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator 
between God and Man. IV. Concerning the 
Way and Means to obtain Salvation by Chriſt, 
the only Mediator. _ 


I. Concerning GO D. 


It is neceſſary to know and believe the fol- 
lowing Particulars : Namely, 
1. That God is an infinite, inviſible, and 
immortal Spirit, without Bodily Parts or Paſ- 
fions, Almighty, All-knowing, every where 
preſent ; moſt Wiſe and Holy, moſt Juſt and | 
Righteous, moſt Good and Gracious : The 
following Scriptures will confirm your Belief of | 
the Truth of this, viz. St. Fohn 4. 24. God 
is a Spirit. St. Luke 24. 39. A Spirit hath 
not Fleſh and Bones. Exod. 34. 6, 7. The 
Lord paſſed by and preclaimed his Name, The 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, long-ſuffer- | 
ing, abundant in Gordnefſs and Truth, a | 
2. That there is but one true and ever-living | 
God, who being One in Nature; is yet Three 
» 0 , mn 


3 3 2 
the Holy Ghoſt, each Perſon having his proper 
Part and. Office in the Salvation of loſt Sinners. 
Namely, the Father as the Original and Foun- 
tain of it, the Son as the Manager and Tranſ- 
actor of it, and the Holy Ghoſt as the Applier 
and Sealer of it: See the following Scriptures; 
Deut. 6. 4. The Lord thy God is one Lord. 
1 Johns. 7. There are Three that bear Record 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoft, and theſe Three are One. St. John 15. 
26. But when the Comforter is come, whom I 
will ſend unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit f Truth, which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther, he ſhall teflify of me. Eph. 4. 30. Grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are 
ſealed unto the Day of Redemption. 

3. That theever-living and holy Lord God, 
by his Almighty Power and infinite Wiſdom, 
created the World, and all Things therein, out 
of nothing, and by his effeQtual Providence 
doth ſuſtain and preſerve them in Being ; and 
doth likewiſe govern and diſpoſe of all Things 
to his own Glory. Nehem. 2. 6. Thou art 
Lord alone, who beſt made the Heavens, and 
the Heaven of Heavens, with all their Hoſt, 
the Earth and all that are therein, and th! 
preſerveſt them all. | 


II. Concerning Man. 


Me are to know and believe, 

1. That Almighty God created Man ( Adam) 
after his own Image, which conſiſted in Know- 
| ledpe; Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs, giving 

him an holy Law for the Rule of his Obedi- 
3 11 : ence, 


4 Deftrinal Tnftruttions . 
ence, with Power to keep it, and a Promiſe of 
Liſe upon Condition of keeping it. Gen. 1. 27. 
So God created Man in his cum Image, in the 
Image of God created he him: Eccleſ. 7. 29. 
This only have I found, that God made Man 
upright. 'Y tb a my . 
2. That Man (Adam) being created in an 
Holy 7 yet in a mutable Condition, and 
under Poſſibility of falling, being tempted b 
Satan, and left to the —— of his — 
Will, did actually ſall from his Eſtate of In- 
nocency and Integrity, into a State of Sin and 
Miſery; Gen. 3. 6. And when the Woman ſaw 
that the Tree was goed for Food, and pleaſant 
to the Eye, ſhe took thereof, and did eat, and 
gave alſo unto her Husband, and he did eat. 
Eccleſ. 7. 29. God hath made Man upright, 
but he bath found out many Inventions. | 

3. That by reaſon of Man's Fall, his Nature 
is wholly corrupted with Original Sin, which is 
the Seed and Root of all other Sins, derived 
upon us by Natural Generation, whereby we 
are diſabled to that which is ſpiritually Good, 
and inclined to that which is Evil and Sinful. 
Gen. 5. 1. And Adam begat a Son in his own 
Likeneſs, after his Image. Plal. 51.1. Behold 
I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my 
Mother conceive me. Rom. 8. 22. So then 
they that are in the Flaſb cannot pleaſe God. 

4. That the Puniſhment due to every Sin is. 
Death and Hell; all Miſeries, Temporal, Spi- 
ritual and Eternal; Rom. 6. 23. The ages f 
Sin is Death. 2 2 « a0 * 

niſbed with everlaſling Deſtructian from the 
rg of the Lord, and from the Chas 
his P aver. .3 . T t 


for informing the Judgment. 5 
5. That Almighty God, pitying 


_ 17 


rable Miſery of our fallen Elite, has found gut. 
a Way, and appointed a Meagng for our] - 
rance from the Power and Puniſhment of, 25 


by a Mediator and Redeemer : Titus 3. 4, 5, 6. 
Aſter that the Kindneſs and Love of God our 
Saviour towards Man appeared, according to 
his Mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of Rege- 
neration, and renewing of the Holy Ge 
III. Concerning Chriſt the Mediator © 
between God and Man. 
We ought to know and believe, 

1. That Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son of. 
God, the ſecond. Perſon in the-Friniey, is the 
only Redeemer of loft Man, and the only Me- 
diator betwixt God and Man, from whom 
alone we are to expect Life and Salvation. 1 
Tim. 2. 5. There is one God, and one Mediator 
betwixt God and Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus. 
Acts 4.12. Neither is there Salvation in any 
other, for. there is no other Name given under 
Heaven, by whom we muft be ſaved. _ 

2. That Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer was 
both God and Man, having two Natures in 
one Perſon, a divine Nature as he was God, 
and a human Nature as Man; in which hu- 
man Nature he ſuffered for Sinners, and in his 
divine Nature ſatisfied the Juſtice of God for 
Sin: As 20. 28. Feed the Church of God 
which he has purchaſed with his own Blood. 
Heb. 10. 10. By the which Will we are ſanc- 
3 yl through the Offering of the Body of Feſus 
Ubrift once for all. | :-- 
3. That Chriſt our Redeemer having taken 


6 Dactrinal Infiruffions 
upon him bur Nature, liv'd here upon Earth 
above three and thirty Years, and did in our 
Stead, and for dur Sin, give full Satisfaction 
to the Juftice of his Father, by enduring moſt 
grievous Torments in his Soul, and by under- 
going moſt painful Sufferings in his Body ; 
was crucified, died, and was buried, and by 
his Death did conquer Sin and Satan, Death 
and Hell. Read the 26th and 27th Chapters 
of St. Matthew, which give a large Account 
of our Saviour's Sufferi 

4. That Jeſus Chriſt on the third Day aroſe 
again from the Dead, with the ſame Body in 
which he fuffered, with which Body alſo he 
aſcended into Heaven, and fitteth there, at the 
Right Hand of the Father, to intercedefor us, 
and by his Interceffion in Heaven, maketh Ap- 
plication of that Redemption which he wrought 
on Earth, from whence at the End of the 
World, he fhall come again to judge both Men 
and Devils, and to determine their Final and 
Eternal State; ſee Rom. 8. 34. Mois be that 
condemneth ? it is Chrift that died, yea rather, 
that is riſen again, who 1s even at the Right 
Hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for 
5. St. Matt. 13. 41, 42. The Son of Man 
ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather 
out of his Kingdom all Things which offend ; 


and them that do Iniquity ; and ſhall caft them 


into a Furnace of Fire, where ſhall be wailing 
and weeping, 8c. 


IV. Concerning the Way and Means to 
obtain Salvation by Chriſt. 


1. That the Way and Means appointed by 


for informihg the Fudgment. 7 
God for the Sitters Salvation thro” Jeſuy Chin: 
the Redermer, is by Faith,' Repentance; and: 
ſincere Obediener: 80 ſaith the Apoftte, 2 j 
2. 8. 2 8. By Grace ye are ſaved through Faith 
Acts 11, 18. Then hath God alſo 1s the Gen- 
— granted 12 unto Life. Heb. 5. 9. 
I became the Author of E ternal Salvation 
em that obey him. © 
2. That faving Faith is a Grace of the Holy 
Spirit, wrought in us by the Miniftry of the 
Word: whereby we do in our Underſtandings 
aſſent to the Doctrine of the Goſpel as true, and 
with our Wills embrace it as good ; and, accord- 
ing to that Revelation, do depend upon the 
Merits of Chriſt alone for Pardon of + Si and 
Eternal Life, on ſuch Conditions as the Goſpel 
has aſſured them upon; Rom. 10. 10. Withthe 
Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs. St. 
John 6. 68, 69. We believe and are ſure that 
thou art Chrift the Sen of the Living God. To 


whom ſhall we go? baſt the Words of 
Eternal Life. „ 
3. That true Repentance conſiſts in an hea 


Trouble and Sorrow for Sin paſt, in an hum 
Acknowledgment and penitential Confeſſion of 
Sin both paſt and prefent, but chiefly in ſuch 
ſtedſaſt Purpoſes and Reſolutions againſt Sin 
for the Time to come, as do produce actual 
Reformation and Amendment of Life. 2 Cor. 
7. 11. Ye forrowed after a godly ſort, what 
Carefulneſs did it work m you ? yea, what In- 
dignation ? yea, what Fear? yea, what vebe- 
ment Deſire? yea, what Revenge? Va. 5 5. 7. 
| Let the Wicked ferſake his Way, and turn, &c. 
Wo That — being a „ _ 
6 efor- 


8 . Dofirinldyfrufis ... 
Reſormation of our-J4 Lives, ST fick, 


3 it N then 1 OPER. 
know the Truth? of our Repentance, when we 
want Time and Opportunity to make Tri al of 
oe Sincerity of it. Ne. Mo Tow 3. 8. Bri ng forth 
9 Fat meet for Repentance. I. 55. 

eek ye now the 725 whilſt he may be found, 
„ 2 Cor. 6. 2. 
Behold, now is the accepted Time. 
5. That ſincere Obedience confiſtsin a Con- 
formity of Heart and Life to the Word and 
Will of God, from an unfeigned Love to God, 
anda fincere Delight i in keeping his Command- 
ments. P/al. 40. 8. J delight to do thy Will, 
O my God, yea, thy Law is within my Heart. 
Acts 24. t6. Herein do 1 exerciſe my ſelf, to 
keep always a Conſcience void 9 6 to- 
wards God, and towards all | 

6. That the Obedience of the beſt of Chriſ- 

tians in this Life is but imperſect, attended 
with much Weakneſs, and accompanied with 
manifold Imperfections; which yet upon our 
humble Acknowledgment, God will graciouſly 
pardon, and for Chriſt's Sake mercifully ac- 

cept; Job 9. 20. If Tj my ſelf, my own 
| Ment hall 8 Vihar 145 perfect, 
it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe. 2 Chron. 39. 
18, 19, 20. The good Lord pardon every one 
that prepares his Heart to ſeek God; tho be 
be not cleanſed according to the Purification of 
the Sanctuary. And the Lord bearkned to He- 
zekiah, and healed the People. | 
7. That no Obedience is ſincere, but that 
which is univerſal, and cauſes us to have an 


—_ | 


— — 
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| lowers moſt religiouſly to celebrate, until 


—_— reſpect unto al God's Commandments 
to obey them; and to all Chriſt's I 
to obſerve and follow them: 2 119. 9. 


Then ſhall I not be aſhamed when I have e 
unto all thy Commandments. St. Matt. 28. 20. 


Teaching them to obſerve all Things whatever 


T have commanded you. 
8. That the great Commands of God, are 


to love him with all our Hearts, with all our 
Souls, with all our Strength, and to love our 


Neighbour as our ſelves. St. Matt. 22. 37, 38. 
Thou Halt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, &c. This is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment : and the ſecond 1s like unto it, Thou 
ſhalt leve thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

9. That the great Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt 


under the Goſpel, are his Word and _— 


ments, to wit, Baptiſm and the Lord's $ 
which he —— his Diſciples — 


coming again unto Judgment. St. Matt. = 

ult. Go teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. 

And lo, 1 am with you always, even unto the 

end of the World, 1 Cor. 11, 26. 4. oft as 

ye pat this Bread, and drink this. n 
Hero the Lord's Death. till be came. 

10. That Baptiſm is a holy Inſtitution of our 


Savidur's for the Benefit of Believers, and their 


Children ;. wherein, by, the outward 


with Water, in the Name of the Father, Sn. 


and Holy Ghoſt, is ſignified the ſpiritual waſhing . 
If the Soul by the Blood and Spirit of Chi, 


from. the. Guile and Filth of Sin, pb. 5 25, 


i ee e ee 
it, that he t ify and cleanſe it 
thomenbing of Water, and the Word. 11. 


1 


ro Dorina! Infirattion - 


11. That the Lord's is an holy Or- 
dinance, wherein (by Bread broken, and Wine 
poured out) the Death of Chriſt is ſhewed 
forth, and all the Benefits of his Death are 
repreſented, apply'd, and fealed unto worthy 
Receivers. 1 Cor. 10. 16. The Cup of Ble, 
ing which we bleſs, Is it not the Communion of 
the Blood of Chrift ? &c. 
12, That the End of this Ordinanes is; ts 
be a Memorial of Chrift's Death; to ſtrength- 
en our Faith in him; to enereaſe our Commu- 
nion with him; to be a ſpiritual Banquet, 


ſpiritual Nouriſhment and Growth in Grace. 
1 Cor. 11. 26. As 
and drink this Cup, ye do ſhow the Lord's Death 
till be come. 04.) oth 

13. That all ſuch as are truly penitent for 
Sin paſt, and holily refolved againſt Sin; and 
to lead a new Life for the Timo to come, the” 
their Graces bs weak, their Doubts many, and 
their Fears great, yet ought they often to come 
to this Henvenly Banquet for fpiritaal Strength 
and inward Comfort. St. Fob 6. 51.'T am 
the living Drau which eame. don from Hed- 


14. That it is the Duty of every one, who 
would be a worthy Receiver of the Lord's Sup- 


and Charity, and ſo to eat of this Bread, and 
drink of this Cup. See 1 Cor. 11. 28. But 
let a man examine 71 7 and fo let him eat 
of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. - 


4 6% -@ _ $$» Hbdus 


wherein we feed upon him, in order to our 


oft as ye eat this Bread, 


ven; if any Man ent" of this Bread, he halt 


per, to prepare himſelf, to examine his Conſci- 
ches, te make Proof of his Knowledge, Faith; | 


for i . ory . the Pudevient. 11 — 


15. That the Danger of unworthy Refuſing 
is certainly as great as the Danger of unwor- 
thy Receiving; the NegleQts of Duty are as 
dangerous and damnable as the Acts of Sin, 
and Sins of Omiſſion are certainly damning as 

well as Sins of Commiſſion. St. Matt. 3. 10. 
Every Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit, 
is hewn down, and caſt into the Fire. 

16, That: God hath appointed a Time in 
which he will judge all Perſons, as well for their 
Omiffions of Gd, as for their Commiſſions of 
Evil; and every one ſhall receive an unalterable 
Sentence according to his Works. Rev. 20. 
12. 1 /au the Dead ſtanding before God, and 
the Dead were judg'd according to their Warks. 

17. That thoſe who have here done Good, 
ſhall be abſolved and accepted, and dall inhe- 

rit a Kingdom of Glory prepared for them, 

where they ſhal} boch ſee and reſemble'their 

Bleſſed Saviour, in perfect Holineſs and endlofs 
Tappinefs. 


18. That fuck as have done Evil, and die 


in their Inipenitence, ſhall ſuffer an everkſting 
Impriſonment with Devils and damned 8p. 
rits, in Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, under- 


Leck 


the perpetual enawing of the Worm that 
— not, and the extream FIR 575 
ire which never ſhall be quenched. St 
Y 28. Marvel nat at this, for the Hour is 
| which all that are in the Graves 
ſhall Bur bis Voice, and ſball come forth; 27 
that have done Good unto the 820 2 4 
Life; and they that haus done Evil, unte 
re | Ar Dana, 
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12 _ Proffical Diretioms 
e 8 Ms". 
Containing Practical Direction: for the gene- 
al Cauſe of Life. 22 88 
I. Directions for the right ordering of our 


Thoughts. 


I N order to the right governing of thy daily 

Thoughts, obſerve the following Rules. 
1. Think frequently with thy ſelf, that as 
thy Pulſe will be conti beating, ſo thy 
Thoughts will be always working to thy dy- 
ing Hour, and therefore had need be well em- 
ployed. As a Man thinketh in his Heart, ſo 
1s be, Prov. 23. 7. "X21 E 

2. Think often what a World of Sin a Man 
may: be guilty of in his Thoughts; Atheiſm, 


Blaſphemy, ry, Adultery, Murder, and 


What not: That is, when he approves his 
Thoughts, and his Will conſents to them; for 


otherwiſe his evil Thoughts are not Sins, but 
only Temptations, which he ought rather to 


rejoice that he can reſiſt, than grieve and con- 
denn himſelf becauſe: he fecls them. Nay o- 
ten evil Thoughts are not ſo much as Temp- 
_ tations; as in diſtracted, light-headed, melan- 
choly Perſons, where they are Neceſſity and a. 
Diſeaſe : then they are (I ſay) Sins, when they 
are encouraged, and nouriſhed, and dwelt up 


and liked, and aſſented to. Believe thy ſelf. 
then to be no leſs accountable to God for ſuch. 


Sits af thy Thoughts, than of thy Words 


and Actions; Eccleſ. 12. 4. God ſhall. bring. 
every ſecret Thing into Judgment, whether it 
be god, or whether it be evil. 


3. Think 


f 
| 
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3. Think often what a glorious Theme 


and gubfect for Thoughts God has 
and laid — as Himſelf: and his At- 
tributes, his Son in his Nature, Life, and Ac- 
tions, his holy Spirit in all its gracious Ope- 
rations, his Word and Promiſes in his Works of 
Creation, Preſervation, Redemption, Ac. A. 
ftronomy does but ſurvey a Dunghill, in com- 
pariſon with what Chriſtianity contemplates : 
Stars are but dirty Clods, — with then 
Glory which 12 within the Reach of the 
Chriſtian's Thoughts. 

4. Think every Morning what good Offi- 


5. Think thy own Condition to be certainly 
the beſt, becauſe the Wiſdom of God ſees it 
beſt for thee, if thou haſt not fo much as 
others, yet thou haſt that which is appointed 

thee: In Heaven our Reward ſhall be, not 

good T hings 


we have te- 


which we have done here. At the reckoning 
Day he will be accounted the wiſeſt Man, that 
has laid out his Time in good Duties, and his 
Taste in good Work. 

6. Think Contentment to be the trueſt 
Riches, and Covetouſneſ the greateſt Poverty. 


He is not rich that bath much, but he that has 


enough. That Man is poor that covets wg 
and pet wants a Hear en 


already. Tb 


ing to the good Works 
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14 Praſtical Direftions 
1.1. Thiak it notpartof thy Buſineſs curiouſly 
to ſearch into other Mens Lives, but 
to inſpe& the Errors 2 It is much 
better to amend one Fault i in our ſelves, than 
to find out an hundred Faults in another. 

8. Think it a greater Virtue to forgive one 
Injury, than to do many Kindneſſes, becauſe 
it is harder and more againſt Nature. But 
Jet not the doing one, hinder thee from doing 

the other, for both are neceflary. 
_ 9. Think him no true Friend whom one In- 
Ns can make thine Enemy. He muſt haye no 
Friends, that will have a Friend with no Faults. 

10. To takea View of thy Thoughts every 
Night, as the Maſter does of his — 
Work every Day, and ſo think (if poſſible) of 
all Things n 
when paſling into Eternity. 


* Dean gr right ordering NV 
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6 Speech is a very noble and 
Benefit to Ilan, b, which he exeels the whole 
Creation: Our N is our Glory, the Index 
and Expreſſer of our Mind and T Tlougste, the 
— of our Creator's Praiſe; and there 

ſo ſublime and honourable for 

the Telek of Man to be employed about, as 
the Word and Works of God. There's a great 
N in governing the Ton 
proud and ace Member, and therefore the 


k els er m of 8 5 
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gue, it being 
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for the general Courſe of Life. 15 
be filent ; ſor a Man may ſin bath ways, 
over-much Silence, as "nal As — 
Speaking Wo untousif we wanta Tongue 
to publiſh God's Truth, to plead God's Cauſe, 
to vindicate God's Honour, 1 
ſorth God's Praiſe. 


To avoid all Extreams, remember theſe Rules. 
1. Accuftom not thy Self to ſpeaking over- 
much, and before thou ſpeakeſt, confider : Let 
rt hy Tongue run before Reaſon and Judg- 
ment If the Heart doth not preme- 
ditate, the Toma muſt neceſſarily precipitate. 
2. Let the Matter of your Speech be both 
true and profitable, true (logically) by an A- 
greement betwixt the Thing and your Words, 
without Falſhood ; and true (morally) by an 
Agreement betwixt your Tongue and 
without — 
3. always to with extraordinary 
and Caution, and always of him with a 
profound Veneration and Awfulneſa of Regard. 
4. Speak of holy Things frequently, but al- 
ways ſeriouſly; yet place not in Talk 
only, nor meaſure Goodneſs by goad Werds; tis 
much eaſier to talk like 2 Saint than to be one. 
5. If thou canſt not ſpeak well of thy Neigh- 
bour, be ſilent; except the Glory of —— 
_ Good of others oblige thee to ſpeak, 

6. Speak not well of any undeſervedl vothot's 
ſordid Flattery : Speak not well of hs ſelf, 
tho* never ſo deſerving, left thou be tempted 
to Vain-glory ; but value more a good Con- 
nn than a good Commendation. 

7. Speak hot 1 wy 
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Maj to-his Face, nor benin any Man bebind 
his Back ;; but if thou knoweſt any thing good 
of him; tell ĩt unto others; if any thing ill, 
tell it privately and-prudently to himſelf, 
8. Speak not well of thy ſelf, -tho' others do 
ſo, and r 
otherwi than well of thee. Neither ſpeak 
thine own Praifes, nor greedily hear them ; but 
when any thing relates to thy own Commenda- 


9. Speak not cenſoriouſly of thy Betters, 
2 of thy Inferiors, nor boaſtingly 

of | 
— Speak always Truth, eſpecially when 
called forth to ſpeak it; and abhor Lying as 
you abhor the Devil, who is the Father of 
Lyes, and Tormenter of Lyars 

11. Swear — dMexiticce, for 
that is an Appeal to God as your Judge, and 
an Engagement of God to be your Avenger: 
Therefore, whenever your take an Oath, look 
that the Cauſe of it be neceſſary and weighty, 
the Manner of it grave and ſolemn, and the 
End of it honeft and fincere. 
12. Swear not raſhly in your ordinary Diſ- 
_ courſe, for this will render the Truth of all you 
ſay ſuſpeRted by wiſe Men: He that ſwears 
2 ought not to be much credited when 

he ſpeaks truly ; becauſe he that dreads not an 
— Oath, will not tremble at a Lye. 


I.. Directions fer the right Ordering of 
aur Actions. 


Our eee i enen 
our 9 to make an mug 
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for the general Courſe of Life. 17 
Minds and Manners of Men whom we con- 
verſe with, it highly concerns us to exerciſe 
great watchfulneſs over our ſelves in all the 
Actions of human Life, and to be exactly 
cireumſpect in dur daily walking, performing 
our Duty to God, our Neighbour, and our 
ſelves, in ſuch a manner, that God may be 
glorified, Religion adorned, our Neighbour edi- 
fed, and our own Souls faved. In order to 
that End, the following Rules may be helpful. 

1. Look carefully that Love to God, and 
| Obedience to his Commands, be the Principle 
| and Spring from whence thy Actions flow; 
| and that the Glory of God, and the Salvation 

of thy Soul, be the End to which all thy Ac- | 

tions tend ; and-that the Word of God be thy 

Rule and Guide in every Enterpriſe and Un- f 
| dertaking : Gal. 6. 16. As many as walk by 
| this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy. 

2. Enterpriſe and undertake no Action with- 
out Advice from Heaven, asking Counſel of 
God by Prayer. He bleſſeth or blaſteth our 
Endeavours, according as we own our Depen- 
dence upon him, and Engagements to him. 
| 3. Then ſerve the Providence of God in the 
Uſe of all lawful and fit Means for attaining 
| thy End in all honeſt Undertakings, having 
firſt recommended them to the Divine Bleſ- 

fing : for know, that the Providence of God 
works ordinarily in a way of Concurrence 
with our Endeavours ; therefore follow Provi- 
dence, but never run before it. | 

4. Do no Action upon which thou may'ſt 
not warrantably pray for God's Bieſfing : Do 
nothing for which thou _ need to ask God's 


Par- 
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18 Practical Directions 
Pardon. Let thy firſt Care be, not to do an 
ill Action; thy next Care, to repent of it. 
5. Offend not either God or thy Neigh- 
bour knowingly and deliberately ; but if thou 
falleſt by ſurpriſe, confeſs it; for Confeſſion 
is ſome part of Satisfaction: By denying a 
little Sin, thou makeſt it greater; but by con- 
feſſing a great Sin to God, thou makeſt it as 
none at all, if after Conſeſſion thou forſakeſt it. 

6. Be ſtrictly juſt in all thy Dealings with 
Man, and think not thy ſelf diſcharged from 
the Duty of Righteouſneſs towards thy 
Neighbour, by any extraordinary Meaſure of 
pretended Zeal and Piety towards God: for 
all ſuch Pretences to Piety are but Hypocri- 
ſy, if Men be not really Honeſt, as well 
as ſeemingly Devout : for Diſhoneſty and Un- 
righteouſneſs will certainly ſhut Men out of 
Heaven, as well as Impiety and Profaneneſs. 
1 Cor. 6. 9. | 

7. Think-it-not ſufficient that you do-not 
do an ill thing, but you muſt not do an hard 
thing to any, but be kind and charitable, as 
well as juſt and honeſt ; always endeavour- 
ing to do the utmoſt Good you can, by a 
Life of univerſal Uſefulneſs. . 
_ 8. Deride not any Man's Deformities, but 


|  blefs God that they are not thine. Men ſhall 


— =. _— — 


anſwer at God's Bar for their vicious Habits, 

but not for their natural Imperfections. 

9. Never forget the Kindneſſes which o- 
thers do for you: Never upbraid others witn 

the Courteſies which you do for them. 


10. Be covetous of nothing but of doing | 


Good, and prodigal of nothing but of good 
Counſel, 1. Fre- 


dat to obey. 
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for the general Courſe of Life. 19 
11. Promiſe nothing which may prejudice 
thee in the Performance, but perform what 
thou haſt promis'd, tho? it be to thy real Pre- 
Judice, except it be unlawful. A wiſe Man 


meaſures his Promiſes by his Abilities, but he 
meaſures his Performances by his Promiſes. 


12. Always judge of Men by their Conver- 
fation towards God, never by God's Diſpen- 
ſation towards them. k | 

13, Let not what is falſly talł d of thee ever 
trouble thee, for an ill Report makes no body 
an ill Man : be careful to do nothing that de- 
ſerves to be ill ſpoken of, and then let it never 


trouble thee to be ill ſpoken of undeſervedly. 


14. Revenge not an Injury tho? thou could'ſt, 


vet ſhew that thou art able to revenge it if thou 


wouldſt. To revenge a Wrong done unto thee, 
is a greater Wrong to thy ſelf than the Injury 
received by thee. Beware when others hurt 
thee, that thou hurt not thy ſelf. 

15. Unwillingly undertake a Suit of Law, 


and moſt willingly make an end of it. Chooſe 
rather to buy Quietneſs with ſome Loſs, 


than to gain much by Strife and Contention ; 
for going to Law is one of thoſe lawful 
Things which is very difficultly manag'd 
without Sin: Tis rare if a Man wrongs not 
His Soul, by righting his Eftate. - 
16. Look upon Obedience to the Authority 
which God has ſet over you (in all lawful 


unforbidden Things) to be a neceſſary and 


indiſpenſible Duty. In all ſuch Caſes, it is 
not for Men of private Capacity to diſpute, 
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Practical Direction, 


CHAP. II. 
Containing particular Advices for the well- ma- 
ain of every Day. 5 
. BEGIN and end every Day with God : 


In the Morning when you awake, ac- 
cuſtom your ſelf to think firſt upon God, and 
let him have your firſt awaking T houghts ; lift 
up- your Hearts to God reverently and thank- 
fully for the Reſt in the Night paſt, and let 
your firſt Diſcourſe be agreeable to your 
Thoughts. P/al 139. 18. When I awake, I 
am ſtill with thee, 5 

2. Spend that Time which muſt neceffarily 
be allowed for the Dreſſing of your ſelves, in 
fruitful Meditation on the great Mercy of a 


Night's reſt, and of your rene w'd Time. Think 


how many ſpent that Night in Hell, how ma- 
ny in a Priſon, how many worried out that 
Night in tormenting Pains, and languiſhing 
Diſtempers, weary of their Beds and their 
Lives together: Think alſo how many Souls 
were the laſt Night ſummon'd from their Bo- 
dies to appear before the dreadful God, and 
how ſoon your laſt Night may come. 

3. Let ſecret Prayer, by your ſelf alone, be 
conſtantly perform'd, before the Work of the 
Day be undertaken: It is much better to go 
from Prayer to Buſineſs, than from Buſineſs 


to Prayer, in regard of the Mind's Freedom 


from diſtracting Thoughts; becauſe alſo, if 
the World gets the Start of Religion in the 
Morning, tis hard for Religion to overtake 
the World all the Day after. | 1 
18 4. Let 


* 
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for the well managing of every Day. 21 

4. Let Family Worſhip be performed con- 
ſtantly and ſeaſonably, at that Hour which is 
freeft in regard of Interruption ; and look that 
it be reverently and ſpiritually performed : Call' 


not then for the Cuſhion, where there is more 


need of the Pillow. 2 
5. Then ſet about and follow the Labour of 
your Calling with Diligence and Induftry : He, 


that ſays, Be fervent in Prayer, ſays alſo, Be 
not flothful in Buſineſs, Rom. 12. and let the 


Day . be ſpent in your Calling watchfully, 
watching the Company you converſe with,and 
the Corruption which you find ſtirring in you ; 
but eſpecially watch againſt thoſe Temptations 


which the Company you are with, the Place 
| you are in, or the Work and Calling you are 


about, may expoſe you to, or lay you under, - 
6. When about your Calling, if alone, im- 
prove the Time in fruitful Meditation, and 


holy Ejaculations, or ſhort Prayers, which are 


no hindrance at all to your worldly Buſineſs ; 
if in Company, in ſuch profitable Diſcourſe 
as may tend to make thy ſelf and others both 
wiſer and better. 255 

7. In doing your Duty in the Labours of your 
Calling, humbly depend upon God's Father] 
Care for a comfortable Subſiſtence for thy ſelf 
and Family, and compoſe thy Mind in all 
Conditions of Life, to a quiet and ſteady De- 


| pendance on Divine Providence, being anxi- 


ouſly careful for nothing, but 2afting all your 

him that careth for you. 

3 fully obſerve all the Paſſages of 

Divine Providence daily, both towards thy 

ſelf and others; and thoſe providential Diſ- 
= penla- 
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22 Of glorifying G oo | 
penſations which thou canſt not thoroughly | 
underſtand, endeavour awfully to admire. | 
9. In all Places, and in all Companies, re- 
member the Preſence of God, and walk con- 
tinually as under the View of his all- ſeeing 
and obſerving Eye. Often conſider that God 
is every where preſent, and then you will ſtudy 
to Le every where holy. | 
10. Walk every Day with an high Eſteem 
of the Preciouſneſs, Swiftneſs, and Irrecovera- 
bleneſs of your Time, and reſolve to ſpend it 
in nothing which you dare not pray for a Bleſ- 
ſing upon, in nothing which you know muſt 
be repented . of before you dic, in nothing 
which'it would be dangerous to be found doing, 
if Death ſhould ſurprize you in the doing of it. 

11, Look every Day to the faithful Diſcharge 
of the reſpective Duties of your ſevera] Relations, 
as Husbands and Wives, Parents and Children, 

Maſters and Servants ;z and remember that much 

of the Life and Power of Religion conſiſts. in 

the conſcientious Practice of Relative Duties. ; 
12, In the Evening retire, and take a View 

of your Actions the Day paſt, examine what 

Good you have either. done or receiv*d, and be- 

wail it as a Day loft, in which you have not 

either profited others, or advantag'd your ſelf. 


| CM A £.-Iv; --- 
Of Glorifying God in our natural Attions, - 
viz. in our Eating, Drinking, and Slecping. 
I* is the Advice of the holy Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
10. 31. That whether we eat or drink, ar 
whatever we da, to do all to the 2 of 
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in our natural Aions; 23 
God; plainly implying, that a Chriſtian ought 
to perform "is natural Ae to * 
Purpoſes, and whilſt he is feeding his Body, 
muſt have an Eye at his ſerving of God; Eat- 
ing and Drinking to the ſatisfying of our Na- 
ture, and not to the gratifying of our Luſts. 
Our lawful Comforts, without Watchfulneſs, 
become our greateſt Snares: The firſt Sin 
that ever was committed, enter'd the World 
by Eating : Our firſt Parents pleas'd their 
Appetites to their Ruin, which ought to make 
their Poſterity afraid of all ſinful Exceſſes; 
to prevent which, let the following Rules be 
remember'd and obſerv'd. | 

1. Raiſe not any perplexing Scruples about 
what you are to cat and drink; which ſerve 
to no Purpoſe, but only to your own Vexa- 
tion: Remember, Chriſt hath taken away 
that Diſtinction of Meats (Clean and Un- 
clean) which was of old amongſt the Fetus, 
and has given us a Liberty of feeding upon 
all the good Creatures of God with Tempe- 
rance and Sobriety. 1 Tim. 4. 4. Every 
Creatur? of God 1s good, and nothing to be 
refus'd, if it be receiv'd with Thankſgiving. 

hich hints a ſecond Rule. | 

2. Look that your Meat and Drink be bleſt 
and fa.itified to you by Prayer and T hank(\- 
giving : Sit not down to your Food as a Beaft 
to his Fodder, without taking any Notice of 
the Hand that provides it for you. Our Meat 
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doth not nouriſh us by its own Power, but 


by Divine Appointment ; and therefore our 
Bleſſed Saviour, tho' he was Lord of the 
Creatures, yet did not fit down to feed on 
en - B 4 | them 
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them before he look'd up to Heaven for a 
Bleſſing upon them, St. Mart 6. 41. Re- 
member that the Creatures on your Table are 
God's Creatures, and if you convert them to 
your own Uſe without asking God's Leave, 
you are bold Uſurpers. | 

3. Eat and drink as in the Preſence and 
View of God: We are moſt apt to forget God 
at our Meals, fecding our ſelves without Fear. 
Now the Remembrance of God's Eye upon 
us will remedy this: It is a memorable Ex- 
preſſion which you have in Exed. 18. 12. 
And Aaron and all the Elders of Iſrael came 
to eat Bread with Moſes's Father-in-law be- 
fere God. Where obſerve, (1.) The Great- 
neſs of their Courteſy. (2.) The Graciouſneſs 
of their Carriage. Their Courteſy was great ; 
tho' Jethro was a Stranger, and no [ſraelite, 
yet the Elders of rae! honour'd him with 
their Company ; and their Carriage was gra- 
cious, they came to eat Bread with him before 
God, that is, in gloriam & honorem Dei, ſays 
one, to the Honour and Glory of God: They 
receiv d their Suſtenance as in God's Sight, and 
caus'd their Proviſion to tend to God's Praiſe. 

4. Remember that Reaſon, and not Appe- 
tite, is to be our Guide and Rule both for 
the Quantity and Quality of our Meat and 
Drink : Not what Appetite likes beſt, but 
what Reaſon and Judgment tells you is beſt, 
ought to be receiv'd by you. Meat and Drink 
have deſtroyed more Thouſands than ever Poi- 
ſon did; becauſe Perſons are not ſo fearful of 
theſe as they are of that. What an abomina- 
dle Shame is it for a Man, ang 
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overn'd by Reaſon, to be enſlav'd by his 
uſt, and to have his ſenſitive Appetite com- 
mand his rational Faculty | 
' 5. Take heed of making thy Table a Snare, 
either to thy ſelf, or others. This is done two 
ways; (1.) When our Meals are Incentives to 
Sin, and our Food is made Fuel for our Luſts; 
the Fleſh is frequently an Enemy too ftrong 
for us when we take away its Armour and 
fight againſt it ; but much more ſo, when we 
our ſelves put Weapons into its Hand, and 
provide it Ammunition to fight againſt us. 
Rom. 13. ult. Make no Proviſion for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof. (2.) We 
make our Table a Snare, when by our Inipbr- 
tunities we urge others to eat and drink more 
than they defire, or their Natures will well 
bear. Tt is unqueſtionably lawful for a Man 
ſometimes to exceed in his Proviſions for his 
Friends, but lawful at no time to exceed the 
Bounds of Sobriety and Moderation himſelf, 
or to ſolicite others ſo to do. The Royal 
Example of Ahaſuerus, an Heathen King, 
the Spirit of God has recorded to the Shame 
of many that call themſelves Chriſtians, Efth. 
1. 7, 8. When he made a magnificent Feaſt 
for the Princes and Nobles, he commanded 
that every Man eat and drink according to t.:s 
own Pleafure, and not be compell'd. 

6. Let every one labour to underſtand what 
is moſt conducible to his own Health, and let 
that be the ordinary Meaſure of his Diet, both 
for Quantity, Quality, and Time. It is eve- 
ry Man's Duty to obſerve the Temper of his 
own Body, and to underſtand his pærticular 

Wa | = -: Con- 
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Conſtitution, in order to the Preſervation of 
Life and Health, and that a healthful Body ma 
be aſſiſtant to a holy Soul in the Service of God. 
7. Often conſider with thy ſelf what a dan- 
gerous Sin the Sin of Intemperance is. Tis 
an Inlet to all Sin, and for that Reaſon per- 
haps, is not particularly forbidden in any one of 
the Commandments, becauſe it is contrary to 
them all. Drunkenneſs may be call'd a Breach 
of every one of the Comrhandments, becauſe 
it diſpoſes Men to break them all : What Sin 
is it that a drunken Man ſtands not ready to 
commit? Fornication, Murder, Adultery, 
Incgſt, what not? And how doth this Sin 
transform a Man into a Beaſt; and make 
him the Shame and Reproach of Human 
Nature ? Of the two, it is much worſe to be 
like a Beaſt, than to be a Beaſt: The Beaſt 
is what God has made it, but the Drunkard 
is what Sin and the Devil has made him. 
Add to this, that the intemperate Man is his 
own Tormenter, yea, his own Deſtroyer; as 
appears by the many Diſeaſes and untimely. 
Deaths which Surſeiting and Drunkenneſs daily 
bring upon Men. For as Temperance and 
Sobriety is the Nurſe and Preſerver of Life 
and Health, ſo Exceſs is the Occaſion of 
Self-Murder ; *tis like the lingering Poiſon, 
which tho' it works ſlowly, yet it deſtroys 
| ſurely. Conſider laſtly, that Intemperance 
is a Sin which a Man cannot preſently repent 
of, as ſoon as he has committed it: A drunk- 
en Man is no more fit to repent, than a dead 
Man; and what Aſſurance hath any Man, 
when Drunkenneſs cloſes his Eyes * 
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that he ſhall ever open them again in this 
World? Conſider how many ._ in 
drunken Fits, without being ſenſible of their 
Conditions, till they have been miſerably ſurpriz- 
ed by the unconceivable Torments of Hell- re. 

8. Think it neither unlawful nor indecent to 
intermingle innocent and harmleſs Mirth with 
your Eating and Drinking; but always remem- 
ber to keep within the Rounds of Modeſty, 
Decency, and Sobriety. It is certainly a me- 
lancholy Reflection, that in the Thing we call 
Society and Converſation, the Gentleman and 
the Chriſtian, Mirth and Religion, ſhould be 
thought inconſiſtent; that Men, to flee Pre- 
ciſeneſs; muſt run into Debauchery and Pro- 
faneneſs. Cannot Sournefs and Moroſeneſs be 
baniſh'd our Converſation, but Modeſty and 
Sobriety muſt be baniſh'd too? Muſt our 
Entertainments of one another at our Tables, 
adminiſter either to Sin or Sullenneſs ? Surely 
it is poſſible to obſerve the Rules of Conver- 
ſation better, without running into either Ex- 
tream. A virtuous and wiſe Man at his Ta- 
ble may let his Tongue looſe in innocent Plea- 
ſantneſs, but at the ſame time he ſcorns to 
be guilty of the leaſt Indecency : Eph. 4. 29. 
Let no filthy Communication proceed out Fl 
your Mouth, but that which is good, to the 
uſe of Edifying. 6 I 

of 4 wn Intemperance, and Exceſs in 
Sleep, Neceſſity cures moſt of you that are 
Poor of this Evil, and it may be happy for you 
that it doth ſo; for how many thouſand Hours 
have ſome that are Rich to account for, which 
were ſpent in a ſinful Exceſs of Sleep ! * 


— 
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how earneſtly will ſuch Perſons ſhortly wiſh 
for thoſe Hours to ſpend over again, which 
were thus conſum'd |! 

1. Let Prudence direct you about the Mea- 
ſure of your Sleep, and Piety inſtru you to 
mind the Ends of it, which are the repairing 
of Nature, the refreſhing of the Spirits, the 
ſupporting of our frail Bodies, which conti- 


nual Labour and Toil would ſoon worry and 
wear out. But now a moderate Degree of 


Sleep beſt ſerves theſe Ends, namely, to fit us 
for Buſineſs, and enable us to ſerve God by 
an active Obedience. | | 

2. Often conſider what a great Time-wafter 
immoderate Sleep is; for all that Time a 


Man's Reaſon lies idle and buried, all his Wiſ- 


dom and Knowledge is of no Uſe or Advan- 
tage to himſelf or his Neighbour. 
3. Remember how very injurious immode- 
rate Sleep is both to thy Body and Soul: To 
thy Body, in filling that full of Diſeaſes, and 
making it a very Sink of pernicious Humours: 
To thy Soul, by bringing a ſtupifying Dulneſs 
on its Faculties, and thereby rendring it unfit 
for Holy Services. 7 
- 4. Remember alſo the grand Importance of 
the Buſineſs of your Souls, which lies continu- 


ally upon your Hands; and let the Confide- 
ration of the greatneſs of your Work rouze and 


raiſe you from a Bed of Sloth. If you have 
a Journey to go, or ſome extraordinary Buſi- 
neſs to do, you can riſe early at a particular 
Time, why not then every Day, when you 
have much greater Buſineſs to do for God 
and your Souls " | Pet 


5. Re- 
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5. Remember that your Morning hours are 
the Flower of your Time, and that early riſ- 


ing makes at once both the Body healthful, 


and the Soul holy. The Morning is the beſt 
time for enjoying God and our ſelves ; then 


our Spirits are freſh, and our Hearts free from 
worldly Cares. 


6. Believe your ſelf certainly accountable to 
God for the Time you ſpend in Sleep ; this 
will make you, with holy Hooper, ſparing of 
your Sleep, more ſparing of your Diet, and 
moſt ſparing of your Time. 


C MW AF. V. 


Of glorifying God in our Civil Employments, 
and Labours of our particular Callings. 


A Lmighty ghty God has ſent no Man into the 
World to be idle, but to ſerve him in the 
way of an honeſt and induſtrious Diligence. 
He that ſays, Remember the Sabbath-Day to 
keep it holy, ſays alſo, Six Days Halt thou 
labour; either with the Labour of the Mind, 
or of the Body, or with both. Riches and 
a great Eftate will excuſe none from labouring 
in ſome kind or other, in the Service of our 
Maker ; for he that receives moſt Wages, 


ſurely ought to do ſome Wark. 


1. Labour to underſtand, and be thoroughly 
ſenſible how much you are beholden to God for 
the Benefit of a Calling. Thouſands are now w- 
bleſſing God in Heaven, for the Bleſſing of a 
2 here on Earth, * which Multitudes of 
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T tions were prevented : How many Sins 
doth a Life of Idleneſs expoſe a Man unto ! 
28. Bediligent and induſtrious in the Way 
of thy Calling, and that from a Principle of 
Obedience to the Divine Command. He that 
ſays, Be fervent in Prayer, ſays alſo, Be not 

ſlothful in Buſineſs. 

3. If thou art called to the meaneſt and moſt 
laborious Calling, as that of an Husbandman, 
murmur not at it becauſe it is weariſome to 
the Fleſh ; but eye the Command of God, 
and in Obedience thereunto, be diligent in thy 
Place, and then thou glorifieſt God as truly 
when digging in the Field, as the Minifter in 
his Pulpit, or the Prince upon his Throne. 

4. Be ſtrictly Juſt, and exactly Righteous in 
the Way of thy Calling, and with a generous 
Diſdain and reſolute Contempt, abhor the get- 
| ting of Riches by Unrighteouſneſs : Curſed 
| Gain is no Gain. How fad is it to be Rich 


Riches ! He that cheats and over-reaches, he 
| that tricks and defrauds his Neighbours, is as 
ſure to go to Hell, without Repentance and 
Reſtitution, as the Profaneſt Swearer or Drun- 
kard in a Town, 1 Cor. 6. 9. Know ye not 
that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the King- 
dom of G 

5, Be very careful that thy particular Cal- 
ling as a private Perſon, bo 


| upon thy general Calling as a Chriſtian: The 
World is a great Devourer of precious Time, 
it"robs the Soul of many an Hourj which 
ſhould be ſpent in Communion with God, and 
in communing with our own Hearts. ' How 

| many 


on Earth, and roar in Hell for unrighteous 


not encroach 


7. Eye God in ev ery Providence thou meeteſt 
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many are ſo taken up with their Trade on 
Earth, that they forget to converſe with Hea- 
ven: Verily there is a Holy Part in every 
Man's Time, which the daily Exerciſe of Ne- 
ligion calls for, and which *tis our daily Duty 
to keep inviolable from the Sacrilegious Hands 
of an incroaching World. 2 

6, Labour after an heavenly Frame of Spi- 
rit in the Management of thy earthly Buſi- 
neſs : and to take heed that thy worldly Em- 
ployments do not blunt the Edge of thy ſpi- 
ritual Affections, but endeavour to keep thy 
Heart cloſe with God, when thy Hand is em- 


ployed in the Labours of thy Calling. A 


faithful and loving Husband, when he has 
been abroad all Day in variety of Company, 
yet when he cometh home at Night, he brings 
his Affections with him as entire to his Wile, 
as when he went forth in the Morning from 
her; yea, he is inwardly pleaſed that he is 
got from all other Company to enjoy hers : 
Thus doth a heavenly-minded Chriſtian, after 
he hath ſpent ſome Time amidſt his worldly 
Buſineſs in the Labours of his Calling, he de- 
fires and endeavours to bring his whole Heart 
to God with him, when at Night he returns 
into his Preſence, to wait upon him; yea, he 
ſtrives to keep his Heart with God all the 
Day long, by often lifting it up to God in 
Holy T houghts and pious Ejaculations, which 
are an Help, rather than an Hindrance to 
worldly Buſineſs. 9 55 


with in thy Calling. Doſt thou meet with an 


Diſappointment? See and be ſenſible of God's 
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Hand init; all that are diligent are not thriv- 
ing in this World; there are Myſteries of Pro- 
vidence, as well as Myſteries of Faith, which 
we can never fathom. Doſt thou meet with 
a Blefling ? own God in all that good Succeſs 
thou findeſt in thy Employment; ſay with ho- 
ly Jacob, Gen. 33. 11. The Lord hath dealt 
graciouſly with me, and I have enough. When 
God at any Time ſends thee in Profit ; let it 
be thy Care to return him Praiſe, for nothing 
is ſo acceptable to God as a grateful Mind. 

8. Watch daily againſt the Sin of thy Cal- 
ling, as alſo againſt the Sin of thy Conſtitu- 
tion; and whatever Temptations thou meet'ſt 
with from either, cry mightily to Heaven for 
Power to reſiſt them; knowing that whenever 
thou yieldeſt to a Temptation, the Holy Spi- 
rit is thereby grieved, and the Devil goes away 
in triumph. ST, 

2. Having uſed faithful Diligence in thy law- 
ful Calling, perplex not thy Thoughts about 
the Iſſue and Succeſs of thy Endeavours, but 
labour to compoſe thy Mind in all Conditions 
of Life, to a quiet and ſteddy Dependance on 
God's Providence, being anxioufly careful for 
nothing. There is a threefold Care which 
the Scripture takes notice of; namely, a Care 


of the Head, a Care of the Hand, and a Care 


of the Heart. A Care of the Head, and that 
is a Care of Providence, and prudential Fore- 
caſt; this is commendable. A care of the 
Hand, and that is a Care of Diligence and In- 
duſtry ; this is profitable : But then there is 
the Care of the Heart, which is a Care of Dif- 
fidence and Diſtruſt, a Care of 2 and 
| ertur- 
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Perturbation of Mind; this is culpable and ex- 
ceeding ſinful. See St. Matt. 6. 31, 32, 33,34. 

10. Reſolve in thy Mind to be chearful and 
contented with thy Portion, (little or much) 
which God, as a Bleſſing upon thy Endeavours, 
allots unto thee. Be content, not becauſe thou 
canſt not have it otherwiſe, but from an Ap- 
probation of Divine Appointment. Neceſſity 

was the Heathen Schoolmaſter to teach Con- 
tentment, but Faith muſt be the Chriſtian's, 
Phil. 4. 11, 14. I have learnt, ſays the holy 
Apoſtle (not at the Feet of Gamaliel, but in 
the School of Chriſt) both how to be abaſed, 
and how to abound, how to be full, and how 
to be empty; yea, I know in whatſoever flate 
J am, therewith to be content, How are 

] ſome Chriſtians Minds, like mufical Inftru- 
ments, quite out of Tune with every Change 
of Weather ? But it is an even Compoſedneſs 
of Mind in all Conditions of Life that glori- 
fies God, and is advantageous to our ſelves, 
1 Tim. 6. 16. 2 with Contentment is 
great Gain, Not Godlineſs with an Eftate, 
but Godlineſs with Contentment. 


— 


CH A P VI. 
Of giorifying God in our lawful Recreations, 
| II being impoſſible for the Mind of Man 
be always intent upon Buſineſs, and for tl 
Body to be exerciſed in continual Labours, the 


Wiſdom of God has therefore adjudg d ſome 
| Diverſion and Recreation (the better to * 


— — — — 
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both Body and Mind for the Service of their 
Maker) to be both needful and expedient ; 
ſuch is the Conſtitution of our Bodies, and 
the Complexion of our Minds, that' neither of 
them can endure a conſtant Toil, without ſome 
Relaxation and delighting Diverſion. As a 
Bow, if always bent, will prove fluggiſh and 


unſerviceable ; in like manner will a Chriſ- 


tian's Mind, if always intent upon the beſt 


Things, the Arrow of Devotion will ſoon flags 
and fly but ſlowly towards Heaven. A wife 


and good Man perhaps could wiſh that his 


Body needed no ſuch Diverſion ; but finding 
his Body tire and grow weary, he is forced 
to give way to Reaſon, and let Religion chooſe 
ſuch Recreations as are healthful; fhort;- re- 
creative, and proper to refreſh both Mind and 
Body : To which Purpoſes, the following Cau- 
tions may be neceſſary. 

I. Look that your Recreations be lawful, 


and ſuch as have nothing of Sin them: We 
| muſt not, to recreate our ſelves, do any thing 
which is diſhonourable to God, or injurious to 


our Neighbour, as they do, who droll upon. 
things that are ſacred, and who make back- 


biting Diſcourſes their Recreation, and the En- 
tertainment of their Friends. 


2. Look that your Recreations anſwer the 


End and Deſign of their Inſtitution ; not to 
= Time away, which we ought above all 


to ſtudy to redeem and improve. Surely. 
needs to contrive how to drive away. 
his Time, which flies fo faſt of itſelf, and 1 * 


ſo impoſſible to recover: But the true E 
Recreation is the refreſhing of the Mind, ir 
— 


— 
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reereating of the Body, to make them both the 
fitter for the Service of God in the Duties of 
our general and particular Callings ; therefore, 

3. Be careful that your Recreations be ſhort 
and diverting, ſuch as may fit you for Buſi- 
neſs, rather than rob you of your Time, He 
that makes Recreation his Buſineſs, will think 

 Buſinefs a Teil. The End of Recreation is 
to fit us for Buſineſs, not to be it ſelf a Buſineſs 

to us. | * 

4. Take care that Covetouſneſs have no- 
thing to do in your Recreations: Let your 
End be merely to recreate your ſelf, not to win 
Money, for that will certainly bring you into a 
double Danger; the one, of Covetouſneſs and a 
greedy Deſire of winning; the other, of Rage 
and Anger at thy bad Fortune, if thou taps 
peneſt to loſe, Covetouſneſs will occaſion thy 
Cheating and Couzening, and Anger occaſion 
thy Swearing, and Curſing; and thus thou mak- 
eſt that which is lawful in it ſelf unlawful to 

thee, by making it an Occaſion of Sin to thee. 
7 5, Let not your Recreations be coſtly and 
expenſive :: Some Perſons have ſpent more in 
Gaming vainly, than would build and endow” 
an Hoſpital, and maintain many Families com- 
fortably ; little conſidering that are only 
God's Stewards, and muſt be feverely account- 
able to him for every Moment of their Time, 
and every Penny in their Purſe, which is con- 
ſumed in Sin and Vaaity. 5 2 

6. Take heed that your Sports and Retrea- 
tions de not cruel : We ought not to refreſh our 
felves with Spectacles of Cruelty, in ſeeing ei= 
ther Men or Beaſts needleſly tormenting each 


} 


* 
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other; that Enmity which is among the Crea- 
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tures is certainly the Effect of our Sin. What 
a Heart then has that Man, that can take De- 
light in ſeeing the dumb Creatures torment one 
another ? Is it not enough for thee to behold. 
the Antipathies which thy Sin has put into 


the Natures of the Creatures, but thou muſt 


barbarouſly make thy ſelf merry with their 
Miſeries, who (in their kind) are far more ſer- 
viceable to the Creator than thy ſelf? 
7. Remember, Young Men, that God's Eye 
is in the midſt of you, when in the midſt of 
your Sports and Recreations ; therefore be 
wiſe and moderate in Purfuit of them: Do 
all Things as in God's Sight, and you will do 
every Thing to God's Glory. Reſpect ought 


to be had to God in all we do, not in our Vo- 


cations only, but in our Recreations alſo; and 


the Remembrance of God's all- ſeeing Eye up- 


on us, will have an univerſal Influence upon 
all our Actions. 5 
8. Take an extraordinary Care that your 
Recreations do not engroſs fes much of your 
—.— Time, which was given for nobler 
urpoſes: Oh, how ſadly do ſome young Men 
addict themſelves to a Life of Pleaſure, Eaſe, 
and Voluptuouſneſs, unworthily waſting the 
Flower of their Vouth, the Strength of their 
Body, the Vigour of their Minds, drowning - 
in a brutiſh Senſuality the fair and goodly 
Flopes of a virtuous Education, together with 
the Honour of their Families, the Expectation 
of their Country, and the Improvement of 
their Parts! As if Almighty God had placed 


dem on the Earth, as Leviathan in the Ses, 


only 
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only to take their Sport and Paſtime therein. 
Such Perſons being Lovers of Pleaſure more 
than Lovers of God, are certainly in a moſt 
deplorable State. WE, 

9. But above all, take heed of making the 
Lord's Day your Day of Sports and Recrea- 
tion: This is a Crime of a tremendous Guilt. 
Wo be to that Man which diſturbs God's 
holy Reſt with his unholy Sport. God's 
holy Day calls for holy Delight: ; 58.13. 
Not doing thy Pleaſure on my holy Day. 
Thou art a poor Man, and ſteal'ſt Time from 
thy Family for unneceſſary Recreations on 


the Week-day, it is Theft; but to ſteal Time 


from thy Maker and Redeemer on his Day, 
is Sacrilege : Of the two, it is better to plough 
than to play, to dig than to dance upon the 
Lord's Day, e 


—— — . * 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of glorifying God in our Religious Duties. 


AbLnighty God being more honoured or 


diſhonoured by us in our Religious Du- 
ties, than in all the Actions of our Lives be- 
ſides, it concerns us to be exactly careful how 
we manage our Deportment in his Preſence, 
when we worſhip at his. Footffool, and bow 
before his Mercy-Seat. If it be a Sin not to 
aim at the Glory of God when Eating and 
Drinking at our own Table, much more ſo 
when Eating and Drinking at his Table, when 
we are performing the moſt ſolemn ape and 
r 
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Exerciſes of our Religion. How ſuperſtitiouſly 


devout Were the old Heathens in the Service 


of their dumb Idols! They thought nothing 


too good for their falſe Gods, for whem the 


worſt was not bad eng, the Worſhipper 
being better than the God he worſhipped 

When were going to offer their — any 
their Prieſt cried out in the Audience of the 
People, Procul / O procul, effe profani : 
Depart all you that are impure 9 


from the holy Sacrifices of the Gods. And if 


they were ſo ſtrict and devout in the Service 


of their falſe Gods, ſhall not we exerciſe a 


more extraordinary Care and Caution in t 
Religious Service of the Living and true God ? 
Therefore to prevent ſinful Miſcarriages in Ho- 
ly Duties, the following Advices may be ne- 
ceſlary. 

1. Labour to entertain in thy Mind anal 


Apprehenſions, and ſuitable Conceptions of 
the Majeſty of that God thou art addreſſing 


thy ſelf unto: Conceive of him in thy Mind, 
as a God of ſuch incomprehenſible reatneſs 
and Majeſty, of ſuch tranſcendent Holineſs and 


Purity, of ſuch Sanctity and Severity, that he 


cannot behold Iniquity in any of his Worſhip- 
pers, without the greateſt Abhorrence and De- 
teſtation ; and for that Reaſon approach thou 


to him with a. holy Fear, with an humble 
| Reverence, and not without a | trombling Ve- 


neration. 

2. Set not about iti Duties without 
previous Preparation. In every Work, whe- 
ther Natural or Artificial, ſome Preparation is 
— to bring it to Perfection. In Works 


of * 
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of Nature, the Ground muſt be digg'd and 


dreſs d, plough*d and prepar d, before the Seed 


be caſt into it. In Works of Art, the Muſician 


muſt ſtring and tune his Inſtrument, before he 
can play his Leſſon melodiouſly: Surely then 
in holy and religious Duties (towards which 
our Hearts are naturally ſo backward and a- 
verſe) it concerns us to exerciſe a Preparatory 


Care to bring our Hearts into, and keep them 


in ſuch a holy, humble, joyful, thankful Frame 


and Poſture, that God may have the Glory, 
and we the Comfort of all our Religious Ad- 


dreſſes to him, and Attendance upon him, in 
the Way of his Ordinances. 3 

3. Keep a watchful Eye upon thy Heart 
when thou art engaged in any religious Duty: 


Never are our Hearts ſo apt to wander as at 


ſuch a time, and therefore they require a ſtrong 


Guard. How very backward is the Heart to 


Duty? How naturally dead and dull in Duty:? 
How ſoon. weary of D 
tences will our Hearts make to -cauſe us to 
. omit holy Performances, or to render us heed- 
leſs and lifeleſs in them? Therefore as good 
Nehemiah, when building, did work and 
watch, watch and work, ſo we muſt in Duty 
-pray and watch, watch and pray. 


4. Make Conſcience of glorifying God in 
all Religious Duties, one as well as another: 
Partiality is hateful to God in the Duties of 


Religion, which have all a Divine Stamp up- 
on them. Many complain of their Deadneſs 
in Prayer, and Dulneſs under the Word, who 


never came to the Sacrament : Wonder not at 


it, God will not meet thee in nas: | 
| i 


uty? How many Pre- 


| 
! 
| 
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thou accepteſt him. 


if thou neglecteſt him in another. We muſt 
not limit and bind the Holy Spirit to this or 
that Duty, but wait upon him in all. Almigh- 
ty God 4s pleaſed to communicate himſelf with 
great Vary to his Children, at one time in 
this Ordinance, at another time in that, on 
purpoſe to keep the Eſteem of all in our Hearts, 
and to engage us to attend upon all conſcien- 
tiouſly in the whole Courſe of our Lives. 
5. Look that in all thy Religious Duties thou 
ſerveſt God with an holy Alacrity, with a ſpi- 
ritual Delight and Joy. Joy ſuits no Perſon fo 
well as a Chriſtian, and at no Seaſon ſo well as 
when waiting upon God in Religious Duties : 


We have a Promiſe of it, Ja. 12. 3. With 


oy ſhall ye draw Water out of the Wells of 

alvation. And we have alſo a Promiſe e 
unto it, Ia. 64. 5. Thou meeteſt bim that 
rejoiceth, and worketh Righteouſneſs ; that is, 


6. Look that thy End in attending upon 


Religious Duties be the ſame with God's End 


in appointing them; namely, Firſt, That by 
them we ſhould pay our Homage to him as 
our Sovereign Lord: And, Secondly, that 


through them he may communicate his Spiri- 


tual Bleſſings into his Peoples Boſoms. 


7. Above all, take Care that thou doſt not 

blot thy holy and religious Duties by a wic- 
hed and wnholy Life. A little ſeeming Zeal at 

thy Devotion in the Church, will not gild over 


the Week's Miſcarriages in thy Shop, nor at- 


tone for thy Pride and Paſſion, for thy De- 


ceit and Fraud, for thy Riot and Exceſs. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. vn. | 
Of glorifying God in Publick Warſhip. 


I T is confeſs'd by all Perſons who have any 
Senſe of God and Religion upon their 
Minds, that they were made to ſerve and glo- 
rify their Great Creator, by a conſtant Ac- 
knowledgment of his Sovereignty over them, 
and their continual Dependance upon him. 
Now much of the Honour of God, and the 
Credit of Religion, depends upon the due Per- 
formance of his publick Worſhip ; this glo- 
rites Jod much more than any private Ad- 
dreſſes from the Family or the Cloſet, both as 
it creates a greater Veneration and Eſteem of 
God in the Minds of Men, and alſo becauſe 
publick and ſolemn Adoration are the moſt 
illuſtrious Teſtimonies we can render to God 
of our Homage to him. Beſides, how rea- 
ſonable is it, that we ſhould own the God 
whom we ſerve, in the Face of the World? 
Not but that a Chriſtian honovrs God high- 
ys and ſerves him acceptably, by his Family 
uties and Cloſet Devotions ; but we do much 
more glorify him by our publick Addreſſes. 
Then we honour God eminently, when we 
let others ſee conſpicuouſly the high Eſteem 
we have of his Excellencies, and cauſe the 
Voice of his Praiſe to be heard among Men. 
The Honour that is done to Perſons a- 
mong Men, is not done in ſecret, but is al- 
ways a publick Thing. Honour me before 


| the Elders of my People, ſaid Saul to Sa- 


muel ; in like manner we give unto the Lord 
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42 Of glorifying G o » 
the Honour due unto his Name, when others 
are Witneſſes of the Eſteem which we have 
of his divine PerfeCtions, by our reverent Ac- 
knowledgment of him in his publick Worſhip. 
To excite you therefore to a diligent and daily 
Attendance upon God in publick Worſhip, as 
you have Opportunity, conſider, (1.) That 
publick Worſhip glorifies God moft. (2.) He 
accepts it beſt. | 

1. Publick Worſhip glorifies God moſt, be- 
cauſe hereby a Senſe of God and Religion is 
beſt kept up, and preſerved in the World, 
which otherwiſe would be in danger of being 
Joſt. If the publick Aſſemblies fall, Reli- 
gion cannot long ſtand; the Worſhip of God 
in our Cloſets will not do this, becauſe it is 
unſeen. What' we do alone, no Body ſees, 
(nor is it intended that they ſhould) and there- 
fore that cannot induce others to the ſame Way 
of glorifying God: But when Men ſee a Body 
of Chriſtians aſſembled together in an humble 
manner, with pious Devotion and ſubmiſſive 
Reverence, with bended Knees, and Eyes lift- 
ed up to Heaven, paying their ſolemn Acknow- 
ledgments to the Author of their Being, this 
ſtrikes Men with a certain Awe, and ſupports 
the Belief both of God's Exiſtence and Bene- 
ficence alſo in the Minds of Men: As for In- 
ſtance, when we ſee a great Multitude of poor 
People conſtantly waiting at the Gates of a 


Houſe, we preſently conclude that ſome great 


and good Man dwells there, whom the Poor 

wait upon: Thus doth the publick Worſhip of 

pious Chriſtians ſpread the Fame of God's ex- 

- traordinary Goodneſs far and near; 2 
| | hae w 
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in Publick Worſhip. 43 
when few or none tread in the Courts of his 
Houſe (which were built to contain a multitude 
of Worſhippers, and to repreſent the incon- 
ceivable Greatneſs of that God who is therein 
worſhipped) this very much damps the Senſe 
of God and Religion in the World, and repre- 
ſents him after a poor and contemptible Fa- 
ſhion. Oh! how unſuitable then is it, that 
the Worſhip of ſuch a ſuper-excellent and tran- 
ſcendent Being as God is, ſhould be confined 
to our Cloſets and private Houſes, when it is 
much more ſuitable and agreeable to his Na- 
ture, that we magnify and. praiſe him as open- 
ly and publickly as poſſibly we can, that fo we 
may not ſeem to worſhip ſome little petty 
Deity, but the Almighty and Univerſal Lord 
of Heaven and Earth! © 

2. As publick Worſhip glorifies God moſt, 
ſo he accepts it beſt; for there is nothing that 
Almighty God more delights in, than in the 
joint Prayers and Praiſes of his People, Pſal. 


87. 2. The Lord loves the Gates of Sion more 
than all the Dwellings of Jacob. No doubt, 
the Prayers which good put up to Almigh- 


ty God from under their private Roofs, are 
very acceptable to him; but if a Chriſtian's 
ſingle Voice in Prayer be ſo ſweet, what is the 
Church's Choir, the joint Prayer of a Multi- 
tude of good Men in concert together! A Fa- 
ther is glad to ſee any one of his Children at his 
Houſe, and makes him welcome when he vi- 
ſits him, but when they meet all together there, 
then is the Feaſt and ſplendid Entertainment. 
Verily the publick Prayers and Praiſes of God's 
Children, are the Emblems of Heaven ; and a 
| C 2 devout 
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devout Soul when joining in the publick Af(- 
ſemblies, looks upon himſelf as in the very 
Suburbs of Heaven, it being the neareſt Ap- 
proach that he can make to that glorified So- 
ciety on this ſide G 

In order to your profitable Attendance upon 
God in his publick Worſhip, let the follow- 
ing Directions be obſerv'd by you. 

1. Come always at the Beginning of pub- 
lick Worſhip, and tarry conſtantly till all is 
ended ; neither come late, nor run away ear- 
1y, before the Blefling be given, which many 
careleſs People rudely do, as if they were as 
glad to get out of God's Houſe as out of a Pri- 
ſon. Thoſe two pious and uſeful Men, whoſe 
Memories you of this Place have ſuch a deſerv d 
Veneration for, Mr. Regers, ſome time your 
Miniſter, and Mr. Hilderſbam, the one in his 
Expoſition of St. Peter, and the other in his 
Lectures on St. John, do give frequent Advice 
to their People, not only to come at the Be- 
ginning, but before the Beginning of publick 
Worſhip : It becoming the People, ſay they, 
to wait for the Miniſter, rather than the Mi- 
niſter to flay for the People. Think not then 
that you are time enough at Church, if you 
get to the Sermon, though you miſs the Pray- 
ers, for they prepare you for the Word, and 
ſanctify the Word unto ydu. It is not the 
way to profit by one Ordinance, to neglect 
another. 13 

2. Enter the publick Aſſemblies awfull 
and reverently, pteſume not to come into the 
Houſe of God as you do into a Play - Houſe or 
Dancing-School, laughing and toying, nor to 
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go out of it as ſuch; but labour for a lively 
and vigorous Senſe of God impreſs'd upon your 


Minds, and to get your Hearts paſſeſs'd with 


the Confideration of the infinite Majeſty, and 
glorious Excellency of that God whom you 
are addrefling your ſelves unto. 
3. When preſent in the publick Aſſemblies, 
Join uniformly with the Congregation in all the 
arts of God's Worſhip : It makes much for 
the Comelineſs and Reverence of God's Wor- 
ſhip, that all things be done in order ; when 
the Congregation prays, hears, kneels, and fangs 


together, as if the whole Congregation were 


but one Man. 

4. Look that the Intention of your Mind, 
and the Reverence of your Body, do always 
accompany. each other in the Publick Worſhip 
of God; particularly in Prayer, look that your 
Soul aſcend with every Petition that is put up at 
the Throne of Grace, and let the Poſture of 


thy Body declare the Veneration of thy Soul. 


To that end, always kneel at Prayer, if with 
any Conveniency you can. This Poſture of 
Kneeling, and ſometimes of ly ing proſtrate up- 
on the Face in Prayer, was conſtantly uſed in 
the Jewiſh Church, and the Chriſtian Church 
was never acquainted with any other Poſture, 


except only betwixt Eaſter and Whitſontide, 


when, in Memory of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
they were Wont to ſtand. As for ſuch a- 
mongſt us who rudely fit at Prayer, it ſhews, 


that their Minds are not poſſeſs'd with an aw- 
ful Senſe of that vaſt and infinite Diſtance and 


Diſproportion that is betwixt God and them. 
| no where appears in the Scripture to 
6 © BM have 
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in: Conſider the Worth and Value of an Op- 
portunity for thy Soul, which thou art that 


have been uſed as a praying Poſture. As ſor 
that one Text, 2 Sam. 7. 18. that Dau ſat 
before the Lord, and ſaid, &c. it may as well be 
read, David abode or flay'd before the Lord, 
and fo is render'd 1 Sam. 1. 22. Nor is it with 


me ſuppoſable, that David would preſent his 


Supplications to Almighty God in ſuch a ſaucy 
manner, as he would not ſuffer one of his own 
Subjects to preſent a Petition to himſelf, A 
Prince would not like an irreverent Behaviour 


from his Servants in his Bed-Chamber, where 


none beſides himſelf is witneſs to it, much lefs 
would he bear it in his Preſence-Chamber, 
where he fits upon his Throne before a Mul- 


| titude of his Subjects. | 


5. Therefore to compoſe the Frame of your 
Mind, and to regulate the Behaviour of your 
Body whilſt you are attending upon Almighty 


God in his publick Ordinances, often remem- 


ber the ſeveral Eyes that are upon you, and 
taking notice of you ; namely, the All-ſeeing 
Eye of God, the obſerving Eye of Conſci- 
ence, the vigilant Eye of the World, and the 
malignant Eye of Satan. * 

6. Never attend upon Almighty God in 
Publick Duties, before you have waited upon 
him in your private Devotions: Enter the Clo- 
ſet before you enter into God's Houſe, and 


there firſt conſider, and then pray. Conſider 


with thy ſelf the Weight and Importance of 
thoſe Duties which thou art about to 


ten upon the Stritneſs-of that Accouit which - 
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in Publick Worſhip. 47 
is to be given, from the long Enjoyment of the 
plentiful Means of Grace afforded to thee. 
Next bow thy Knees to Almighty God in Pray- 
er, humbly implore his gracious Preſence with 
thee, and Aſſi ſtance of thee in thy private 
Preparations, and in thy publick Adminiſtra- 
tions alſo. Remember that as thou can'ſt do 
nothing of thy ſelf at the Ordinance without 
God's Aſſiſtance, ſo will God do nothing for 
thee by the Ordinance, without thy Endea- 
vours: The Remembrance of the former will 
ſtir thee up to a more fervent Supplication, and 
a more importunate Expectation of Help from 
Heaven; and the Confideration of the latter, 
will excite our Diligence and Care both in our 
Preparation for, and Attendance upon, all the 
ſacred and folemn Inſtitutions of Almighty God. 

Never therefore go forth out of thine own 
Houſe without Preparation and Prayer, to the 
Houſe of God; and let ſuch of you as plead to 
me want of Ability to expreſs your Deſires to 
God, make uſe of the Prayer for the Lord's 
Day, at the end of this Book, or ſome other, 
compoſed to your Hand, both in your Cloſet 
alone, and alſo in your Family, changing only 
the Perſon, according as you pray by yourſelf 
alone, or together with your Houſhold. 

7. As ſoon as the Publick Ordinances are 
over, retire and withdraw thy ſelf from the 
World, and be much in the preſent Meditation 
of what thou haſt heard, If thou art a ſingle 
Perſon, call thy ſelf to an Accounty if thou 


| haſt a Family, call thy Houſhold to give an 


Account of what they have heard that Day, 
and endeavour. thy ſelf (according to thy Duty) T 


O glrifiing Gov 


to be their Remembrancer, by repeating to 
2 either by Strength of thy Memory, or 
by the Help of thy Pen, the chief Heads of 
Diſcourſe which were inſiſted upon, for the 
informing of their Judgments, and directing 


of their Practice. This was the pious Practice 


of your Fore-fathers z and if ever Religion re- 
covers its decayed Strength, it muſt be by the 
Help and Encouragement of Family Gover- 


nours, who holily reſolve, that whatever o- 


thers do, they and theirs will ſerve the Lord. 
8. Conclude and end the Day of Publick 
Worſhip with Family Prayer, wa a Pſalm of 


Praiſe, bewailing the Miſcarriages of your 


Hearts in holy Duties, imploring Forgiveneſs 
of the Iniquity of your holy Things, and the 
Acceptation of your Sacrifice and Service in 


and through our great High Prieſt and worthy 


Mediator: And if thou wanteſt Words to ex- 


preſs thy ſelf, thou wilt find Aſſiſtance among 


the _ at the End. 


* 


(WAS 0 
Of glirifying God in our Family WWarſhip. - 


AN's chief Prerogative and Dignity which 
he hath to glory of, is this, that he is 
the only Creature in the viſible World, made 


to worſhip and enjoy his great Creator, All 
the Creatures are Servants, but Man only is a 


Prieſt to God; they - obey their Maker, he 
only worſhips him. This Worſhip, under the 


We was limited to a particular Place, to 
p wit, | 
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wit, the Tabernacle and the Temple. But 
under the Goſpel, Almighty God has declared 
that it is his Will, that Men pray every where, 
lifting up pure Hands,without Wrath and Doubt- 


ing. ' Almighty God therefore not only allows 


Chriſtians the Liberty, but enjoins them the Duty 
of worſhipping him with their Houſhold : And 
accordingly we find, that religious Houſholders 
have, in all Ages, conſtantly and conſcientiouſly 
performed this Duty: Devout Cornelius his 
Family-Religion ſtands upon record, As 1 0.2. 
He feareth God, and all his Houſe ; that is, 


he reverenc'd and worſhipp'd him: It is added, 


that he gave much Alms to the People, and pray d 
to God alway. Surely, he that was fo charita- 
ble at his Door to refreſh the pinch'd Bowels 
of his poor Neighbours, could not be ſo cruel 
to his Relations Souls within his Houſe, as to 
lock up his Religion in a Cloſet from them. 
To convince you of the Equity and Reaſon- 
ableneſs of the Duty of worſhipping. God dai- 
ly, in and with your Families, conſider; _ 
1. That Right which Almighty God has to 
your Family Worſhip, by virtue of that Rela- 
tion which he ſtands in to your Families. He 
is the Founder of your Families, the continual 
Preſerver of. them, and a daily Benefactor to 
them; the very Being of your Families, as 
ſuch, is from the Lord: He builds the Houſe, 
he ſetteth the Solitary in Families. He has 
owned this Domeſtical Society chiefly for bis, 
own. Glory, and next to that, for our Good 
and Comfort. Vour Families then are God's by 
a Right of Creation, and by a Right of Con- 
ſervation allo, rms amy and be ſuſtaing 


> 


them 
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them: We and ours live upon his Bounty, 
and are maintained at his Coſt; tis his Fleece 
and his Wool which we daily wear, and he 
giveth us richly all Things to enjoy. Now 
if the Ox knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his 
Maſter's Crib, ſhall a Family, which Almigh- 
ty God doth hourly ſuſtain and nouriſh, neg- 
lect to pay their Homage to him, and own 
their Dependance on bim? 25 

2. Conſider the Obligations you lie under 
to the Performance of this Duty, both in point 
of Duty, and in point of Intereſt. 

In point of Duty: (1.) As you are intruſt- 
ed by Almighty God with the Care and 
Charge of your Children, and Servaats alſo; 
for which Reaſon, every Parent and Maſter 
is in ſome meaſure a Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King, in and unto his Houſhold. As a Pro- 
phet, he is to teach them by Inſtruction and 
Example: As a Prieft, he is to offer up the 
daily Sacrifice of Prayer and Praiſe for them: 
And as a King, he is to command his Chil- 
dren and his Houſhold after him to keep the 
Way of the Lord. 5 

In point of Intereſt alſo: (z.) Have you 
not many Family Sins to confeſs, and many 
Family Wants to ſupply ? Now is there any 
that can pardon the one, or ſupply the other, 
beſides God ? If thy Children want Bread, 
canſt thou put it into their Mouths before God. 
puts it into thy Hand ? If they want Grace, 
can any work it in their Heart, but the God 
of all Grace? In a word ; Do you not daily 
receive many Family Mercies from the Hand 
of divine Bounty ? And 2 
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that they which eat of the ſame Feaſt, ſhould 


join in the ſame Song of Praiſe to the Founder 


of it? When you awake in the Morning, 
and find none of your Family dead in their 
Beds, or buried in the Ruins of their Habita- 
tion, but all of you preſervd from Death and 
Danger, and deliver'd from the Power and Ma- 
lice of evil Spirits, and out of the Hands of 
unreaſonable and wicked Men; is not this a 
Mercy that deſerves thy calling thy Family to- 
ether, jointly to offer up your thankful Ac- 
wledgments to the God of your Mercies? 

3. Conſider that the very Heathens at the 
Great Day will riſe up in Judgment, and con- 


 demn all ſuch Perſons as live in the Neglect of 
worſhipping God in their Families. For even 


they had their Houſhold Gods, as they called 
them, unto whom they ſacrificed Morning and 
Evening, that they might obtain their Favour, 
and be ſucceſsful in their Enterprizes. The 
old Heathens were wont to ſay, Now we haue 
facrific'd, let us go to Bed. How many that 
call themſelves Chriſtians, ſay, Now we have 
ſupp'd, let us ga to Bed. Oh! what ſhall we 
think of ſuch Perſons ? Are they Men, or are 
they Swine? They are ſunk not only below. | 
Heathens, but even as low as Brutes, who ne- 
ver look up to the Hand that feeds them. 

Now that your Family Worſhip may be per- 
form'd in an acceptable and advantageous man- 
ner, let the following Advices be obſerved by you. 

1. Take care that Family Worſhip be per- 
formed conſtantly and ſeaſonably. By Family 
Worſhip, I mean eſpecially Family Prayer, 
Reading the Holy Scriptures, Gt, Catechizing 
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and inſtructing Children and Servants in the 
Fundamental Principles of Chriftianity, and 
praiſing God in Singing. All which Duties 
the Family Governor is to take care not only 
that they be performed conflantly but ſeaſonia- 
bly, at ſuch times as are freeſt in regard of 
Interruption ; particularly the Morning is the 
fitteſt Seaſon, when our Spirits are freſh and 
lively, and before a throng of worldly Buſi- 
neſs crouds in upon us: You will find it is 
much better to go from Prayer to Buſineſs, | 
than from Buſineſs to Prayer, in regard of the | 
Freedom of your Minds from diſtracting | 
Thoughts. So when the Evening comes on, | 
delay not the Performance of your Duty to | 
an unſeafonable Hour. Some Maſters call for | 
the Cuſhion to go to Prayer, when they are 
more fit for the Pillow, and to go to Sleep. 
But ſuppoſing that this ſhould not be thine | 
own Caſe, thou art wakeful thy ſelf, yet thou | 
ought'ſt to conſider the Condition of thy poor 
Servants, who work hard in the Day, and to 
take heed that thou doſt not expoſe them to 
the Sin and Temptation of a drowſy Prayer. 

2. Look upon it as thy obliged Duty to 
pray Morning and Evening in thy Family. 
Many Maſters pray neither Morning nor 
Night with their Houſhold ;- ſome pray at 
Night only, and then ſo late, that a Child is 
aſleep in one Corner, and a Servant in ano» 
ther, and the Maſter himſelf between fleeping 
and waking : Can ſuch hanging down our 

Heads, inftead of lifting up our Hands, be ac- 
|. _cepted as an Evening Sacrifice? - Surely we 
; cannot expect it, To convince you how 
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reaſonably Almighty God may expect from 
you a Morning as well as an Evening Sacri- 
fice of Prayer and Praiſe, conſider, (1.) That 
under the Law, Almighty God required thus 
much, namely, both a' Morning and Evening 
Sacrifice, which was called The continual 
Burnt-Offering. (2.) That we have no Rea- 
ſon to think or ſuppoſe that Almighty God 


expects leſs, but rather more Homage and ſpi- 
ritual Worſhip, from us now, having freed us 


from the Burden of ſuch Ceremonial Obſerv- 


ances as they were obliged to then. (3.) That 


the often repeated Commands of the Goſpel, 
which require us to pray always, and to pray 


without ceaſing, cannot reaſonably be thought 


to ſignify leſs than praying as often as the 
Jews offered Sacrifice, which was Morning 
and Evening. And this may as properly be 
called a Praying continually, as the Morning 
and Evening Sacrifices under the Law were 
called a continual Burnt-Offering : So that if 
you do not pray Morning and Evening, you 
muſt ſuppoſe that Almighty God. will accept 


of leſs Service under the Goſpel, than he did 


under the Law. 


3. Advice is this. Spend ſo much Time 


in Family Worſhip, and particularly in Pray- 
er, that thoſe that jain- with you may be af-. 
ſected, but not ſo much Time as to be wea- 


ried with the Duty. My Meaning plainly 


is, be neither too ſhort, nor yet too tedious ; 
To ariſe up from our Knees before our Hearts 
are affected either with our own Sins, or with 


God's Mercies, is to come.away from a Du- 
ty no better than we went to it: And. fuch 
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as over-haſty Brevity argues very little De- 
light that we take in the Duty, but ſhews, 
that we are very glad to get out of God's 
Preſence as ſoon as we can. And on the 
other hand, too much Prolixity and Length in 
Duty has its Inconveniencies, and makes the 
Duty burdenſome, and Perſons the more back - 
ward to the Performance of it. Let thy Pru- 
dence then ſo guide thee in the Management 
of thy Duty, that God may have the Glory, 
thy ſelf and others the Benefit of thy Attend- 
ance on him in holy Duties. . 

4. Labour to preſerve Family Peace: If 
you would acceptably perform Family Prayers, 
agree together in Love, that your Prayers be 
not hinder'd. This is certain, that Religion 
and the Power of Holineſs, can never thrive 
or proſper in that Family where Diſcord and 
Contention dwells, you may as well hope to 
live together comfortably in an Houſe on fire, 
as pray together acceptably when your Spirits 
are inflam'd with Paſſion, or imbitter'd with 
Prejudice one againft another ; nay verily, the 
Body may as well thrive in a Fever, as ſuch 
a Family grow in Grace. As the Fire in the 
Bones muſt be quench'd, and-the Body brought 
to its natural Temper and Diſpoſition before 
it can thrive and grow healthy; ſo theſe un- 
kindly Heats muſt be quench'd ina Family be. 
fore Religion-can thrive or proſper : That Fa- 
mily will be unſucceſsful in praying, that is 
much in ſquabbling and brawling, often con- 
tending with, and claſhing againſt one another. 

5. Take heed of ſetting up Family Wor- 
ſhip in oppoſition to Publick Worſhip, or to 
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ſuffer the one to interfere with the other : We 
can ſay our Prayers (ſay ſome) in the Chim- 
ney Corner, what need we go to Church to 
do it ? But at this rate, all Senſe of. God and 
Religion will be utterly loſt in the World; and 
is not the Communion of Saints, and the Fel- 


lowſhip of holy Chriſtians, a Privilege worth 


thy prizing ? How does the Preſence of de- 
vout Souls ſometimes fire and inflameour cold 
Spirits, and cauſe them to grow into greater 


| Ardours and Tranſports of Zeal ? Thus the 


divine Herbert ſweetly expreſſes it: 


Though private Prayer be a brave Deſign, 
Yet Publick hath more Promiſes, more Love, &c. 
| Leave there thy Six and Seven 
To pray with moſt, for where moſt pray, is 


ed den. 


God allows you Time both for Publick 
Worſhip and Family Duties; he expects the 
joint Performance of both from you. Let 
iety and Prudence ſo guide and direct you in 
the Management of both, that God may be 
glorified, and your Souls improved by both. 

6. Let not the Senſe of thine own Weak. 
neſs or want of Gifts and Parts, &c. diſ- 
courage thee from the daily Performance of 
this Duty of Praying in and with thy Fami- 
ly; but in Obedience to God, ſet about it in 
the beſt manner thou art able, and he wilt 
pardon thy Weakneſs, and accept thy Since- 
Tity. It is not enlarged Parts and Gifts, and 
florid Expreſſions, that Almighty God looks 
at, but ag humble, penitent, broken, _— 

| ng 
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lieving Heart. Study your Sins, your Wants 
and Mercies, and get a Senſe of all theſe upon. 


— ae and you will be able in ſome 
ure, to expreſs your Deſires to Almighty 


God. But if, aſter all, the want of ſuitable 


Expreſſions does diſcourage thee from praying 
before others in- thy Family, make uſe of ſome 
of thoſe many good. Books of Devotion which. 
are amongſt us: Or if you have none of them, 
and are ſo poor that you cannot purchaſe them, 
make uſe of the Prayers at the End of this 
Book, to expreſs your Family Wants unto. 
Almighty God, Morning and Evening. 

Now as a Cloſe to this Advice to F amily- 
Governors, concerning the Performance of 
Family Worſhip, I ſhall only ſubjoin this one 
cautionary DireCtion : Take heed of reſting 


in thy Family Duties, and by no means think 


it ſufficient to prove thee a Saint, and evidence 


' thee a ſincere Chriſtian, becauſe thou art fre- 
quent in Family Duties. Alas! a Man may: 


ſet up the Worſhip of God. in. his Houſe, and. 
yet not enthrone God in his Heart. The Du- 


| ty itſelf is good, but the bare Performance of 


it will not demonſtrate thee to be ſo: Look. 
therefore how thou, daily walkeſt, as well as 
how thou prayeſt. 'Tis fad to pretend to Reli- 
i the Houſe, and to practiſe Deceit and. 

in the Shop. Oh how many begin. 


with b God by Prayer in the Morning, and keep. 


the Devil Company in Sin all the Day after! 
The Neglect of Family Duties will certainly 

beſpeak thee a bad Man : But the moſt conſtant 

Performance of them, without a i ſuitable. 


paar will never prove thee a Man. 
* 0 "CHAP: 
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GReat is the Condeſcenſion of Almighty 

God in holding Chmmunion with his 
Church in their publick Aſſemblies, when with 
united Prayers and Supplications they make 
their ſolemneſt Addreſſes to him: But, Oh 


ſtooping ſo low as to maintain a holy Fellow- 
ſhip and ſweet Communion with a ſingle 
Chriſtian in his Cloſet Devotions! Is it not 
enough, that in Heaven, when we ſhall put on 
our Robes of-Glory, that he will take us into 
his Royal Preſence, and admit us there to the 
Sight and Enjoyment of his Face and Favour; 
but will he now, whilſt we are clad with Rags 
of Mortality, and before our Grave Clothes 
are thrown off, entertain us alſo as his Friends, 
and indulge us the Liberty of giving him a 
Viſit in the remoteſt Corner of our Houſe ? 
Verily ſuch aſtoniſhing Love, and ſtupendous 
Condeſcenſion, is rather. to be admired than 
expreſſed by us. Now there is required of a 
Chriſtian ſeveral ſecret Duties, to the due 
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meditate upon his 
mire his wonderful Words and Works. 
2. Serious Self-Examination, by which we 
make daily enquiry into the State of our Souls, 
and thereby arrive at a well grounded Know- 
ledge of the Safety of our State and Condi- 
tion, by comparing the Frame of our Hearts 
and the Courſe of our Lives with the holy 
Rule of God's Commandments, and obſerv- 
ing their ſincere Conformity thereunto. 
- 3. Secret Prayer and Supplication, which 
- ought to be perform'd conftantly and ſeaſonably 
twice a Day. As ſoon as you ariſe out of Bed 
in the Morning, begin the Day with God, and 
make a moſt hearty tender of yourſelf to his 
Service and Glory, before you ſet about an 
worldly Buſineſs ; and never think of putting 


off your Clothes to lie down at Night, before 


you have commended yourſelves and all. yours 
unto his merciful Protection. For your En- 
couragement hereunto, you have the Practice 
and Example of our bleſſed Saviour, whom you 
find early in the Morning praying alone, St. 
Mark 1. 35. and late in the Evening, St. Matt. 
14. 23. and that this was our Saviour's uſual 
Practice, may be gathered from St. Luke 22. 
39. compared with St. Luke 21. 37. T hus 
Chriſt ſanctified this Duty by his own Example, 
and has by his Promiſe annex'd a gracious Re- 
ward to the faithful doing of it, St. Matt. 6. 6. 

All this our bleſſed Saviour did when he 
was here on Earth, and now that he is aſcend- 
ed up into Heaven, to what purpoſe is he ap- 
pointed our Interceſſor there, if we fend up 


no Prayers to him, to be pteſented by him to 


the Father? Be- 


ious Promiſes, to ad- 


g 7 


v @ - 0 


1 ww 5 1 OO 


in Secret Duties. 59 
Beſides this, the Senſe of our daily Wants, 


one would think, ſhould ſufficiently excite us 
to this Duty, we ſtanding in continual Need of 


| God; or if we could be ſuppoſed to want no- 


yet the Remembrance we have, that we 


| thing, 
hold All we call Ours by the meer Mercy of 


God, ſhould move us to acknowledge him, and 
to pay our Homage and Adorations to him. 
Add to this, that there is no ſuch Way to make 
Almighty God entirely our Friend, as by com- 
mending our ſelves in the Duty of Prayer to 
him, with a pious T ruft in his Mercy, and an 
entire devoting of our ſelves to his Service and 
Glory. But oh!] how inexpreſſible will be the 
Comfort of going to God as an Acquaintance, 
when we are going out of this World, if we 
can truly ſay, as that devout Man, Dr. Pre/ton, 
did, a little before his Death, I ſhall change 
my Place, but not my Company; how joy fully 
may we hope, and comfortably expect to go to 
God when we die, with whom we held a con- 
ſtant good Correſpondence, and maintain'd a 
ſweet Familiarity whilſt we liv'd ? | 


Let theſe Conſiderations, briefly hinted to K | 


thy T houghts, work in thee a pious Reſolution 
to begin and end the Day with God; this 
will antidote and fortify thy Soul againſt, the 
Contagion of Sin, and the Temptations of 
Sinners. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory tells us, that 
when St. Origen fell into that great Sin of 
offering Incenſe to an Idol-God, that Morn- 
ing he went forth before he had performed his 
private Devotions. We are never ſafe either 
from Sin or Danger, but when under the 
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of God; and Prayer is the Way and Means 


to engage God Almighty's Care over us, and 


Concern for us: By Prayer we fix our Minds 
upon him, we lay open our Souls before him, 
wie recommend our ſelves unto him, which 
gives our Minds the ſweeteſt and moſt ſolid 
Satisfaction that whatever Providences befal us, 
are certainly intended by an unerring Wiſdom 
for our Good, and in order to our Happineſs. 

Now, in order to our glorifying Almighty 
God in Secret Duties, let che — * 
tions be obſerved. 

. Be ſure that thou art private in thy e 
Duties, let it be true Secret Prayer, and not 
have its Name for nought: Remember our Sa- 
viour's Advice, St. Matt. 6. 6. Enter into thy 
— er when thou prayęſt, and ſhut thy Door; 

be ſure to ſhut it ſo cloſe that no Wind 
of Vain-glory may either get out or come in. 
Some Hypocrites pray in Secret, but, as they 
handle the matter, they are not ſecret in their 
Cloſets. Rather than be guilty of this Vanity, 
ſhut the Door of thy Lips, as well as thy Clo- 
ſet; not but that it is lawful to uſe the Voice 
in private Prayer, provided it be not for Oſten- 
tation, to be over-heard by others: Yea, and 
uſeful alſo, as it helps the Attention of the 
Mind, and prevents wandring Thoughts, and 
likewiſe quickens the Affections, by raiſing 
them up to a higher degree and pitch of Fer- 
veney. Chriſtian Prudence therefore muft 47 

rect thee what is beſt in this Caſe. of 

2. Look that thou art free and open with 
Almighty God in private Duties: come not 
* God in ſecret, and then conceal thy 8 
| om 
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from bim; lay open thy very Heart, and ſpread 
all thy ſecret Sins before him, and be ſure to 
hide nothing from him ; if thou art not free to 


confeſs, thou muſt not expect Forgiveneſs from 


God. Prayer is called in Scripture a pouring 
forth of the Soul to God, becauſe a gracious 
Perſon makes known all his Wants and Griefs 
to God, and does this with much freedom of 
Spirit: Verily there is nothing that Almighty 
God reſents more- unkindly at his Peoples 
hands, than their Attempts to conceal either 
their ſecret Sins, or their ſecret Wants from h 
when He ſtands ready ſo graciouſly to _— 
the one, and ſo mercifully to ſupply the other. 
Make uſe of the moſt proper and fitting 
Seaſon for ſecret Prayer, and take heed = 


one Duty doth not interfere with another, 


either with Family Prayer, or with Publick 
Worſhip. The Beauty of Chriſtianity con- 
ſiſts in the Harmony of a 2 Chriſtian Obedience, 
but the Devil takes a mighty. Pleaſure in put- 


ting Perſons upon ſetting the Ordinances of 


God at variance one againſt another : Look 
alſo that thy Cloſet-Devotions do not inter- 
fere with the Duties of thy particular Cal- 
ling : God allows Time for the Shop, as well 
as for the Cloſet ; as thou art to ſhut thy Clo- 
ſet-Doors to pray, ſo to open thy Shop- Win- 
dows for Work; and if we be not faithful in 
the one, we cannot expect his Preſence in the 
other. Go then, O Chriſtian, into thy Cloſet, 
before thou goeſt into thy Shop, or ele thou 
art an Atheiſt; but when thou haſt been 
with God there, attend with Faithfulneſs the 


ann 
| pocrite, 
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pocrite. He that ſays, Be fervent in Prayer, 


ſays alſo, Be not flothful in Buſineſs. 

* Take — 2 — Perfor- 
mance of ſecret Duties do not degenerate into 
a lifeleſs Formality. What we do very fre- 
quently, we are prone to do very careleſly; it 
is exceeding hard not to grow formal in thoſe 
Duties which we are daily converſant in. En- 
deavour therefore with the utmoſt Care and 
Diligence to keep up the Fervour of your Aﬀec- 
tions in your daily Approaches to God; and 
in order thereunto, I would adviſe you to pra 
often, rather than very long, for it is difficult 
to be long in our Prayers, and not to ſlacken 
our Affections. Our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
we find praying often, yea, and uſing the ſame 
Words in Prayer, St. Matt. 26. 44. 

5. Reſt not upon it as an infallible Evidence 
of thy Sincerity, that thou art found in the 
Practice of ſecret Duties. * Tis poſſible for Hy- 
pocrily to creep into the Cloſet. A Man may 
perform ſecret Duties, and yet indulge himſelf 
in many ſecret Sins: but if thou delighteſt in 
Searching Duties as well as Secret, in the cloſe 
Examination of thy Heart, in the impartial 

Trial of thy Ways, in ſerious Meditation on 
the Threatnings of the Word, ſo as to deter 
thee from the Practice of all known Sin, this 
will afford thee a good Ground of Hope that 
thy Heart is upright in God's Sight. 

6. Let not Buſineſs divert thee, let not the 
Senſe of thy own Weakneſs and want of Abili- 
ties diſcourage thee from the Practice of ſecret 
Dbties, eſpecially from praying daily by thy 


ſelf: Conſeſs all thy Sins, and lay open all thy 


Wants 


* 
- 


* 
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Wants before Almighty God, in the beſt man- 
ner thou art able, and queſtion not the Accept- 
ance of thy worthleſs Services, ſince thou haſt 
ſo worthy a Mediator: and rather than the 
Senſe of thine own Weakneſs and want of 
Expreſſion ſhould tempt thee to negleR this 
Duty, make uſe of the Prayers at the end of 
this Book, for a private Perſon. | 


CHAP. XI. | 
Of Reading the Holy Scriptures daily. 


T HE Holy Bible being a Letter wrote un- 

to us by the Finger of God himſelf, what 
is our reading of it, and daily converſing with 
it, but a comm ining with the Almighty, and 
making an Enquiry after that Revelation of 
his Will, which his Wiſdom has been pleaſed 
to make unto us? How ſtupendous then is the - 
Folly and Impiety of thoſe who either lay the 
Bible aſide as a neglected Book, or elſe read it 
careleſly, irreverently, unattentively, without 
an honeſt Simplicity of Mind, to be guided, in- 
ſtructed, and directed by it. To prevent the 
Sin and Danger of both which Neglects, it will 
be our Wiſdom to reſolve with our ſelves to 


_ redeem ſome Time every Day, either Morn- 


ing or Evening, or both, to read in our Clo- 
ſets, as well as in our Families, ſome part of 
God's holy Word. And that we may read it 
with the greater Profit, reſolve we to read the 
Bible thro, and in order, which may be done 
once a Year, by reading about three Chapters 
every Day, two out of the Old TR, 
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and one out of the New. In the Diſcharge of 
which Duty, the following Directions may 
be of Uſe and Advantage to us. | 


1. The firſt Preparative to our Reading the 


Holy Scripture ſhould be Prayer: As the 
Scriptures were dictated at firſt by the Holy 
Spirit, ſo do they ftill owe their Effects and 
Influences to the Spirit's Co-operation, he 
teacheth his People to profit ; the Things of 
the Spirit, the Apoſtle tells us, are ſpiritually 
diſcern'd, 1 Cor. 2. 14. And altho' the Natu- 
ral Man may well enough apprehend” the Let- 
ter and Grammatical Senſe of the Scripture, 
yet its Power and Energy, that perſuaſive Force 
whereby it works upon Mens Hearts, this is 
peculiar to the Spirit; and therefore, without 
his Aid, the Bible, whilſt it lies open before us, 
may be as a Book that is ſealed to us. When- 
ever therefore thou takeſt the Bible into thy 
Hands, dart up ſuch Ejaculations as theſe to- 
wards Heaven, and ſay, Lord, open thou mine 
Eyes, that I may ſee the wondrous Things of thy 
Law. Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, teach me 
thy Statutes. Let thy good Word be a Light 
unto my Feet, and a Lamp unto my Paths. 
Order my Steps in thy Word, and let no Ini- 
quity have Dominion over me, Give me Un- 
derſtanding, that I may walk all my Days by the 
Counſel of thy Word, and in the End of my 
Days die i the Comfort of it. If you read 
the Word of God without Prayer, you muſt 
expect to read it without Profit. 

2. A ſecond Qualification preparatory to the 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures, is Reverence. 
When we take the Bible into our Hands, we 
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ſhould do it with other Sentiments and Appre- 

henſions than when we take a common Book, 

conſidering that to all that converſe with it, tis 

either the Savour of Life unto Life, or of 

Death unto Death; that is, in the regular and 
right uſe of it, *tis the Inſtrument of our Sal- 

vation; but upon our abuſe of it, tis the Pro- 
moter of our Deſtruction. Accordingly we find 
good Men, in all Ages, have been wonderfully 
affected with the Holy Scriptures, and to the 
inward Reverence of their Minds have joined 
the outward Proſtration of their Bodies, never 
reading the Bible but upon their Knees, to the 
great Reproach and Shame of our Profaneneſs, 
who ſnatch up the Bible as we do a Play-book, 
and read it with as little Reverence and Re- 

gard ; yet with this Difference, that we diſ- 
miſs the one much ſooner, and retain the Im- 
preſſions of the other much longer. Now this 
proceeds in ſome from the want of that habi- 
tual Reverence, which we ſhould always have 
to the Word of God; and in others, from the 
want of actual exciting of that inward Reverence 


when they go to read. This is certain, that 


where there is no Reverence, there can be no 
proſpect of any genuine and laſting Obedience. 
3. A third Requiſite to the Reading of the 
Holy Scriptures with Profit, is Sincerity. Ibis 
is twofold ; namely, a Sincerity of the Under- 
ſtanding, in order to Belief, and a Sincerity-of 
the Wil, in order unto Practice. We muſt 
come to the Word of God with a Preparation 
of Mind to embrace indifferently-whatever God 
reveals as the Object of our Faith; and we muſt. 
alſo direct our reading to the proper End for 
3 - Db which 
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which the Holy Scriptures were defign'd, name- 
ly, the knowing God's Will, in order to the 


doing of it, Pſal. 111.10. A good Underſtand- 


ing have all they that do his Commandments. 

4. Read the Scriptures with eſpecial. Atten- 
tion, *Tis Folly and Lightneſs not todo ſo in 
the reading of human Authors, but *tis ſinful 
and dangerous not to do fo in peruſing of this 
Divine Book : What greater Contempt can be 
ſhewn of a Man whom we hear ſpeak, if we 
mind not at all what is ſpoken by him? This 
vile Affront do all thoſe put upon Almighty 
God, who hear or read his Word, but give it 
no Attention ; the Virtue which God has put 
into his Word, conſiſts not in the Letters and 
Syllables of it, which are no more ſacred than 
thoſe of another Book; but *tis the Senſe and 
Meaning which is divinely infpired, and which 
can never be underſtood by drowſy and unat- 
tentive Readers. 

5. Read the Word of God with particular 
Application. 'This is the proper End of our 
Attention : Let us therefore, when we read, 
look upon our ſelves as ſpoken to in what we 
read : When we read our Saviour's Denuncia- 
tion to the Jews, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
periſh, Luke 13. 5. we are to look upon it as 
ſpoken to our ſelves, and to conclude the in- 
diſpenſible Neceflity of our own Repentance. 
When we read that black Catalogue of Crimes 
in 1 Cor. 6. 10. which exclude Perſons from 


the Kingdom of Heaven, we are to believe that 


the ſame Crimes will as certainly ſhut Heaven 
Gates againſt us, as againſt thoſe to whom that 


Epiſtle Was immediately directed. So in all the 


 Precepts 


Holy Scriptures daily. - © | 


Precepts of a good Life, we are to think our 
ſelves as nearly and particularly concern'd, as if 
we had been Chriſt's Auditors on the Mount. In 
like manner, when we read the Threatnings and 
Promiſes, we are either to tremble or hope, ac- 
cording as we adhere to thoſe Sins againſt which 
the Threatnings are denounc'd ; or practiſe 
thoſe Duties to which the Promiſes are annex'd. 
6. Read the Word of God with a Reſolution 
to practiſe what thou readeſt, otherwiſe all 
your Reading ſerves but to increaſe your Guilt, 
and will aggravate your Condemnation. As 
Chriſtianity is not a ſpeculative Science, but a 
practical Art of Holy Living; ſo the Bible 
was not given us meerly for a Theme of Spe- 
culation, but for a Rule of Life. Alas, what 
will it avail us that our Knowledge is right, „ 
our Manners be crooked, and our Practice be 
bad? We ſhall wiſh another Day we had 
ſtudied the Alcoran rather than the Book of 
Life. Read then the holy Lives and Actions 
of God's Children, not as Matters of Hiſtory 
only, but as Patterns of Imitation. When 
thou read'ſt of Noah's Uprightneſs, of Abra- 
ham's Faithfulneſs, of Moſes's Meekneſs, of 
David's Devotion, of Job's Patience, of Jo- 
ſiab's Zeal, labour to be inwardly endued with 
the ſame — and to be outwardly adorn'd. 
with the ſame Grices. Wo unto us if we 
read the Bible as Hiſtorians, only to furniſh our 
ſelves with Matter for Diſcourſe, and not as 
Chriſtians to regulate our Lives according tothe 
Precepts and Examples contained in it; other- 
wiſe it will undoubtedly prove the ſaddeſt His 
wy ns ever we read in all our Lives. 
a 5 D 2 7. Let 
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7. Let the Word thou readeſt in the Morn- 
ing, be much upon. thy Thoughts all the Day 
after, as thou haſt Opportunity; if alone, ei- 
ther walking or working, meditate upon what 
thou haſt read; thy Thoughts may be buſy, 
and yet thy Hands -not be idle ; thy Heart 
may be in Heaven, while thy Hand is at the 
Plough : How is it poſſible to profit by the 
Word read, if we never think of it after we 
have read it? David tells us, that he had 
more Underſtanding than his Teachers, becauſe 
the Law of God was his Study and Meditation 
all the Day long, Pal. 119. 99. If thou art in 
Company, either with thy Children or Ser- 
vants, Almighty God both directs thee, and 
commands thee alſo to make his Word the 
Subject-Matter of thy Diſcourſe unto them, 
Deut. 6. 6. Theſe Words which I command 
thee this Day ſhall be in thy Heart, and thou 
ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Children, 
and ſhalt talk of them when thou ff in thy 
| Houſe, and when thou walleſt by the Way, and 
when thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up. 

8. In reading God's Word, compare Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, and uſe plain Scriptures 
as a Key to unlock obſcure ones; for the Bi- 
ble ſweetly harmonizeth and agreeth with it 
ſelf : There are indeed ſome Things hard to be 
underſtood, ſome knotty Paſſages in Scripture 
to tame our Pride, and to preſerve the ſacred 
Writings from Contempt ; but the Truths ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation are plain, and of eaſy Ac- 
ceſs to the weakeſt Underſtanding. In the 
Scriptures, thoſe Waters of Life, (ſays pious 
Biſhop Hall) there are Shallows, and 1 N 
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Depths ; Shallows where the Lambs may wa- 
ter, and Depths where the Elephants may ſwim. 
Let not the Plainneſs of the Scriptures offend 
ſome, nor the Obſcurity of the Scriptures diſ- 
courage others. But, 

9. If you meet with any Difficulties in 
Scripture, which overmatch you, note them 
down, propound them to your Miniſters, and 
crave their Help in order to the right Under- - 
ſtanding of them ; you need not doubt of an 
ealy Acceſs, and an hearty Welcome upon this 
Errand to your ſpiritual Guides; only be ſure 


that you come to learn, and not to cavil; to 


have your Judgments inform'd, and your Con- 
ſciences ſatisfied ; not to have any Itch or vain 
Curioſity gratified. Our Blefſed Saviour, 
though willing to ſatisfy his Diſciples concern- 
ing his Doctrine, yet when they came to him 
with nice and curious Queſtions, he choſe ra- 
ther to chaſtiſe that Humour by a Reproof, 
than to cheriſh it by a ſatisfying Anſwer : Sce 
Acts 1.6. Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore 
the Kingdom Fd Iſrael? He ſaid, It is not for 
you to know the Times and the Seaſons, &c. 

10. If by frequent Converſe with the bleſſed 
Bible, you have got the Scriptures at your 
Tongues- end, take heed that you never furniſh 


out a Jeſt in Scripture attire, nor in a jocular 


Humour make any light and irreverent Appli- 
cations of Scripture Phraſes and Sentences. O 
what an impious Liberty have ſome Men in 
this Age taken, to lay their Scenes of ridicu- 
lous Mirth in the Bible, to rally in the Sacred 
Dialect, and to play the Buffoon with the moſt 


ſerious Thing in the — They bring forth 


3 Scrip- 
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Scripture indeed in Diſcourſe, but it is as the 
Phili/tines brought forth Sampſon, only to make 
them Sport. Theſe Men ere long will find 
Almighty God in earneſt, though they be in 
jeſt ; and that he that has magnified his Word 
above all Things, will not brook it, that any 
Man ſhall make it vile and contemptible, by 
rendring it the Theme of his giddy Mirth, 
and profane Drollery. *Tis reported of our 
FJoſiab, King Edward VI. that when in his 
Council Chamber, a Paper that was called for 
happen'd to lie out of reach, the Perſon con- 
cern'd to produce it took a Bible that lay by, 
and ftanding upon it, he reach'd down the Pa- 
per: The King obſerving what was done, 
frown'd upon him, took the Bible into his 
Hands, and kiſs'd it, laying it up again. 

Of this Action of the King's let me make 
this Application; how much it concerns all 
Men, not only to abſtain themſelves from eve- 
ry Action that looks like a Contempt of the 
Holy Scriptures, but alſo when they obſerve 
it in others, to diſcountenance the Inſolence, 
and both by Word and Action give Teſtimo- 
ny of the Veneration they have for that Holy 

Book, which they ſee others deſpiſe. 


CHAT. XIE ” 
Of Hearing the Word preach'd. 
OV R bleſſed Saviour being conſtituted and 
appointed by his Father to be the Su- 


preme Prophet and Teacher of his Church, 
when 
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when here on Earth, he diſcharged this Office 
per ſonally, going himſelf into all Cities and 
Villages, teaching and preaching the Kingdem 
of God, St. Mark 6. Now he is aſcended 
into Heaven, he teaches his Church miniſte- 
rially, by his Miniſters and Ambaſſadors, whom 
he has enjoin'd, in his Name, and by Authori- 
ty deriv'd from him, to teach his People to 
obſerve all Things whatſoever he has commanded 

them, St. Matt. 28. 20. at the ſame time lay- 
ing his People under a ſtrict Injunction and 
Obligation alſo, to take heed that they hear, 
Matt. 1t. 15. To take heed (Mark 4. 14.) 
what they bear; and to take heed how they 
hear, Luke 8. 18. Where obſerve, that as 
there is a Law enjoining Hearing, ſo there is 
alſo a Rule to modify the Act of Hearing. And 
indeed, if we conſider the Majeſty and Autho- 
rity of the Perſon ſpeaking to us in the Word, 
how deeply we are concern'd in what we hear, 
the contrary Effects that the Word has upon 
its Hearers, the Paucity and Fewneſs of thoſe 
whom the Word works ſavingly upon, and the 
Shortneſs and Uncertainty of the Time which 
we have to hear the Word in; ſuch Conſide- 
rations cannot but excite our Care, and cauſe 
us to take heed how we hear. 

Now, that you may hear the Word preach'd 
with the greateſt Profit, the following Direc- 
tions ma be of Uſe and Advantage to you. 

— Hear the Word of God Preparedly : 
Conſider ſeriouſly with thyſelf whoſe Word 

] it is that thou art going forth to hear; the 

. Word of the Great _ Holy God, by which 

you muſt be judged, 1 Thefſ; 2. 13. Fix your 

We" D 4 End 
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Er.d and Aim right in going forth to hear the 
Word, and that will have a ſpecial Influence 
upon your Hearing; come not to the good 

Word of God with an evil frame of Heart, 
either with Pride, Prejudice, or Paffion ; but 
lay aſide all Filthineſs, and Superfluity 0 
Naughtineſs, that you may receive with Meek- 
neſs the engrafted Word, which is able to ſave 
your Souls, But eſpecially take the Throne of 
Grace in your Way, to hear the Word of 
Grace. The Word works not as a natural 

Agent, by an inherent Quality of its own, but 
as a moral Inſtrument in God's Hand. Now, 
as tis God that gives a Bleſſing to the Word, 
ſo *tis Prayer that obtains ſuch Bleſſing. Say 
therefore with David, Lord, open thou mine 
Eyes, that I may ſee the wondrous Things o 
thy Law; make me underſtand the Way of 4 
Precepts. And if thou want'ſt Words to ex- 
preſs thy Deſires upon this Occaſion, make 
uſe of the Prayers mention'd at the End. 

2. Hear the Word Attentively: Fix thy 
Mind upon, and apply thy Thoughts unto | 
what is ſpoken ; ſuffer not vain Thoughts or 
drowſy Negligence to hinder your Attention; 
for it ſhews a vile Eſteem that we have of the 

| Word of God, when we give place ordinarily 

| to wandring T houghts, and a-drowſy Eye in 
the Hearing of it. It is ſaid of Lydia, Acts 

16. 14. That the Lord open'd her Heart, that 

foe attendcd to the Mord which was ſpoken of 

Paul. Obſerve, firſt her Heart was open'd; 

then her Ear: From whence I gather, that 

the great Reaſon of Perſons not attending to 
the Miniſtry of the Word, is a Deſect in 
their 
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their Hearts; where the Heart is open, the 
Ear will not be ſhut. Oh! what great Va- 
nity of Mind and Levity of Spirit does. it 
argye in Men, to yield a far greater Attention 
to the reading a News-paper, than when a 
Meſſage from God is delivered to them, even 
a Meſſage of Life and Death. 
| 3. Hear the Word of God Reverently ; 
Labour to remember and hold faſt what thou 
; bheareſt. To this the Apoſtle adviſeth, Heb. 2. 
| 1. Let us give the mere earneſt heed unto the 
things which are ſpoken, leſt at any time we 
ſhould* let them ſlip. Many complain of the 
Weakneſs of their Memory, they cannot re- 
member the Word as they deſire; let ſuch take 
the following Advice, viz. Labour for a full 
- and clear underſtanding of the Matter deliver- 
ed: The clearer Apprehenſton we have of 
Truths in our Underſtanding, the firmer Im- 
preſſion will they make upon our Memories: 
Ignorance is one of the greateſt hindrances to 
Memory. Again, Labour to excite, and quick- 
en, and ſtir up and awaken your Affections of 
Deſire and Delight, in and toward the Word 
of God: David ſays, Pfal. 119. I delight in 
thy Precepts, I will not forget thy Werd. We 
alſo find it true by common Obſervation, that 
Paſſage in a Sermon is beſt remembr'd by us, 
which did moſt affect us. But eſpecially, if 
you would remember what you hear, be much 
in the preſent Meditation of the Word you 
have heard: The Word preached is compar'd 
to Seed ſown ; now Meditation is the Harrow 
that covers the Seed: This muſt be uſed as 
ſpeedily as we can, after we have been under 
we the 
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the Ordinance; etherwiſe Satan, that Bird of 


Prey, will endeavour to ſteal away the precious 
Seed out of our Hearts. 


4. Hear the good Word of God Applyingly : 
Make a particular and cloſe Application of the 


Truths thou heareſt to thine own Soul. It is | 


obſervable, that the Word of God is compar'd 
in Scripture to ſuch things as do require a cloſe 
and immediate Application : As, to Seed, which 
brings forth no Increaſe as it lies in the Cham» 
ber, but when caſt into the Furrows of the 
Field; to Bread, which nouriſhes not when 
flanding upon the Table, but when apply'd to 
the Stomach x to Rain, which fructiſies not 
when hanging in the Clouds, but when drank in 
by the thirſty Earth. T his was the Reaſon why 
St. Peter's Sermon met with ſuch Succeſs, why 
ſo many thouſand Souls were converted by it, 
every Hearer applied what was ſpoken to him- 
felf, then ſaid, Men and Brethren, what ſhall 
we do? Acts 2. 37. Application is not only 
the Life of Preaching, but of Hearing alſo. 
5. Hear the Word of God Believingiy. All 
the Want of Succeſs which the Preaching of 
the Word meets with, proceeds from Unbelief, 
Heb. 4. 2. The Word preach'd did not profit, 
not being mix d with Faith in them that heard it. 
There is a mutual Relation betwixt Faith and 
the Word: No Faith without the Word, it 
comes by Hearing ; and no profiting by the 
Word without Faith ; the Word fighteth bold- 
ly, and worketh miraculouſly under Faith's 
Banner; It is the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion, but only to them that believe. Faith in 
the Precept, cauſeth SubjeQion ; os - the 
. eat» 
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Threatnings, cauſeth Humiliation : Faith in 
the Promiſes, worketh Conſolation :: Were the 
T hreatnings and Promiſes which are daily 
preached, duly believed, what a mighty Influ- 
ence would they have upon the Lives of Men! 
T hreatnings would affright us from Sin, and 
the Promiſes allure us to Duty. 

6. Hear the Word of God Mezhly : Take 
heed of Anger and Paſſion, either againſt the 
Meſſage or Meſſengers of God: Many Sinners 
are angry when the Word reproves them for 
their Sins, and threatens them for their Abo- 
minations : 2 Chron. 16. 10. Aſa was wroth 
with the Prophet, put him in Priſon, was in 
a Rage with him. If ſuch Rage was found in 
a good and holy Man, whoſe Heart was per- 
fect with the Lord his God, what Fury and 
Indignation may we conceive oft-times to boil 
in a wicked Man's Breaſt, when bis Sins are 
diſcovered, reproved, condemned, and threat- 
ned by the Miniſtry of the Word? And 
therefore St. Fames gives Advice to receive 
with Meekneſs the engrafted Word, Jam. 1.21. 
Conſider, O Sinner! how unreaſonable and 
unjuſt thy Anger and Diſpleaſure is, when thy 
Sins are reproved by the Miniftry of the 
Word : either thou muſt be angry with the 
Meſſenger, or with him that ſends the Meſ- 
ſage ; to 5 with the Meſſenger is un- 
reaſonable, for God will reprove him, if he 
negle& to reprove thee, thy Blood ſhall be 
required at his Handsz and to be diſpleaſed 
with the Meſſage is unjuft, for wilt thou im- 
pudently break and violate the Laws of God, 
and not endure to be told of thy Faults? If 

you 
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you fay that this Preaching of the Terrors and 
T hreatnings of the Law, is the ready way to 
drive Men to Deſpair ; I reply, that *fis not 
the Hearing, but the rejecting of Reproof, that. 
lays Men open to Deſpair : Peter received 
our Saviour's Reproof, and repented. Judas 
rejected Chriſt's Reproof, and that drives him 
to Deſpair, and 'next to the Halter ; he went 
and hanged himſelf, St. Mat. 27.5. 

7. Above all, hear the Word of God Prac- 
tically, ' When the Miniſter's Duty is done, 
the Hearer's Work begins: he heareth a Ser- 
mon beſt, who practiſeth it moſt. This prac- 
tical Hearing of the Word, will evidence thee 
to be an underſtanding Hearer. Pſal. 111. 10. 
A goed Underſtanding baue all they that do 
his Commandments. It will evidence thee to 
be a retentive Hearer, becauſe this Practiſing 
is the End of our Remembring. It will evi- 
dence thee to be a believihg Hearer : Who be- 
liev'd Moſess Word concerning the Plague of 
Hail, but they that made their Cattle flee out of 
the Field into their Houſes? Who are they 
that believe the Threatnings of the Word, 
but ſuch as upon the Denunciation of the 
T hreatnings do flee from the Wrath to come? 
O Chriſtian! do not only hear and admire, 
but hear and amend ;. obey from thy Heart 
the Form of Doctrine delivered 10 thee, and 
then thou art bleſſed in thy Deed. To excite 
thee hereunto, conſider, i, that this practi- 
cal Hearing of the Word glorifies the Word, 
and God in the Word, above all: To come 
to the Word without any Deſire or Deſign to 
glorify God by it, — of Profaneneſs; 

to 
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to pretend, and not to do it, is the Depth of 


| Hypocriſy, The Apoſtle himſelf deſires the 


Prayers of the Brethren, [2 Tg. 3. 1.] That 
the Word of the Lord may have free Courſe, 


and be glorified. When is God glorified, but 
when his Word is believ'd, entertain'd, prac- 


tis'd, and obey'd? To encourage thee to prac- 
tiſe what thou heareſt, conſider our Saviour's 
Promiſe, Job. 9. 31. If any Man be a Mor- 

ſhipper of God, and doth his Will, him he heareth. 


8. Be careful to take an Account of thy 
ſelf after thou haſt heard the Word preach'd. 


God has endued Man with a noble Faculty of 
Self- reflection; He has a Power of calling 
himſelf to an Account for the ſeveral Actions 
perform'd by him. Now when a Chriſtian, 
after hearing of the Word preach'd, is found 
in the Exerciſe of the Duty, frequently and 
faithfully interrogating his own Heart,. what 
he has heard, and how he has heard, it is a 
good Evidence of his Sincerity ; both becauſe, 
firſt, it is a ſecret Duty; and, ſecondly, a 
ſearching Duty. This is not the Hypocrite's 
Walk, who deſires not to ſearch himſelf, nor 


that the Word ſhould ſearch him; he is for 


taking all upon truſt, and nothing upon trial. 
And having called thy ſelf to an Account in 
fecret, how thou haſt heard the Word in pub- 
lick, what Benefit thou receivedſt, and what 
Aſſiſtance thou enjoyeſt; call likewiſe thy Fa- 
mily (if thou haſt any under thy Charge) to 
give thee an Account what they heard, and 
how they underſtand, endeavouring to inforrſt 
their Judgments aright as to the Nature of 
thoſe. divine Truths they have heard, and 
| praying 
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| praying with them, and for them, according 
| to the Directions given before, Cray. 8. 
Page 57. 
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CH AP. XIII. 
Concerning the Lord's Supper. 


HE Sacrament of the Lord's Supper be- 

ing one of the moſt tremendous Myſteries 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and the higheſt Act 
and Exerciſe of Religious Worſhip; he muſt 
be unthankful to Chriſt, and unjuſt to himſelf, 
that does not warily attend his Soul in ſo ſacred 
an Homage. Therefore that I may aflift you 
in a faithful Preparation for this Ordinance,and 
excite you to a frequent Participation of it, I 
ſhall briefly diſpatch the following Severals. 


I. I ſhall acquaint you with the Nature of 
| this Ordinance. 
| 2. Inform you of the Ends of its Inftitution. 
| 3. Lay before you the Obligations which 
are _ you to frequent it. 
. Anſwer the ſeveral Pleas made by many 
for the Neglect of it. 

. 5. What Preparation is * fit you 
or it. | 
6. What Directions may be uſed to aſſiſt 

you in it, 
7. How we ought to manage our Deport- 
ment and Behaviour after it. 
1. Concerning the Nature of this Ordinance : 
Know, that the Lord's Supper aha 


— 
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Feaſt, appointed for a ſolemn Remembrance of 
_ Chriſt's Death, and is a Seal of that Covenant 


which God has made with us in Chriſt. The 


uſe then of this Ordinance is twofold ; (1.) To 
be a ſolemn Remembrance of the Perſon and 
Paſſion of our holy Lord, to excite us thank- 
fully to call to mind all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffer'd for our good, and in our ſtead, 
in order to the inflaming of our Affections 
with Love unto his Perſon, and our Wills with 
Reſolution to obey his Precepts. (2.)*Tis a 


Seal of the New Covenant, or Covenant of 


Grace, which God has made with us in Chriſt ; 
in which Covenant he hath afſur'd us of Pardon 
of Sin, and Eternal Life, upon the Conditions 
of Faith and Repentance. Almighty God 
ſeals to us in the Sacraments, and res us, 
that he (for his Part) will make good his Pro- 
miſes ; and we ſeal on our Part to him, that 
we will endeavour (by his Grace enabling) to 
perform the Conditions. This is the genuine 
Nature of the Lord's Supper. 5 

2. Now as touching the Ends of this Inſti- 
tution, and the ſpecial Reaſons and Purpoſes 
for which it was ordain'd by our Saviour, they 
are ſuch as theſe: (1.) The renewing of that 
ſolemn Covenant with God, which we enter'd 
into at our Baptiſm, when by the Piety of 
our Parents we were dedicated to the Lord, 
and took an Oath of Fidelity unto Chriſt, the 

Captain of our Salvation, to become his 
Faithful Soldiers and Servants unto our Lives 
end. Now becauſe our Infirmities are many, 
and our Covenant-Breaches too frequent, that 
we may not want a merciful Opportuni 6 the 
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bewail our Backſlidings, and to renew our Co- 
venant, this Ordinance was appointed. (2.) 
Another End is, to remember the Love of 
our dying Redeemer, in laying down his Life 
for us: St. Luke 22. 10. This do in Remem- 
brance of me ; in Remembrance of my bloody 
Sufferings, in Remembrance of my bitter 
Death and Paſſion. To ſeal up unto us 
the Pardon of our Sins, and the Aſſurance of 
Everlaſting Life: St. Matt. 26. 28. This ts 
my Blood of the New Teſtament whith is ſhed 
for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins. Chriſt 
aſſures us of Pardon on his part, if we perform 
the Condition of Faith and Repentance on 

our part. (4.) Another End of this Ordinance 
is, to fortify the Soul with Power to reſiſt Sin, 
and to get the Victory over it; yea, to mor- 
tify and ſubdue it ; that our Souls being as Gi- 
ants refreſh'd with this ſpiritual Wine, all the 
Enemies of our Salvation may fall before us, 
and we may be more than Conquerors over 
tnem. (5.) The laſt, but not the leaſt End 
of Chriſt ip appointing this Ordinance, was 
for the uniting all the Profeſſors of his Holy 
Religion together in the ſtricteſt Bond of Love 
and Charity, 1 Cor. 10. 17. Ve being many, 
are one Bread and one Body, for we are all 
Partakers of that one Bread. That is, as ma- 
ny Grains of Wheat united together in one 
Maſs or Lump, do make one Loaf of Bread ; 
fo Chriſtians, tho* many, by the Death of our 
Saviour, and by partaking of his Supper, are 
ſpiritually incorporated. into one myſtical Bo- 
dy, and ſhould labour to be of one Heart and 
3. Next 
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3. Next let us conſider the Obligations which 
lie upon Chriſtians to attend upon Chriſt in this 
Ordinance. Now there are eſpecially two, 
namely, an Obligation of Duty, and of Intereſt. 

Firſt, We lie under an Obligation to fre- 
quent this Ordinance in point of Duty, and 
Obedience to our Saviour's Command, eſpeci- 
ally if we conſider what kind of Command it 
is, namely, the Command of a Sovereign, the 
Command of a Saviour, the Command of a 
dying Saviour: Tis a Command of Love, a 
gracious Command, Eat and Live. *Tis a 
pleaſant, eaſy, and honourable Command. 
What more pleaſant than a Feaſt ? What more 
honourable than to feaſt with a King, yea, 
with the Ling of Kings? In a Word, tis 
ſuch a Command, the due Obſervation where- 
of will help us to keep the reſt of God's Com- 
mandments better: it will be as an efficacious 
Means to make you always do well : Finally, 
*tis a plain, poſitive, expreſs Command, from 
which nothing can diſcharge us but a Coun- 
termand from Heaven, which we never ex- 
pect; or an Impoſſibility of doing it for want 
of Opportunity, which we cannot plead. 
Secondly, We lie under a ſuperadded Obli- 


gation to the Practice of this Duty from a Tye | 


of Intereſt; for by a due Approach to our 
Lord's Table, our Set mal Vow is renew'd, 
our weak Faith ſtrengthen'd, our languiſhing 
Love inflam'd, our Defires after Chriſt enlarg- 
ed, our Sorrow for Sin heightned, freſh Power 


againſt, and Victory over Sin obtained, our 


preſent Joy and Comfort multiply'd, and our 
future Hopes of Heaven advanc'd. Oh _ 
2 3 unkind 
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unkind then are they to their Saviour, and. alſo 
cruel to their own Souls, who live all their Days 
in neglect of this engaging, uniting, quickning, 
confirming Ordinance of the Lord's Supper ; 
whom all the melting Entreaties, and paſſionate 
Importunities of the Miniſters of Chriſt, could 
never prevail upon to the Practice of this moſt 
reaſonable and moſt advantageous Duty 

4. But let us hear the ſeveral Pleas and Pre- 
tences which ſo many Thauſands of Perſons, 
tho* profeſſing Chriſtianity, do make for this 
notorious Neglect of their dying Lord's Com- 
mand. | 

„ Plea, or Excuſe made by ſome, is the 
extraordinary Dread and Solemnity of the 
Ordinance ; theſe put their Saviour off with a 


_ Compliment, telling him, That the Privilege 


is too great, the Dignity too high, and the Or- 


too ſolemn for them to approach unto. 


Anſwer, This is a good Reaſon why you 
ſhould approach the Qrdinance with Prepara- 
tion and Care, but no Argument at all why 


ſhould turn your Back upon it: As if a 


ing ſhould invite and command you to pay 
Attendance at Court upon his Perſon, and you 
very gravely tell him, That is too high an 
Honour for Perſons of your Rank ; you will 
therefore, out of Reverence to his Perſon, 
violate his Precept, and at once affront his 
Authority, and contemn his Kindneſs. Know 
then, that the Reverence which our Saviour 


expects to his holy Inſtitutions, is a Reverence 


of Obedience. That Man has a due Senſe upon 
his Mind of the Solemnity of the Sacrament, 


who is careful to approach it with all the Hu- 


mility 


greater, than the Danger of unworthy Receiv- 
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mility and Senſe of Unworthineſs, which be- 
comes polluted Duſt and Aſhes ; but ſuch a 
ſuperſtitious ſort of Reverence as makes Men 


afraid of doing their Duty, is diſhonourable 
to God, and detrimental to themſelves. 


24 Plea, Is that of Unworthineſs. We are 
unworthy to come, and therefore afraid to 
come; For he that eateth unworthily, eateth bis 
tun Damnation; therefore we will be on the 
ſafeſt fide, and prevent coming unworthily, by 


keeping away, and not coming at all. 


Anſwer, (1.) There is a twofold Worthi- 


_ neſs in reference to the Sacrament, a Worthi- 


neſs of Merit, and a Worthineſs of Meetneſs: 
If by being worthy, you mean the former, a 
Worthineſs of Merit, by which you deſerve to 
be entertain'd at Chriſt's Table; in that Senſe, 
not only the holieft Saint on Earth, but the 
higheſt Angel in Heaven, is unworthy of this 
Privilege : But then there is a Worthineſs of 
Meetneſs, which imports ſuch a fitneſs and pre- 
paration of Soul as the Goſpel requires, and 
Chrift will accept. A Beggar is not worthy 
of your Alms, yet you would not account it 
Humility, but Pride in him, to refuſe your 
Alms, (when entreated to accept them) upon 
Pretence of being unworthy of them. The 
truth is, an humble Senſe of our Unworthi- 
neſs, is ia God's Account a fit Qualification. 

(z.) Whereas thou pleaſeſt thy ſelf, that 
thou art on the ſafeſt ſide, by keeping awa 

from the Ordinance ; this is a manifeſt Mit 
take, becauſe the Guilt and Danger of un- 
worthy Refuſing is certainly as great, or 


ing: 
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ing: For, not to come at all, is a bold Affront 


to the Authority of Chriſt, and a mighty Con- 


tempt of the Love of Chriſt; *tis a caſting 
off the Profeſſion of Chriftianity ; *tis a re- 
nouncing the Communion of Saints, and a 
quitting all Claim and Intereſt in the Cove- 


nant of Grace. Did they in the Goſpel, who 


made light of Chriſt's Invitation to the Mar- 
riage Supper, *ſcape any better than he that 
came without a Wedding Garment? Were 
they not both deſtroyed, they for their Diſ- 
obedience, and he for his Diſreſpe& ? 

34 Plea, Is that of Unfitneſs and Unpre- 
paredneſs. My Conſcience tells me, ſays the 
Sinner, that I am unfit to come to this Ordi- 
nance, and therefore I had better ſtay away. 

Anſwer, (1.) Whoſe Fault is it that thou 
art unfit? It muſt be either God's Fault or thy 
own. Can'ſt thou, dar'ſt thou ſay, tis God's 
Fault, when he is both willing to aſſiſt thee, 
and accept thee ? when he offers thee his aſſiſt- 
ing Grace, but thou art not willing to accept 


it? But what is it that makes thee. unfit? Is 


it not ſome Sin-that thou art not willing to 
part with ? Does not Conſcience tell you that 
you live a bad Life? that there are ſome ſen- 
ſual Luſts which you indulge, and are not wil- 
ling to part with? This is that which makes 
you unfit to come, and afraid to comm. 

(2.) If you are unfit for this Ordinance, you 
are not fit to die: You pretend, you muſt ſtay 
all the Days of your Life, till you are prepar- 
ed for the Sacrament ; But, will Death wait 


for you, till you are prepared for that? When 


Death calls, appear you muſt at God's Tri- 
© bunal, 
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bunal, whether fit or not fit. Now, what is 
it that prepares you for Death? Is it not the 
Exerciſe of Repentance and a holy Life ? 
This will fit you for the Sacrament; and 
without this, you can never be fit for Heaven, 
nor hope to come there. | | | 

(3.) Speak ſincerely : Did you ever go a- 
bout to make your ſelf fit? Didft thou ever 
ſpend a Day in thy Cloſet, in fearching for 
and finding out thy Sins, in confefling and be- 


wailing of them, in reſolving againſt them, in 


praying earneſtly to God for the Aid of his 
Grace to enable you to mortify and ſubdue 
them? Did you ever repair to your Miniſter, 
and deſire his Aſſiſtance in fitting you for the 
Ordinance ? If not, which is certainly the very 
Caſe of many, good God! what horrid Hy- 
pocriſy is this, to offer it as a reaſonable Excuſe, 
that Thou art unfit, when thou didſt never in 


thy whole Life once attempt to endeavour to 


make thy ſelf fie ? Unfit thou art, not only 
for the Sacrament, but for every holy Du 

alſo ; unfit to pray, unfit to hear, and unfit 
thou wilt be for ever, without thy own En- 


deavours to make thy ſelf fit; for God Al- 


mighty never wrought a Miracle to maintain 
Sloth. If thou ſay'ſt thou canſt do nothing 
without God; I reply, That God will do no- 
thing without thee: Uſe a faithful Endeavour 
to prepare thy ſelf, and thy God will both aſſiſt 
thee and accept thee alſo ; but it is great Folly 
to think of excuſing one Fault with another. 
4th Plea, Alas! (ſay ſome) we are poor ig- 
norant Creatures, we were never Book-learnt, 
and therefore want the Knowledge which is re- 
quiſite in a worthy Communicant. An- © 
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Anſwer, (1.) If thou art wholly and groſty I C. 
ignorant in the Fundamentals of Religion, thy vo 
Ignorance is dangerous and damnable; ſuch as th 
will ſhut thee out of Heaven, as well as debar C 
thee from the Sacrament. But, why doſt thou 8a 
reſt contented with thy Ignorance ? Why doſt m 
thou not repair to thy ſpiritual Guides for pri- m 
vate Inſtruction, who would thank thee for 
ſuch an Opportunity of being ſerviceable to 0 


thee ? Wilt thou chooſe rather to carry thy Ig- n 

norance to Hell with thee, than make it known I 

to ſuchras are willing to releaſe thee from it. F 
But (2z.) It may be thou art not fo ignorant 

as thou think'ſt thy ſelf; peradventure thou r 

Art miftaken in the Meaſures and Degrees of t 

Knowledge, which are requiſite in a worthy ſ 
Communicant y if thou haſta competent Know- 
ledge of the Author, the Uſe, and End of this 
Ordinance, it is ſufficient tho? thou art not able 
to diſpute controverſial Points relating to it : 


if thou underſtand'ſt the Author of the Ordi- 
nance to. be Jeſus Chriſt ; the End of the Or- 
dinance to be a Repreſentation and Comme- 
i moration of his Death; that the breaking 4 
I the Bread repreſents the breaking of his Body 
| on the mn and the pouring out of the 
3 ine, the ſhedding of his Blood for thy Redemp- 
| tion: If thou underſtand'ſt the Uſe of this 
Ordinance to be for the renewing of thy Co- 
| venant with God, which thou enter'dft into 
| at thy Baptiſm; to remember the Love of thy 
' dying Saviour; to ſeal up unto thy Soul Par- 
| don of Sin, and to engape thee daily to die 
| more and more unto Sin; to unite Chriſtians 
| together in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Love and 
Charity: 
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Charity : If thou know'R all this, and endea- 
your'ſt to act ſuitably thereunto, I dare aſſure 
thee thou haſt the Knowledge of a worthy 
Communicant. And if thou comeſt to the 
Sacrament with a Deſire to grow more and 
more in thy Knowledge and Obedience, Al- 
mighty God will mercifully accept thee. 
5th Plea, But I fear I am under the Power 
of an hard Heart, I cannot mourn for Sin ſo 
much as I would, and weep over it ſo often as 
I ought ; and, what ſhould a Perſon under the 
Power of a hard Heart do at this Ordinance ? 
Anſwer, If thou haſt ſuch a degree of- Sor- 
row as puts thee upon loathing and leaving off 
thy Sins, tho' thou can't not mourn for Sin 
ſo much as others do, and as thou wouldſt do, 
yet thou mayſt be a true Penitent. Know, 
| that another's Degree -of Sorrow is not the 
F Standard to meaſure thine by; all are not 
Sinners alike; and for that Reaſon, the Sor- 
rows of all Perſons will not be alike : ſome 
Mens Sins have been infamous and notorious, 
their Lives tainted with heinous Crimes; now 
ö their Sins looking ghaſtly upon their Conſci- 
ences, no wonder if they labour under ſuch 
Agonies of Mind, ſuch Horrors and Terrors 
of Conſcience, and meet with ſuch melting 
Sorrows as others are Strangers to, and unac- 
quainted with. But perhaps God has bleſs'd 
thee with a pious Education, and his reſtrain- 
ing Grace has kept thee from thoſe preſump- 
tuous Acts of Sin which others have been guilty 
of, and conſequently thou art a Stranger to 
their violent Expreſſions of Grief and Sorrow, 
yet at the ſame time thou haſt ſuch a convine- 
Ys ing 
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ing Sight of Sin, as cauſes thee to hate it, to 
forſake it, and to loath thy ſelf by reaſon of it: 


And tho? thou doſt not mourn ſo much as thou 
would*ſt, yet thou mourn'ſt that thou canſt 


' mourn no more. Know for thy Comfort, that 


thou art not under the Power of a hard H&rt : 


Thou doſt not wholly want the Grace of Re- 


pentance, but ought'ſt to come to this Ordi- 
nance, for the increaſing of thy godly Sorrow 
for Sin, believing and expecting that the Sight 
of a broken, bleeding Saviour, will tend to the 
further breaking of thy Heart, and encreaſing 


thy godly Sorrow for Sin. The 


6th Pretended Excuſe for not coming to the 
Sacrament, is the Danger of Relapſing: I fear 
ſay ſome, if I come, and afterwards fall into 
any known Sin, that Almighty God will never 
pardon it, but my Sin will be like the Sin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, which ſhall never be for- 


given; therefore I judge it ſafeſt to ſtay away. 


Anſwer, It muſt be acknowledged, that to 


fin wilfully and deliberately after we have been 


at this engaging Ordinance, is a great Aggra- 
vation of Sin, but not ſuch as to render it un- 
pardonable, but after our Fall we may be re- 
cover'd by Repentance, becauſe we have an 
Advocate with the Father, 1 Joh. 2. 2. 
(24ly,) Know that Almighty God, tho? he 
requires (after you have been at his Holy Table) 
your utmoſt Care to avoid Sin, and to ſhun' 


Temptations, yet if we Sin, he is ſo gracious as 


to admit us to Repentance. He expects a holy 
Life after the Sacrament, but not an angelical 
Life ; the Life of a Saint, but not the Life of 


an Angel; a Life of Sincerity, not a Life of 


abſolute 


ſe 
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to © abſolute Perfection; the Sacrament being an 
t: ¶ appointed Means to enable us more and more 
du 8 againſt Sin, and to get Victory over it; tis our 
iſt Duty therefore to have frequent recourſe to it. 
at 7th Plea is this: I dare not come, becauſe I 
t: ¶ labour under ſo many Fears and Doubts as to 
e- my own Sincerity ; had I an Aſſurance of my 
li. State of Grace, I might venture to come; but 
w I have heard, no Man ought to come to this 
hte Ordinance that wants Aſſurance. | 
he Anſwer, There are two ſorts of Doubtings ; 
ng. I ſome that proceed from want of Faith, and they 
which proceed from weakneſs of Faith. As to 
the former, ſome Men there are whoſe Conſci- 
ences tell them, that they are either open Sin- 
ners or cloſe Hypocrites : Theſe Men have 
great Reaſon to doubt of their Condition, for it 
is certainly very bad, and very dangerous, not - 
one Moment longer to be reſted in. But then 
. there are Doubtings which ariſe from weakneſs 
to Wo Faith, St. Matt. 14. 31. Oh, then of little 
en aith, wherefore didſt thou doubt? Now the 
ra- {Ordinance of the Lord's Supper is the proper 
in- {Remedy for the Relief and Cure of theſe Donbt. 
re- Pings; and the longer we keep from his Or- 
an Ninance, the ſtronger will our Fears grow, and 
he more will our Doubts increaſe ; and where. 


he s thou haſt heard, that none ſhould approach, 
le) hat want a full Aſſurance of their Grace; 
Wa, his is a great Miſtake, for the Sacrament be. 
as Ing a ſealing Ordinance, tis the great Means 
oly df procuring a full Aſſurance of Faith ; which 
ical fa Man has already, there is no need of go- 
e of Ing to the Sacrament for it. No Man will 


20 to the Inſuring Office to ſecure an Eſtate 
| E . which e 
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which he has in his own Poſſeſſion, and ap- 
prehends to be out of the reach of Danger. 

8. Excuſe is this : I ſee not (ſay ſome) much 
Good gotten by this Ordinance ;z many that 
come to the Sacrament lead as bad Lives as 
thoſe that never come : and if it does them no 
Good, we are ſure it does them Hurt, and they 
had better never come there. 

Anſwer, (1.) Allowing what thou ſayſt to 
be a fad Truth, why ſhouldſt thou draw ſuch 
a wicked Concluſion from it; Becauſe ſome 
Men are choak'd with their Meat, thro' their 
own Negligence, wilt thou therefore reſolve 
never to eat more? Some Men eat and drink 
unworthily, and diſhonour their Saviour; is 
this a ſufficient Reaſon why thou ſhouldſt diſ- 


obey him? Surely thou art to walk by Rule, 


He that eats and drinks unworthily, endan- 


not by Example; and oughi'ſt rather to eye 
thy Saviour's Command, than thy Neighbour's 
Miſcarriage. | 

But (24ly,) How know'ſt thou that ſuch 
whom thou haſt ſeen fall after the Sacrament, 
have not riſen again by Repentance ? I am 
ſure we have great Reaſon to believe, that Con- 
ſcience is more quick in reproving ſuch Per- 
ſons, than thoſe that never receiv'd ; for the 
Remembrance of the Ordinance cannot but 
ſtrike a Man's Mind at one time or other. 
There's more Hopes of a Man that comes to 
this Ordinance, and does not live ſo well after 
it as he ſhould, than of ſuch a Man as pro- 
fanely keeps from it, and caffy off all regard 
to God and Religion, for he certainly damn 
himſelf, to avoid the Danger of Damnation: 


geri 
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gers his own Soul; but he that to avoid this 


Danger will not eat nor drink at all, doth he ; 


not run into a greater Danger ? 

gth Plea, or Pretence, is this,: I would not 
have neglected this Ordinance fo long as I have 
done, (ſay ſome) but that T was not in Charity 
with' my Neighbour, as I confeſs I ought to 
be ; he wrong'd and abuſed me, and I being 
at Odds with him, I durſt not come. | 

Anfwer, If thy Neighbour has wrong'd thee, 
wilt thou wrong thy own Soul? Becauſe he 
has hurt thee, wilt thou hurt thyſelf? The 
Injury done to thee is his Sin; but thy being 
in Malice is thy own Sin, and thou muſt ac- 
count for it. ah | 

But (2dly,) Enquire whether thine Anger 
againſt thy Neighbour be Juſt or unjuſt? If 
thy Neighbour has done thee Wrong, and per- 
ſiſts in it without Repentance, thy Anger is 
juſt, if kept within due Bounds, that it doth 
not tranſport you to Deſires of Revenge. Diſ- 
pleaſed you may be with your Neighbour for 
a real Injury, and yet not to be indifpoſed for 
the Sacrament. But if upon Examination, 
you find your Anger was unjuſt, then you 
ought without delay to repent of it, and upon 
your Repentance to haſten to the Lord's Sup- 
per, where you will meet with ſufficient Ar- 
gument for the cooling of the Heats of your 
Paſfion, and for allaying the „ your 
Rage; beholding there ſuch an illuſtrious In- 
ſtance of lovin Enemies, and forgiving Inju- 
ries, as the World was never acquainted with. 
So then, if thou hateſt thy Brother in th 
Heart, and refolveft * in that Hatred, 

3 2 thou 
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thou may'ſt tremble to come to the Sacrament 
and thou ought'ſt to tremble alſo every time 
thou ſayſt the Lord's Prayer, for therein thou 
doſt directly pray againſt, thy ſelf, Labour 
then for a Readineſs of Mind to forgive thy 
Neighbour, and a willing Deſire to live qui- 
etly and peaceably with, him, and thou may'ſt 
as ſafely come to the Sacrament, as thou 
may'ſt ſay thy Prayers. 
10. The next Excuſe which ſome make, is 
a multitude and multiplicity of worldly Buſi- 
_ neſs: We are ſo incumber'd with the World 
(ſay they) that we cannot find Time to fit 
our ſelves as we ought for ſuch a Solemnity. 
Anſwer, (1.) Can you find no Time to ſerve 
and glorify that God that gives you all your 
Time? Or can you find Time for every thing 
but your Soul ? 2 
2.) Your Buſineſs is either neceſſary Buſi- 
neſs, nr needleſs Buſineſs : If needleſs, why do 
you nat throw it off, for ſuch Buſineſs is your 
Sin? If it be neceſſary Buſineſs, that of your 
Place and Calling, this ought not to hinder 
you, for ſuch Buſacſs is God's Service : Thou 
art ſerving thy God when induftriouſly fol- 
lowing thy Vocation.. Fg 
(3.) The more neceſſary worldly Buſineſs 
thou haft upon thy Hands, the greater Reaſon 
thou haſt to frequent this Ordinance : No Man 
has more need of the Sacrament than the Man 
of Buſineſs, becauſe no Man's Soul is more in 
danger of being loſt in a Craud of worldly 
Buſineſs ; for having ſo much of the World 
upon thy Hand, there is juſt Cauſe to fear left 
the World will get into the Throne of thy 
| Heart, 
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Heart, and ſo thy Riches become thy Ruin. 
In ſhort, that Man who pleads Buſineſ ſor 
neglecting the Sacrament, does plainly tell Al- 
mighty God, that he is not to be ſerved but 
when the World will give leave. 

11. The next Scruple made by ſome for not 
coming to the Lord's Table, is the Unworthi- 
neſs of others: They are afraid ſome wicked 
Men thruſt themſelves forward, and therefore 
they keep back. 

Anſwer, (1.) True Humility will teach # 
Man to ſuſpect the worſt of himſelf, and to 
hope the beſt of others. But ſuppoſe it be as 
thou ſuſpecteſt, can another Man's Sin deprive 
thee of the Benefit and Comfort of the Ordi- 
nance? That when, by the Grace of God' 
and thy own Endeavours, thou art fit, it 
ſhould be in the Power of a wicked Man to 
make thee unfit ? 

Object. But, ſay ſome, the Preſence of a 
wicked Man pollutes the Ordinance ® © 

Anſwer, If fo, he pollutes it to himſelf on- 
ly ; he cannot pollute it to thee, who art no 
ways acceſſary to his Sin. , 

But (2dly,) How art thou ſure that the Per- 
ſon thou ſuſpecteſt for wicked, is really ſuch ?* 
Has he been bad formerly ? What Aſſurance 
haſt thou that he has not ſincerely repented, 
and is now come to the Sacrament with an ho- 
neſt Deſire toget Power againſt his Sins, which 
formerly got Power over him? By his coming, 
he makes Proſeſſion ſo to do; ; and how know'ſt 
thou that he is not fincere in what he profeſ- 
ſes? O but, ſay you, the Man will certainly | 
return again to his former Wickedneſs ; next 
E 3 Week 
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| Week he'll be drunk again, and ſwear again. 
P This is more than thou or any Man can tell; 
ik for tho”. heretofore his Temptations were too. f 
„ many, and his Luſts too ſtrong for him, and 
carried him away againſt his — and 
| Reſolutions; yet how know'ſt thou what | 
Strength of Grace the Lord may communicate 5 
A to him by this Ordinance? Charity ſhould teach 2 
0 you to hope the beſt, and inſtead of cenſuring 
i! your Neighbours, put you upon pitying'their WW « 
Weakneſs, and upon praying for them alſo, that 
the Lord will keep em from future Backſliding. 
12. And the laſt Plea againſt Communicat- 
| ing is this: Say ſome, We do not like your 
| Ways of adminiſtring the Ordinance ; we are 
| for Chriſt's Ordinances in Chriſt's Order; for 
ve neither like the Garment which. you wear, 
Lis nor the Ferm of Prayer which you uſe, nor 
4 the Ggſture of Kneeling you preſcribe; and 
5 therefore we cannot join with you. | 
| Anſwer, (1.) As to your having Chriſt's Or- 
dinances in Chriſt's Order, you have the Sa- 
crament ſo with Us, as to — Subſtance of the 
| Ordinance, and all the eſſential Requiſites of it. 
| But our Saviour never intended that you ſhould 
ö obſerve all the Circumſtances relating to that 
1 Ordinance, which he obſerved: As for Inſlance, 
1 he celebrated the Supper in a borrow'd Cham- 
ber, in an upper Room, in the Evening, only to 
Twelve Perſons, and thoſe Twelve Men, yea, 
| Twelve Miniſters, and in a Coat without a 
| Seam. Lo keep thus ſtrictly to Chriſt's Order 
| 
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| in the Uſe of this Ordinance, I aſſure you, is 
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But (2dly,) as to the Garment worn by us 
in the Adminiſtration, why ſhould a Matter of 
ſuch an Indifferency diſcompoſe thy Thoughts 
at ſuch a ſolemn Time? Look you to your 
ſelf, that you come cloathed with the Wedding- 
garment of Repentance, Faith, Love, and 
Foy ; and if there be any Evil in Colours, in 
a white Garment more than a black one, he 
that wears it, or the Authority that enjoins it, 
ſhall anſwer for that, and not you. | 
(3dly,) As to our uſing a Form of Prayer 
in the Adminiſtration, know, that all the Re- 
formed Churches throughout the World have 
done the like, the Church of Geneva not ex- 
cepted ; for the Spirituality of Prayer doth not 
conſiſt in an extempore Fluency of Words, but 
in the Intention of the Mind, and Devotion of 
the Soul: If we pray in Faith with Humility, 
with holy Fervency, with humble Refignatiori, 
we certainly pray by the Spirit, tho' with a 
Form of Words before us. And on the other 
hand, if we pray without the *foremention'd 
Diſpoſitions, our Prayers are formal and un- 
acceptable, though we pray without a Form. 
Laſtly, As to what is ſcrupled about Kneel- 
ing. (1.) It doth not clearly appear what 
Geſture our Saviour uſed when he celebrated 
this Ordinance ; the Scripture is very filent 
about it : From whence I infer, that had it been 
our Saviour's Mind we ſhould follow his Ex- 
ample in this Circumſtance, we ſhould not 
have been left in the Dark concerning it : For 
ſuppoſe it were Sitting, this being but a Cir- 
cumſtance of the Action, we are no more 
| E 4 ſtances 
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ſtances of Time, Place, Habit, c. (2.) Let 
it be conſider'd how far the Church of Eng- 
land has proteſted againſt all Adoration of the 
Elements; ſo that they who ſuſpe& us kneel- 
ing to the Bread and Wine, do ſhew them- 
ſelves to be either groſly ignorant, or greatly 
malicious. But becauſe this is the higheſt 
Ordinance we attend upon Chriſt in, and we 
receive the greateſt Benefits by the Ordinance 


we are capable of on this ſide Glory, even a 


Pardon ſeal'd from the King of Heaven, 
(which we would not receive in any other 
Poſture than upon our Knees from an earthly | 


Prince) and foraſmuch as the Sacrament is 


delivered to us with Prayer, we judge it the 
moſt ſuitable Geſture for ſuch a ſolemn Ordi- 
nance ; and both in Obedience to Authority, 
and alſo from an Act of Choice, we uſe this 


Geſture, as a Token of- profound Reverence- 


to our moſt endearing Redeemer, 
Theſe are all the moſt conſiderable Pleas 
and Pretences, which I have met with from 


Perſons for the Neglect of this Duty. If 
what has been here ſaid tends to the Satisfac- 


tion of any, and they are willing to addreſs 
themſelves to the Practice of this long neg- 
lected Duty, I ſhall next inform them what 
Preparation is neceſſary to fit them for it. 

5. And here note in general : That the 
beſt Preparation for the Sacrament, is a Holy 
Liſe, a daily walking before God in the holy 
Path of his Commandments, in an uniform 
Compliance with the Duties both of our ge- 
neral and particular Callings, exerciſing our 
ons daily in keeping a Conſcience void r 

Offence 
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Offence both towards Go p, and towards all 
"4 Men: In ſhort, the habitual Devotedneſs of 
the Soul to God, accompanied with a ſteddy 
* Reſolution to continue ſtedfaſt in our Obe- 
dience to him in all our Duties, is ſuch a di- 
| vine Temper, as gives us an undoubted Right 
4 to the Ordinance, and is the beſt Qualifica- 
tion for it. But more particularly you are to 


1 underſtand, that beſides our habitual Prepara- 
4 tion by Repentance, and the conſtant Endea- 
8 vours of a holy Life, we ought to ſet ſome 
* Time apart for actual Preparation, though 


| how much every Perſon ought to allot of his 
Time for that Work, cannot preciſely be de- 
termined : Some have more cauſe for it than 


* others, having long neglected themſelves and 
* their Duty: Others have more Leiſure and 
2 Freedom for it. No Man ought to come to 


the Sacrament without due Care and Prepa- 
a ration; but God doth not expect fo much 
Time ſhould be ſet apart for ſolemn Prepara- 


— tion by a poor Servant, as he does from a rich 
as Males. . - 

4 Now a Chriſtian's actual Preparation for 
0 | this Ordinance, I take to conſiſt in the Prac- 


tice of theſe five following Duties: Exami- 
I nation, Humiliation, R eſolution, le 
* Prayer and Supplication.. ph Sos : 


- Examine thy ſelf — 8. Paufe 
Advice, 1 Cor. 11. 28. for we ſtand too near 
our ſelves to ſee our Failings without great 
Obſervation take therefore the Candle of the 
Word into + MLL to ek thy Heart, 


and "Oe A. ene exar, F 


miez 
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mine, {1.) What Good there is in thee; what 
Knowledge to diſcern the Lord's Body, Eyed 
to underftand the Nature, Uſe, and 

the Lord's Supper : What Faith to app 4 
Merits of his Death to thy own Soul: apply the 
Love to thy Saviour's ts, Promiſes, 
People; to every one that has the I of 
Chriſt upon him : What Repentance and God- 
ly Sorrow thou doſt find in thy Soul for Sin: 
What Care every Day to mortify it, ahd to 
die daily more and more unto it. (2.) Ex- 
amine what Evil is in thee, and has been done 
by thee. See and be ſenſible of the Sinfulneſs 
of thy Nature, of the Sins of thy Heart and 
Life; of thy Omiffions of Good, and Com- 
miſſions of Evil; of thy Sins againſt God 
and thy Neighbour, in Heart, Word, or 


Deed : And though it be impoſſible upon thy 


utmoſt Search to find out all, it will be a good 
Evidence of thy Sincerity, that thou art not 
willing to hide any. | 


2. Having by Examination. * out thy 
Sins, fall down upon thy Knees in Conſeſſion 
and Humiliation before Go p, bewailing thy 
manifold Sins and Wickednefſes, which thou 
haſt (from time to time) molt grievouſly com- 


- mitted by Thought, Word, and Deed, = 


his Divine Majeſty, Labour, N 
nt, and to be unfeignedly Noce Rn for t 


doings; beg of God 
brance of Sin may be bitter to thy 8 na and 
the Burden of it r Vine with him 


to forgive thee all that is 2 


ee e 


K 
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after ſerve and pleaſe him in newneſs of Life, 


to the Honour and Glory of his Holy Name. 


This done, before — from thy Knees, 


3. Renew thy Reſolution for a Holy Life : 
Vow to be more watchful, more careful and 
circumſpect for the time to come; ſay with 
Holy David, Pſal. 119. 106. I have fworn, 


and will perform it, that Iwill keep thy righte- 


ous Fudgments. And be ſure when you reſolve 
againſt your Sins, that you reſolve againſt all 
Temptations which lead. to Sin; he that re- 
ſolves againſt Drunkenneſs and Swearing, muſt 
reſolve to avoid wicked 3 which draw 
him to that Exceſs, and to paſs by the Door 
where he is wont to be drawn in: And take 


heed of making any Reſolution in your own 


Strength, but earneſtly implore the Grace and 
Aſſiſtance of Almighty God: O be ſenſible 
that your own Strength is ſmal}, your Enemy 
ſtrong, your Temptations many, your Danger 
great: if ever you defire to bring your Reſc - 

lations for a better Life to Perfection; look 
up to Heaven for auxiliary Aid from thence, 
engage God's Strength, which will enable thee 


: 7 do all Things; ſo ſaith the * 


4. 13. I can do all things, &c. 
4. Apply ſelf next to the Duty of Medi- 


tation, particularly meditate on the Sufferings 


of thy Saviour: And to help and quicken thy 
Meditations upon them, let me adviſe thee 


conſtantly to read over the Hiſtory of them 
iy wo ea over End it recorded in 
hs ems ſt Chapters (bur ons) of all the = 


before a 


vangeliſts: 


% 


_— 


Ty 
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vangeliſts: Meditate on his wonderful Abaſe- 


ment in his Incarnation, that the Creator of 
the World ſhould become a Creature. Medi- 


and that will work in thee true Contentment 
of Mind in thy poor and low Condition; but 


t tate on the Meanneſs and Poverty of his Life, 


above all, meditate on the unparallel'd Suffer: 


ings at his Death, his Patience under them, 
and his Readineſs to pardon and pray for his 
Enemies and Murderers, that were the Occa- 
ſion of them. This will at once enkindle thy 
Hatred againſt Sin, inflame thy Love to Chriſt, 


and inſpire thee with a Spirit of Meekneſs to- 


wards thy greateſt Enemies, in Imitation of thy 
dear Saviour, who offeted up his Blood to 
God on the Behalf of them that ſhed it. 


5. Set more than ordinary Time apart before 
the Sacrament for ſecret Prayer, earneſtly 


pleading with God to make the Sacrament 


effectual, for the mortifying of thy Sins, for 


the ſtrengthning of thy Grace, for the quick- 


ning of thy Deſires, for the confirming of thy 


Reſolutions; to make it a Soul-nouriſhing 
Meat unto thee, and that thou may ſt experi- 


ence the ſtrengthning, comforting, quickning, 


aſſiſting, and accepting Preſence of Chriſt in 
and at the Ordinance; and that ſo thou may ſt 
be able to ſanctify the Name of Chriſt in the 


Suitable Petitions. for ſuch an Occaſion. you 
have many in that excellent Book, called The 
IV hole Duty of Man; in Mr. Nelſon's Prafice 
een Devotiam; and in Biſhop Patrich's 


46. 
od 


\ higheſt Act of Homage and Adoration to him: 


tian Sacrifice, with many more; in * 


- 
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of which, if thou canſt not of thy ſelf expreſs 
thy own Deſires, make uſe of the Prayer for 
_ Purpoſe among thoſe at the End. 


* Having directed you in your Preparation 
for this 2 next underſtand how you 
are to behave yourſelves at, and under it. Eirſt 
then, come to the Ordinance with high and 
raiſed Expectations to receive great Benefit and. 
Advantage by it, both as to the mortifying of 
thy Sin, and quickning of thy Grace: And 
whatever Luft it is that thou art moſt capti- 
vated by, and enſlaved to, be it Pride, Paſſion, 
Earthly-mindedneſs, &c. let us ſet our ſelves 
againſt that Luft with all our Might, and plead 
with God at his Table thus: Lord, I come to 
this Ordinance with a ſincere Deſire and De- 
ſign to get Victory over every Luft, but parti- 
cularly > which does ſo often ſolicit and 
importune me. O let it receive its Death - 
wound in the Death of my Saviour, and never 
moleſt or enſlave me more. Secondly, When. 
come to the Lord's Table, labour to caſt all 
thy worldly Thoughts and Concerns. out of 
thy Head and Heart, and ſtrive to lift up thy 
Heart unto the Lord, as thou art exhorted by. 
the Minifter ; ſay unto all unſuitable Thoughts, 
as Abraham did unto his Servants; Gen.-22. Fo. 
Aide you here below, whilft I go. and n 
the Lord yonder. (3. ) The — to keep 
impertinent and improper Thoughts out of 
thy Mind, entertain thy ſelf with a frequent 
Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt. At the 
Sight of the Bread broken, and Wine poured 


a7, call to mind at ones the Fallon of the N 


Son of God, and thy Sins which expoſed him 
to ſuch a painful, , and accurſed Death : 
Repreſent to the Eye of your Minds your dear 
Redeemer as hanging upon the Croſs, bleed- 
ing, fighing, groaning, dying under the inſup- 
portable Burden of thy Si — — 
Wrath. (4.) When thou perceiveſt the Mi- 
thee, put thy ſelf in the lowlieſt poſture of Re- 
verence, and ſay thus betwixt God and thy 
Soul, How beautiful are the Feet of him that 
Salvation, and brings the Proffer of a 


Saviour to me] I am unworthy of Chrift, but 


he is worthy of me and my Faith : I do there- 
fore, O Lord, with all Humility, accept thee 
for my King, Prieſt, and Prophet, for my 
Sanctiſier and Saviour. (5.) When thou haſt 
received the Bread, ſay to this or the like Ef- 
fea, Lord, I recezve this broken Bread in Re- 
membronce 7 thy broken Body; O flrengthen 
me with thy heavenly Grace, that I may conti- 


mee thine for ever, and daily increaſf in thy 


Heth Spirit, more and more, till I come to thine 
everlaſting Amen. In like manner, 
after thou haſt received the Cup, pray to this 
. O my God! Let my Soul go 
a Giant refrefped with this ſpiritual Wine, and 
let all the Enemies of my Salvation It before 
nee May I walk in the Strength of this ſpiri- 
tua! Meal all my Days, and in the End of my 

Days enjoy the fall Manifeftation of thy Late 
(which ts better than Mine) in thine everlaſting 
Kingdom. Amen. (6.) Employ your Time 
whilſt others ate receiving, in Meditation and 


Prayer; in meditating upon the Love of the 
meh ___ Father 


approach with the Elements towards 


orth as 


CPL (r TN wo 


JET. EEG r ee 


van Thankſgiving to Almighty God for his 
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Father in ſending, and upon the Love of the 
Son in coming upon this great Errand, to ac- 
comphſh the Work of Redemption for us. Al- 
ſo in; praying unto God for all Mankind in 
general, for the whole Church of God in ſpeci- 
al, for that Part * 32 Nations 
in particular; for all Chriſtian Kings, Princes, 
— Governors, eſpecially our own; for all our 
Friends and Benefactors, that God would re- 
quite the Kindneſſes they have ſhewn us; for 
all our Enemies, that would pardon the 
Wrongs and Injuries done to him, to us, and 
to their own Souls. This being a Feaſt of 
Love, in which we commemorate the higheſt 
Inſtance of Love that ever the World was ac- 


2 
ther, than i in a readineſs to forgive him, and 
interceeding earneſtly for his Laftly, As 
an Expreſſion of thy Thankfulnef to Chrift 


e | 


_ 3s Je uy, holy take to ſhew how we 
ought to behave our ſelves after we have waited” 
upon Chriſt at bis Holy Table. (1.) Decline 
(if poflible )all Company immediately after the 
Action; and retire in y into ſome ſecret 
Plate, and there upon your Knees offer up 


rich 


W.. 
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rich Mercy and invaluable Googneſs vouch- WW - 
fafed to you in that Ordinance, intreating him 7 
to pardon all the Deſects of the whole Service, WW 
and imploring the gracious Aſſiſtance of his I. 
holy and good Spirit, whereby you may be Bf 
enabled to work in the Strength of that Grace A 
as becometh thoſe who have received ſuch great fu 
Pledges of Salvation. (2.) When you are re- G 
turned into Company, take heed that the ſpi- 
ritual Heat which was enkindled in your Souls 
by and under the Ordinance, be not quenched 
by a ſudden falling into worldly Conferences 
and fruitleſs Diſcourſes ; but labour to cheriſh. 
and keep alive that holy Fire upon the Altar 
of your Hearts, and endeavour by Prayer, Me- 
ditation, and Holy Conference, to improve it 
intoa holy Flame. (3.) Spend the Sacrament- ; 


1 day in publick, private, and ſecret Duties of 
Religious Worſhip, particularly in Prayer and 
14 Praiſes, in an after Examination of yourſelves, 
i1 what Faith, what Love, what Humility, what. 
11 Sincerity was ſound with you, while waiting up- 
on our Saviour at his Holy Table: Take no- 
tice alſo of any Deadneſs of Heart, and Indiſ- 
| poſition of Spirit, which thou labour'ft under; 
| bewail it, and beg Pardon of it for Chriſt's. 
Sake, who bears the Iniquities of our Holy, 
14 Things, (4.) Conclude the Sacrament-day 
| with Prayer and an Hymn of Praiſe. Thus 
t' did our Saviour after he had kept this Supper 
| with his Diſciples, Ile ſung an Hymn, St. 
' 
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Matt, 25. 30. and betook himſelf to God in 
Prayer; and the Jets, at their Paſſover did 
Gag the 11 3th Palm, with the five following, 


 Plalms, which they called the erent Belge, 
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jah. A Chriſtian ſhould every Day of his 
Life give Thanks and pray, but efpecially on 
a Sacrament-day ; then ſhould; we hleſs the 
Lord with our whole Souls, and call upon all 
that is within us to bleſs his Holy Name. 
Such Chriſtians as defire to do this, but want 
ſuitable Words, may expreſs their Deſires to 
God in thoſe at the End. 


il. " tt. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Containing an earneſt Exhortation to the Love 
and Practice of Univerſal Holineſs. 


—_ 


T H E Conſideration of our Baptiſmal Vow, 
renew'd and ratify'd by many Sacramen- 
tal Engagements at the Holy Table, is certainly 
one of the ſtrongeſt Ties that Chriſtianity lays 
upon us, to oblige us to the Love and Practice 
of Univerſal Holineſs ; for moſt certain it is, 
if we relapſe and fall back into an evil Courſe 
of Life, if we wilfully return again to Folly, we 
kindle God's Wrath againſt us; we provoke 
him to plague us with divers Diſeaſes, and ſun- 
dry kinds of Death : But if we eſcape theſe, 
there are more diſmal Plagues than theſe that 
will overtake us, ſuch as Hardneſs of Heart, 
Blindneſs of Mind, and a, ſear'd Confcience : 
Theſe are indeed inviſible Strokes, which make 
not a Noiſe, and ſtrike not our Senſes; but veri-- 
ly, if we conſider the Effects and Conſequences 
of them, they are more formidable and diſmal. 
than the raging Peſtilence, and the loudeſt Claps 
of Thunder. Let us then piouſly reſolve, as 
| we 
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we fear the Wrath of God, and love our own 
Souls, after we have renewed our Covenant 
with God at his Holy Table, to oblige our 
. ſelves to an Eminent and Exemplary Piety of 
Converſation ; let us live as thoſe that are 
redeemed by the Blood of Jeſus, as thoſe that 
are ſanctiſied and ſealed by the Spirit of Jeſus, 
as thoſe that expect an eternal Fellowſhip and 


Communion with Jeſus in his Heavenly King- 


dom. : | 
Too this End it may be adviſable, 


1. The next Morning after thou haſt been 


at the Sacrament, as ſoon as thou art up, 
enter into thy Cloſet, and before the Lord 
piouſly and profitably reſolve and vow to main- 
tain a ſtrict Watchfulneſs and Care over thy 
Heart, Words, and Ways for the Time to 
come. Such a Reſolution as this, made in the 
Strength of God, will work Wonders, be- 
cauſe God will affiſt and bleſs it. T will for- 
tify thee againſt Temptations, and the ſtron- 
geſt Solicitations to return to the Love and 


Practice of Sin and Wickedneſs. Suppoſe thy 


deareſt Friends and Familiars, ſuppoſe thy in- 
dulgent Mother that bore thee, nay, ſuppoſe 


the Wife of thy Boſom, the Delight of thine | 


Eyes, ſhould all ſet upon thee, yea, intreat 
and importune thee to omit ſome known Du- 


ty, or to commit ſome wicked Act; ſuch a 


Reſolution as thou haſt now made for a holy 
Life, will antidote thy Soul againſt the Poi- 
| ſon of ſuch a Temptation, and put the ſame 
Reply into thy Mouth, as was found in holy 
Joſeph's, Gen. 39. 9. How can I do this great 
Vickedneſs, and fin againſt Gd? 3 
"Ry 2. Having 
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2. Having made this ſolemn Vow betwixt 
God and thy own Soul, for a holy Life, for 
a Life ſuitable to a Sacramental Engagement, 
you will find it advantageous to write it 
down, and keep it by you, thus 

« At ſuch a Time, and on ſuch a Day, 
ce having renew'd my Covenant with God, 
<« at his Holy Table, I did with all the De- 
c votion of my Heart and Soul entirely ſur- 
« render up my ſelf, and all that is mine, to 
te the Service and Glory of Almighty God, 
ce yowing all Fidelity and Obedience to him, 
« and reſolving that He ſhall have the full 
« guiding, governing, and diſpoſing of me. 
“ and mine.” | TL 

And after every Sacrament, look upon it, 
and conſider ſeriouſly of it, ſaying thus to thy. 
ſelf ; Bebald, O my Soul, the Bonds that are 
upon thee, this is thy own Act and Deed ; it is 
as certainly recorded in Heaven as tis here 
written on Earth, and ſhall one Day be brought 


forth againſt thee to thy everlaſting Condemna- 


tion, if thou dgſt not walk anſwerably to the 
Obligation of it. Keep it by thee as a Me- 
morial of the folema Tranſactions betwixt 
God and thy Soul; for, beſides the Influence 
it will have upon thy Obedience in the time 
of thy Liſe, it will afford thee no ſmall Com- 
fort and Aſſurance at the Hour of Death, and 
in the Time of Temptation. | 


3- Make choice of ſome wiſe and faithful 
Friend, and oblige him by all the Endearments 
and Obligations of Friendſhip, to be your Mo- 
nitor and Remembrancer : This the nw 

| 1 
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adviſes to, Heb. 10. 23. Conſider one another, 
to provoke unto Love and good Works. There 
are two forts of Perſons that will tell us of 
our Faults, our beſt Friends, and out bittereſt 
Enemies: Haſt thou ſuch an Enemy? Make 
uſe of thoſe Rebukes with Chriſtian Prudence, 
which he gives in finful Anger. Art thou 
bleſs'd with ſuch a Friend? Bleſs God for 
him ; let thy Heart cleave unto him, and per- 
form a reciprocal Duty of Love and Faithful- 
neſs towards him; be often admoniſning, re- 
proving, reſtoring, quickning and confirming 
one another; the Advantage of ſuch a Friend- 
ſhip is inexpreſſible. | 


4. Labour every Day to live as in God's 

Sight, and to walk continually as under the 
View and Obſervation of his All-ſeeing Eye ; 
P/al. 16. 8. in all Places and in all Compa- 
nies, endeavour to remember the Prefence of 
God, that He is about thy Path, by Day, and 
about thy Bed by Night, and ſpies out all thy 
Ways Remember that thy God ſeeth in Se- 
cret, and that no Darkneſs is an Obſtacle to his 
piercing Eye: Remember that God is every 


where preſent, and then thou wilt ſtudy to be 


every where Holy. It is not ſufficient that 
God's Eye ſees thee, but thou muſt ſee thy 
ſelf ſeen of God: The Maſter's Eye upon 
the Scholar will not command him to his 
Book, but the Scholar ſeeing that his Maſter 
ſees him, will do it. O my God, (ſays 
& pious Biſhop Hall) let me ſee my ſelf 
<< ſeen of thee, and I ſhall never dare to of- 
fend thee.” 33 

| 5. Have 
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5. Have frequent Recourſe to your Mini- 
ſter, your Spiritual Guide; deſire his Advice, 
and follow his Inſtructions, in order to your 
Improvement in Knowledge, and Advance- 
ment in Piety; Acquaint him with thy Reſo- 
lution for Heaven and a Holy Life, and defire 
him to give thee the needful Directions in order 
to it : Lay open thy very Soul unto him, and 
be not ſhy of acquainting thy ſpiritual Phyſici- 
an with all thy Soul's Complaint ; hear him, 
as thou would'ſt hear Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 
Minifter he is ; mark what he fays with the 
greateſt Care, and follow his Inſtructions with 
the greateſt Faithfulneſs ; acquaint him from 
time to time with the State and Condition of 
thy Soul, with thy Temptations and Diſcou- 
ragements, with thy Doubts and Fears, with 
thy Failings and Imperfections, with thy Joys 
and Sorrows ; his Counſels (by the Bleſſing of 
Go p) will preſerve thee in an uniform, even, 
and ſteady Courſe of Well-doing : Thy Mini- 
ſter is concerned to give thee the beſt Advice 
he can, and Go is concerned to make it 
effectual for thy Good, having in his infinite 
Wiſdom ordained it for that End. 


6. Andabaye all, look upto Almighty God 
in Prayer, that he would make you perfect, 
ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you: Give him the 
entire Praiſe of all that Good that is wrought 
in you, or performed by you : Be thankful to 
him for any Meaſure of Knowledge received in 
thy Underſtanding, for any good Inclinations 
found in thy Will, for any devout Affections 


ſtirring ' | 


a 
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ſtirring in thy Soul; and intercede with him, 
that whe ne of his Promiſe, as he has 
begun a good Work in thee, he would perfect 
it unto the Day of Jeſus Chriſt; that he would 
order thy Steps in his Word, and let no Ini- 
quity have Dominion over thee ; that He 
would hold up thy Goings in his Ways, till 
thy Feet take hold of Eternal Life; that thou 
may*ſt be faithful to thy Death, not beginning 
in the Spirit, and making a ſad End in the 
Fleſh ; not being of the number of thoſe who 
draw back unto Perdition, but of thoſe who 
| perſevere in tuell. doing, to the ſaving of their 
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SECTION T. 

Of the CREATION. 


veſt. FxFA $ the Warld eternal ? or, Had 
it a Beginning ? 

I. The World neither was, nor is eter- 
nal; for in the B of Time God creat- 
ed the Heaven and the Earth, Gen. 1.1. 

Q. Out F what, and by what, did God 
make the IWVorld, and all Things therein ? 

A, God mads the World, 5nd all Things 
herein out of Nothi baving no Matter to 


TE Ti and after what 
at dime, 

* Was 425 created and mad ® 
A. In the ſpace of ſ Days, and in an or- 


* and * —_— every n ES 


ind 75 * for the Eilan 27 his 
mour 

Q How came. "206. to See end and leis 
be way and manner of the World's Creation ? 
A. By Faith we underſtand that the, Worlds 
rere framed by the Word of God, Hab. 11. z. 
* What is God ? 


Godis ny po h 
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one firſt and chief 
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tal Spirit, eſſentially neceſſary, and one who 


could not, and cannot but be. 


. Hmu many ſorts of Spirits are there ? 


and, "Of which 2 is G 

A. There are two ſorts of Spirits, (1.) 
Created and Finite, as Angels and the Souls 
of Men are. (2.) Uncreated and Infinite; 
and ſuch a Spirit God only is. 

. What mean you by GO D's being « an 

Infinite Spirit ? 

A. That all the Perfeftions of his Nature, 
particularly his Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs and 
Goodneſs, do exceed all Meaſures, Bounds, 


and Limits, and cannot be comprehended by 


the Underſtandings of his Creatures. 
Q. Vn call you him Invifible ? 


A. Becauſe he is not to be ſeen by any bo- 


dily 1 and conſequently not to be conceiv- 
ed of under any bodily Shape. 

Q. How is he Immortal ? 

A. God's Immortality is natural and ne- 
ceflary from his own Nature and Being, he nei- 
2 Beginning, nor ſhall have End. The 
Ger Ges dh: of — hey immortal by the 

only : t a Beginning, but 
"i his Pleaſure they ſhould never have — End. 
= Flu many Gods are there? 

There's none other but one, namely, 2 
Living and true God. 

Q. How doth it appear that there is, and 


| can be, but one God ? 


A. The Scripture reveals no more, Dent. 6, 
4. The Lord thy Gad is one Lord; and Reaſon 
Rs ang be Fong becauſe there can be but 


- hoſt excellent — as * 
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= ' Q. Wy call you. bim the true God ? 
p A. To diſtinguiſh Him from all titular 
Gods, as Magiſtrates and others, and from all 
Idols ny falſe Gods. 
JQ call you him the Living Cod? 
is A. Becauſe all Life, natural, foiritual, and 
eternal, is in him, and only from him. 
| Q. How doth it appear ther there are Three 
an ' Perſons in the Godhead, and only Three? © 
A. It appears theſe three Ways: (1.) From 
the Baptiſmal Inſtitution, Matt. 28, 19. Bap- 
tize all Nations in the Name of the Father, 
ds, i of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. (z.) From 
by the Apoſtolical Benediction, 2 Cor. 13. 14. The 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the Lowe 
of God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt 
e with you. (3.) From plain and poſitive 
w — Aſſertions, 1 Jobn 5. 7. There are 
Three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
_ Q. phat are the diflinft Operations which 
wi Scripture attributes to the ſeveral Perſons ? 
A. It aſcribes generally the Works of Crea- 
the tion of the Father, it attributes particularly the 
but] Work of Redemption to the Son, and the, 
nd, Wark: of Sandtification to the ** Ghoſt. 
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116 Of the Fall. 
A. Two Sorts; namely, Angels and Men. 
Q. I bat are the Angelt? ä 
A. Finite and Immortal Spirits, created by 
and made after the Image of the glorious God. 
Q. Did the Angels continue in that holy and 
happy State in which they were created? 
A. All of the Angels did not fin, but many 
of them did, and their Sin is ſuppoſed to be 
Pride. | 
Did God provide any Remedy for the 
falls Angels * ? | | 
A. No, but they are all reſerved in everlaſt- 
ing Chains, under Darkneſs, to the Judgment 
of the Great Day, Jude 6 
Qi. Adam being the firſt Man that Gad 
created and made, of what Parts did Adam 


b | 
Of two Parts, namely, a Soul and a Body. 

Q. What was his Body made of ? 

A. The Duſt of the Ground. 

Q. Was his Soul ſo made? Erie: 
No, God breathed into his Noftrils the 

Breath of Life, and Man became a living Soul. 

Q. Did God make Adam an holy Creature, 
or a finful Creature 
n holy Creature after his own Image. 
Q. Wheran doth the Image of God confift ? 

A. In Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and a ſo- 
vereign Dominion over all his Creatures. 

Q.: Howcan Man then be a finful Creature? 
A. Tho' he was made upright, yet was his 
Will mutable, and by abuſing bis Liberty, he 
fell from that holy State in which he was creat- 
dne lem 0 the fel 

. W he tempted him to cat | | 
1 


for our Underſtandings are thereby dar 
our Wills 


of the Fall. 117 


A. The Woman, whoſe Name was Eve, 
whom God made of one of Adam's Ribs, to 


be an Help- meet for him, and not a Tempter 


of him. i 
Q. Whe tempted ber ? | 
A. The Serpent; that is, the Devil in and 
„ Dia Ad 
id Adam only burt himſelf by eating 
the forbidden Fruit ? * | 
A. No verily, he ruined not only bimſelf, 


but all his Poſlerity, he being the Noot of all 


Mankind ; they finned in him, and fell with 
him in his firſt Tranſgreflion. 

Q. Wherein conſifts the Sin and Miſery of 
that Eflate into Adam and his Fig 


fall ? 


A. In the dreadful Es of that fatal Fall 
our AﬀeQions miſplaced, 
and all the Faculties of our Souls inclined to 


that which b Evil, and avers to all that 2 


Good. 
. What was the Puniſhment due to Adam 
s Pofterity for that Sin ? 

4 Death, to the Threatning of 
God, In the Day that eateft, thou ſhalt die. 
I bat Death was intendad in thut Thbreat- 


4. Te iritual, and Eternal; 
the Death of the Body by the Loſs of Life, the 


” 


Death of the Soul by the Loſs of God's Image, 
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A. Very many, and thoſe very uſeful. (1.) 
J learn of what a malignant Nature Sh is, inaſ- 
much as one Sin defil'd and deſtroy'd the whole 


World. (2.) The wonderful Wiſdom of God 


in ſending Chriſt in our Nature to take away 
the Sins of the World. (3.) The Neceflity of 
our Intereſt in Chriſt, and Union with him; 
that as we have received of the firſt Adam 


Corruption for Corruption, we may alfo re- 


ceive of the ſecond Adam Grace for Grace. 
Q. What Inferences may be drawn from 
our firft Parents Fall? _ 
A. Such as theſe, namely, (1.) That the 
beſt of us, when left to our ſelves, cannot be 
long ſafe. (2.) That ſince Man before the Fall 


could not be his own Keeper, much leſs fincethe 


Fall can he be his own Saviour. (3.) We learn 

bow wonderful great our Obligations are to the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who recovered and ſaved 
when the Fall ft us hopeleſs and helplefs. 


n 
Of Man's Recovery by Chriſt. 


— lm Man's 


Q. Fy 7 D not Got * ay for fal- 
D ecovery ? F 

A. Yes, he ſent his own Son todiefor him; 
who took not on him the Nature of Ange, 


dut the Seed of Abraham, Heb. 2. 16, 
QA Pry whomof Mankind did Chrift die? 


A. He gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, he 


taſted Death for every Man, and his Death 


was a Propitiation for the Sins of the Whole 


World; 
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bim; he cleans d the Lepers, 
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World; tho” only ſuch as believe and obey the 
Goſpel ſhall ſavingly partake of the N 
of his Death. 

Q. M bo was God's own Son that thus died ? 

A. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who being God 
es Eternity, became Man in the T of 

ime. 

Q. How many Natures had Chrift? 

A. Two Natures; a Divine Nature, as 
God; and a Human Nature, as Man. 

Q. Do theſe two Natures make two Perſons 7 

A. No; the Human Nature was united to 
the ſecond Perſon in the Godhead, and conti- 
nues to abide i * Union 2 I and that 476 ever. 

In which of theſe atures Chri 

Q. 5 F theſe ff 
" "_ is his Hann Nature, as Man. 

Q. In which Nature did he ſatisfy, or giv 
Satisfaftion to the Fuſtice of Go fort our Sins +4 

„ In his Divine Nature, as he was God 
equal with the Father. | 
Q: Hu do you prove Chrift to be God? 


A. By a three-fold Argument: (1.) Becauſe | 
the Attributes of God are given to him; he 


is faid to be eternal, and all-knowing, St. Fob 


21.17. Lord, thou knoweſt all Things. (2.) 


Becauſe the Works of God were wrought by 
raiſed the Dead, 
yea, he made the World. Jahn 1. 3. All Things 


Honour is given to him by the Commandment 


were made by him, c. (3.) Becauſe divine 


of God. Heb. 1. 16. all the Angels of 


. God worſhip bim. 
| Q: How prove you Chriſt to be «a Man? 


1 


+ < 


4 be had 2 true Bodys and m. 
ſonabie 


* 


120 Of M Retbvery by Chrift, 
ſonable Soul, and was in all Things made like 
unto us, Sin only excepted. 

. Why would Chri) be born ? . 
A. That he might die for our Salvation. 
Q. Who was be born of ? 

A. Of the Virgin Mary. N i 

Q. Was he born in Sin, as you were? 

A. No; he was neither born in hn nor 
lived in any Sin; for then he could not have 
ſatisfied the Juſtice of God for Sin,  ' 
Q. How came he to be born without Sin? 
A. By being conceived of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Q. What doth the Name Jeſus EF” 

A. A Saviour, becauſe he was to lave his 
People from their Sins. or 

Q.: What doth the Name Ctviit fynify 7 

J Anointed, which denotes his three-fold 
Office; namely, ; of a Prophet, Prieſt and King. 

Q: W, by did Chrift execute all theſe Offices ? 


yation, and we have the Benefit of them all. 
Q. What Benefit? 

A. All the Promiſes Gow from theſe Offices, 
as Streams from their Fountain ; for Inſtance, 
the Promiſes of Illumination and Direction, 
flow from Chriſt's Prophetical Office; the Pro- 
miſes of Pardon and Peace, flow from his 
Prieſtly Office ; and the Promiſes of Protec- 
tion and Defence, from his Kingly Office. - 
0 Cen no Man reccive Chrift in one (Ms, 
and refuſe him in another ? 
A. No; but whoever will have the Benefit 
of one, muſt receive him in all, A#s 5. 31. 
He is a Saviour to none to whom he is not a 
min and it is in vain to 33 


* | 


A. Becauſe they are all neceſſary to our Sal- 


rr 
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by him, -if we do not yield Subjection to him. 
. What Death did Chriſt undergo for us? 
. The Death of the Croſs, which was a 
ſhameful, a painful, and an accurſed Death. 
bai became of Chriſt after his Death ? 
He was wwe and continued among 
the Dead until che Third Day, in which he 
aroſe again from the Dead. 
Q. Why did Chrift riſe at all 3 
A. To declare the Sufficiency of his Satis 
faction, and the Certainty of our Reſurrection. 
Q. did be ariſe no ſooner, and why 


ſhould he lie no longer than the third Day? 


A. He did ariſe no ſooner, leſt the Truth of 
his Death ſhould have been queſtion'd, that he 
did not die at all : and he would lie no longer, 
left the Faith of his Diſciples ſhould have fail'd. 

Q. What became of Chriſt after his Reſur- 


rein? 


A. After Forty Days flay upon the Earth, 
he aſcended up into Heaven. 
Q. Wherefore did Cbriſt aſcend into Heaven? 
4. To open Heaven to us, and to make 
Loos 2 2 Father for 8 1 
at doth this teach us 
7 T he Duty of e minded this 


ve ſhguld in Heart and Mind aſcend after him. 


Q What Honour has Chrift nowin Heaven * 
A. The Honour of m_ Os 
| What mean you by ſitting at God's 
91 
A. That Chriſt is advanced unto Authority 
and Power, whereby he ruleth all nn 
in Heaven and in Earch. 8 88 
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Will not Chriſt come again from Heaven ? 

Yo Yes; he vet come N End of 
the World, to judge the Quick and Dead. 

Q. What mean yor by the Buick and Dead? 

A. Thoſe that ure alive at his Coming, and 
thoſe that are in their Graves. 

Q. Is it certain that there will be a Day of 
Judgment? 

A. Yes; the Scripture afſures it, and the 
Conſciences of Men expect and dread it. 

Q. I bat are the Properties of that Fudg- 
ment? | 
A. Id will be awful and ſolemn, exact and 
critical, impartial and univerſal. 

Q. bat will follow upon this Judgment? 
A. Thoſe that have done Good ſhall go in- 

to everlaſting Life, and thoſe that have done 

Evil into everlaſting Fire. 

Q. Ibo is the Third Perſon in the Trinity, 
 *2ohom you profeſ to believe in? 
A. The Holy Ghoſt. 
2. Why is 2 fo called? 
Al. Becauſe he is eſſentially Holy in himſelf, 
and efficiently Holy, or the Author of all true 
Holineſs in us alſo; it being he that ſan#ifies 
me, and all the Eledt People of God. 
Q. What is it to believe in the Holy Gb? 


A. Not only to believe that he is infinitely 


Holy in himſelf, but alſo to rely upon him 
for Sanctification, and further Meaſures of 


Holineſs in us alſo. 


Q. What mean you by the ä Catholick 
Church? 


A. All the People, of God, whereloeves | 
diſperſed, 
Q Yy. 


1 Uaiveral? 


ling, as alſo in regard of the Offices perform'd 
bolily by her. "_ 


Sin 


_ Head, 


A. Becauſe it has been in all 
ces, and conſiſts of all forts of Perſons. | 
2 IW hy is the Catholick Church called Holy? 
Both in regard of her Vocation and Cal- 


Q. What mean you by the Communion of 
Saints? 


A. That Communion or Fellowſhip which 
all the Faithful have with God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and one with another. 
Q What intend you by the Forgiveneſs of 


A. That for Chriſt's Sake my Sins ſhall be 
forgiven me, if they be forlaken by me 

3 How do you believe the Eoin, 7 
the Body? 

A. I firmly believe that God will raiſe ; 
all dead Bodies, and the ſame Bodies of t > 
that die, 

Q. What difference will there be betwixt the 
* of the Righteous and the Wicl- 


© The Wicked will be raiſed by the Power 
of Chriſt as their Judge, but the Righteous by 
virtue of their Union with Chriſt as their 

Q. What mean ou when ie prof ts uri. 
the Ever. 

A. That there * two different States of 
Rewards and Puniſhmeats, in another World, 
in which the Wicked ſhall be for ever miſery- 


ble, and the 
2 1 


Of Man's Recrvery by Chrif. 223 
y is the Church called Catholick, er 


Apes and Pla- 


1 224 Of Man's Recovery by Chrift. A 
| Thus you have given me an Acccount 
1 the We of your Belief ; now let me bear 
| you ſay the Lord's Prayer. 
F A. Our Father, Sc. 
1 2 reep. 
= - er 
4 Three Parts; namely, the Preface, the 
1 fix Petitions, the Doxology, and 
8 Q. Which is the Preface? 
it A. Our Father, which art in Heaven. 
Q. What deth the word Father import ? 
A. That God to whom we pray, is of cafy 
Acceſs unto, and willing to grant what we 
pray for ; and that we ought to call upon him | 
with reverential Fear and holy Confidence. 
EX To! Why do we call him our Father ? 
To ſignify, and put us in mind of our 
„ that we are not only to pray by, and 
* but — for - i 
pray we to God as being in Heaven 
A. To denote his Sovereignty, Dominion 


. What do we pray fer in the firſt Peti- 


4. In the firſt Petition, which is, Hallow- 
1 thy Name] we pray that and all 
ne may by us 

be bonour'd and reverenc'd. 


i 
to 


Fow 


Earth, as univerſally, as chearfully, as 24 


POET 


— 


. What do we pray for in the ſecond Peti- 


tion 
J. In the ſecond Petition, which is, [Thy 


Kingdom come] we pray that God would de- 
throne Sin and- Satan, and deftroy their King- 
dom; that he would enlarge the Ki 

Grac, and buten the Kinglom of Glory: 

Q. What do we pray for in the thir Pe 
tition ? 

A. In the third Petition, which is, [75y 
Will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven] 
we pray that the Will of God 
may be perform'd by us, and all Men here on 


as conftantly, as the glorious Angels, and 


glorious Saints obey it in Heaven. 


\, Q, What prop we for in the gen pot 


A. In the fourth Petition, which is, [Give 
ns this Day ur daily Bread) we p that 
give us all T hings needful for this 

preſent Life, a competent Portion of them, a 


Covenant Right unto them, with a ſanQified 
Uſe and Improvement of them. 


2 pro Jr in the n f. 
we 10 the fifch Petition, which is, [Fargize 


ws our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them \that 
2 us] we prof cha God —_ 


all our Sins freely, full 
WY 


4. No 


. What "% meant by [Our} Tre 


of 


8 
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126 Of Max's Recovery by Chrift, 
A. No, but (1.) Adam's Original Sin is 
herein included, which is Ours, both by m- 
tion, Inbeſion, and Imitation: And, (2.) 
r Mens Sins which we have made Ours, 
by exciting to them, by not hinderingof them, 
by not mourning for them. 
h Q. bot are we to intend and mean, when 
we pray that Ged would forgive us, as we 
forgive? 
| A. It does not denote either Meritoriouſneſs 
or Equality ; as if by forgiving others we 
could merit F at the Hand of God, 
or as if we could equal him in the manner of 
Forgiving ; but it denotes the Qualification, of 
the Perſon whom God will forgive; as alfo 
the Condition which God only will forgive 
upon. Matt. 6. 15. If ye forgive not Men 
their 2 neither will your heavenly Fa- 
' What de reve ngeful Perſons then do, 
when they fay the Lord's Prayer? | 

A. They pray for their own Damnation. 

& was do we pray for in the fixth Pr- 
tition 

A. In the fixth Petition, which is, [Aud 
lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us 
From Evil] we pray that God would preſerve 
us from Temptation, ſuccour us with his Grace 
under Temptation, and enable us m 
when we are tem 

Q What is that Evil which here you pray to 
be delivered from ? 
A. Principally the Evil of Sin, which is the 
Exil of Exile, and that which makes the De- 


WOW + 
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Of Maris Recovery by Chat: any” 
Q. What i meant by Deliverance frm Bvil? 
A. It importsa powerful Aſſiſtance of God's 
Grace to us from the 3 Sin, 
and the Prevalency of Temptat 
Q. What doth the Coleen of the er, 
Prayer teach us? 
A. The Concluſion of the Lord's "cy 
_ which is, [ For thine is the Kingdom, the Peu 


teaches us, as it is Argumentative, that it is 
both lawful and needful to back our Petitions 
unto God with Reaſons and Wer hid 
before him. 

Q. What need of uſing Arguments with God 
in Prayer, when he is more ready to hear than 


we to pray? 


3 ee 


Audience, but to quicken ourſelves to Fe 
Q. So many Arguments are-bere uſed? 
our, 
Q. Which is the firſt Ammo * 
A. For thine it the Kingdom; intimating, 


that God has a Kingdom in the World ; and 
that what we pray for, is for the Advance- 
ment of his Kingdom. | 


Q. dat is the ſecond 1 ? 
A. Wine is the Power; intimating, that 
22 of God is an Argument wich him- 


N to us to 
- Soc4- mr opp bred eg ons 
E. 


Q. What is the third * 
A. Thine is the Glory, implying, that if 
what we pray for be ſor the Glory of God, it 
may encourage us 33 nd. 
"Acceptance with God. : 


; er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen.) 


128 * Of the Renwoating Change, * 
at is the fourth Argument? . . 
It is couch'd and contained in the words, 
over and ever, which denote. the Eternity 
"of God. It is a mighty Encouragement in 
Prayer, to conſider, that the God whom we 
pray unto, is an eternal God; for we may hope 
to receive whatothers have formerly. received ; 
God's Eternity being the ſame, if we act the 
ſame. He is the ſame Yefterday, to Day, and 
er be 7 be 
is t ortance of the la word 
in the Lord's — Amen? of 
A: It does import or ſignify three Thiogs, 
1 
N 


een 


namely, (1.) An Aſſent to the ſeveral 

Petitions put up to in Prayer. (2) An 
ardent Deſire to be heard and anſwered in 
what we pray for. (3.) An humble Confi- | 
.dence, anda firm Aſſurance, that we ſhall be | 
heard: and. anſwered after we have pray'd, | 
CITI nnd. So be it. 


r much for your 
WC iT bw land, 
there in nothing or you ta do? 
e 
the res tell me, I m 
dee ee ee hon 
Goſpel, 22 
63 * . 


— — — 
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Q. When may you be ſaid tobe regenerate ? 

A. When (together with a new Name con- 
ferr'd upon me in Baptiſm) there is a new Na- 
ture, by the ſapQifying Spirit of God wrought | 
in me, enabling me to bring forth the Fruits 
q val U Righteoufneſs, and Godlineſs in 

Converſation. 
e occaſion is there for ach a Rens- 
3 Change to be wrought in you? 

A. Very much, namely, to reftore my de- 
praved Nature to its primitive Integrity. Ac- 
cordingly, I need the Spirit of God's Aſſiſt· 
ance, in concurrence with my own Endea- 
vours, toenlighten my dark Underſtanding, to 1 
conquer the Rebellion of my Will, to rectify ß 
the Diſorders of my Affections, to ſubdue the 
Voiolence of my _ Paſſions and A 
p and to reduce thoſe rebellious Powers under 
the Government and Dominion of *. 

and 1 ion. 


*. Www een ee eee 
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a ae 
the Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, as alſo 
toqualify us for, and entitle us to the Kingdom 
of Glor ; for Ir except a Man be born again, be 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, John 3. 3. 
Q. lar is that 4 which the 

8 e makes the Condition of our Pardon ? | 

True Repentance, is an ingenuous Sor- 
row for Sin paſt, and an unfeigned Hatred of 
Sin preſent, and an univerſal forſaking of it 
for the time to come. : 


. 
4. Not 


130 Of the Renovating Change. 
A. Not alone; but there muſt be an Appre- 


henſion of Mercy and Forgiveneſs with Gods 
and this Mercy muſt be di 1 
Jeſus Chriſt. Zech. xii. 16. They Hall look 


upon me whom they have p 2 42 
Q. þ turning from Bis rent to denomi- 
nate a Perſon truly penitent 
A. No; there muſt be alfo a returning un- 
to God. Pſal. 119. 50. 1 confidered my Ways, 
and turned my Feet unto thy Teflimonies. | 
A. What think you of the Antinomian Doce 
tines, which ſay that Sins are forgiven from 
Eternity ; that God ſees no Sin in Believers 
is never angry with, 2 them ſor — 
Sint; neither nead they Time to pr 
fer pardon bt nh for the Senſe and . 
rance of Pardon ? 
A. Verily, fuch Doctiines are deſtructive of 
a good Life, they tend greatly to Licentiouſ- 
neſs, and are contrary to the Defign and End 
of Chriſtianity, 
Q. May you not warrantably boye that Ge 
ven you, þ it till cleaves to you 
9 oy 421 muſt not conclude 
| * 1 bare nor forſaken Sin, becauſe Sin has 


Not | 

v9 Heel: Bin gt rd of his Bud 
im 

7 put off this Body of Fleſh, 


A. When he has 
Lf boon labora 
Rs not till then. 

at muſt be doing in the mean time ? 

T He muſt ab. 4 againſt Sin, ſtrive againſt 
it, pray againft it; mortify and fubdue it ; and 
E that joy ful Hour, when not _ the 
ower, 


ſtroyed, and the Chriſſi 
like unte God, as well in ox” Artie tans 
moral | 
Q. What is that Faith whith the Copel 


K Ye $Q 
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Power, bat the Preſence of Sin, ſhall be de- 
an render d perfectly 


requires as the Condition F our Salvation 
A. It is ſuch a practical Aﬀent to the Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel, and ſuch a fiducial Reli- 
ance on Chriſt crucified, as is productive of an 
humble, uniform, and fincere Obedience. 
Q. Faith alone then is not Arion to Sal- 


vation ? 


A. That Faith which is ; alone, and not ac- 


companied with good Works, is dead: It muſt 


be an active, operative Faith, that juſtifies and 


faves ; even fucha Faith as is the Parent and 


Principle of Obedience. 


ST not then a confident Reliance upon 


| ath and Merits of Chriff paſs 
10 % Tb? of Chrift paſs for J. 
A. By no means; for we muſt ſubmit our 


ſelves to his ru * as o__ as ſubmit 


if we do not 


our felves to his ſavi ercy; it being in vain 
to expect Salvation by On, 


ion to him, 
1H not Meattrtndey 
believers at the great 


thing ſu "s ſuſpect theme th 


yield Subj 


Un- 
Day, who do now in no- 
emſelves i 
undoubtedly ; for Men are very 
willing that Chraf fhordd fave them from the 


Guilt and Puniſhment of their Sins, after they 
have had the Pleafate and SatibfaQiv? 
mit them. But thoſe whom Chriſt ſaves, are 
delivered not only from the but from 

the Dominion of their Sins; St. ret 


— 


3 


n M com- 


Where. 


132 


linels and New Obedience, tobich the Goſpel 
requires as the Fruits of Faith? 


A. In the Conformity of our Hearts and 


A, A God's Nature; and 


in the Conformity of our Lives to the Righ- 


teouſneſs of. his Laws. 


Q. What are the neceſſary Yoalifications of 


fuch an Obedience? 

A. Te muſt be fincere and hearty, plealing 
and delightful, uniform and univerſal, con- 
fant and N. engaging us to have re- 
ſpect to all God ndments; and this 


| from the noble Principle and conſtraining Pow- 
er of Divine Love. | 


Q. Can our Obedience in this Life be fnbeſs 


and abſolutely perfedt ? 
4. No; the Obedience of the beft Chriſ- 


tians in this Life, when at a dh bet Jay 


perſect, attended with much Weakneſs, and 
accompanied with manifold Imperſections, 
which yet (upon humble Acknowledgment) 
Almighty » for Chriſt's ſake, will gra- 


Seel pardon arme 


tifully reward. mw 
SECT. v IN, 

Of Obedience ts the Moral Lew, the Ten 
Commandments. 


Q Fj HAT, inthe Day het Gud require 
an a 
A. O ience to his revealed Wil, declar'd 
me ar ata x 


DF Obedience 10 the Moral Law, — 
Q. Wherein confts the Nature of that Ho- 


as a oo, &, = fy SER FIS. 8 


2 


ments. 


y Neigh- 


m 
Command 


. Q. And which is the n Commandment ? 


3 4. To- 


2 22 


* other, Se. 8 | | 
A required of you in this 


Du 


bour contain'd in the fix 


822 
— the four fr Com- 
222 
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What is the Moral Law? © 
being 
A. Thou thalt have no 


 mandments, and m 


„A Declaration ef the Will of God to 


God 


2 
4 
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The Ten Commandments. 33g © © 
A. All che Pente, and 'too many Pro | 


o tante. Firfl, The Papiſts, who make Pic- 
o ' tures and of the Holy. Trinity, and 
a then worſhip them, or worſhip before them, 
ls; | contrary'to his Command, which ſays, Thou 
| ſhalt neither make any: graven Image, nor bow 
Ry Secondly, All 
_ worſhip God 
deny him the 

„ all others that 
E ir Bodies, the 
* i from 
4 f their 


hn 


2. Which is the third Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not take the Name, &c. 

Q. What Duties are bere required? 

A. That I treat the Name of God, his At- 
tributesand Ordinances, his Word and Works, 
with great Reverence and Regard, both in m. 
Heart, Speech, and Behaviour. 
ws 6 What Sins are forbidden in this Com 
mandment ? 

A. All undue Thoughts of the Nature of 
God, all irreverent Uſe of the Name and At- 
tributes of God, eſpecially the taking of God's 
holy Name into our Mouths upon flight and 
trivial Occaſions, dying frequently, O O Lord, 
5 or O G. 

| - "3h are the Breakers of thi Command- 
ment 

4. An ſuch as make raſhand unlawful Vows; 
ſuch as ſwear unduly ; and all ſuch as do not 
keep their Vows, and perform their Oaths and 
Promiſes made religiouſly to God or their 
"Neighbour, | Q 


T, WW op 


136 Of Obedience to the Moral Lam, 
Q. Which is the fourth Commandment ? 
"L Remember to keep holy, &c. 
eee 

mandment ? 

.& -£' remember. the Sabbath before it 


comes; to ſanctify it when it is come; and 
not to ſpend a part of the Day, but the whole | 


Day, in the publick, private, and ſecret Du- 


__ Mey. and in Ads of Charity 


Sins are bidden berviy ? 
J Pier tim, Cots Wok in hs 


2 all bodily Labour, and 
Buſineſs; all Sports and Recrea- 


upon the Lord's ps, 
Q. Which is the ith Commandment? 
A. Honour thy Father and Mother, &c. 


10.” When aalen you by Father and 


4. My autond Dania or my Father that 
beyat me ; my political and civil Parent, or 
- te that rules over me; my Eccle- 
Gaal Parent, or the Minifter that inſtructs 
me; and my domeſtical Parent, or the Maſ- 
ter of the Family that provides for me. 
Q. How do 'the Parents aforemention'd 
Aal aud violate this Commandment ? 
ral Parents trangreſs the Command, 
-when they do not love and cheriſh, take care of, 
and — ſor their Children. Magiſtrates 
offend, when they do not puniſh-Evil-doers, nor 
and encourage thoſe that do well. Mi- 
niſters tranſgreſs the Command, when they do 
not watch over the Souls of their People, in 


. - k 


— * 
* 1 


tions, it being a leſs Sin to plough, than to play 


Gd wv» FO 44 aA ww PM 1 qo. 


ſtruct them by their Doctrine, and direct them 
by their Example: And Family Governors, 
when they provide not for their Families ſuch 
Things as are convenient, and are either un- 
reaſonable in their Commands, unmerciful in 
their Corrections, ungodly or unrighteous in 
their Converſations. 
Q. When is the fifth Commandment broken, 
and by whom ? 
A. (1.) When Children are diſobedient or 
diſreſpectful to their Parents, and are aſhamed 
of them becauſe of their Poverty. (2.) When 
Subjects do either privately plot, or openly re- 
bel, or ſecretly murmur, their Gover- 
nors. (3.) When People do either flight and 
deſpiſe, . reject and forſake, or defraud and 
wrong, their lawfyl Miniſters. (La/th,) When 
Servants do diſobey the lawful Commands of 
their Maſters, and r their F — and 
Infirmities to the World. LAY 


Q. Rebearſe the faxth 
A. Thou ſhalt not kill. 
Q. What doth this Commandment require? ,? 
A. AJl lawful Means. to preſerve my 
Life and Health, as alſo'the Life and Health 
of my Neighbour, 
F Q. What Means Li God 27 for the 
5. of your Life and 155 
A ſober and 2 Uſe of Meat, 
Dink, Phy fic, Sleep, Labour, and 18 


tion. 35003 


nn 4 
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Q. What. elſe tends #2 that End? 0 

H. A due Government of my ſelf, by ſub- 
duing my Paſſians z by moderating my An- 
ger, by reſtraining Envy and malicious,Rg- 
IA . 8 venge, 


138 Of Obedience to the Moral Law, 
venge, and by preſerving in myſelf a Chear- 
fulneſs of Spirit. 


Q. WWhet Sine are forbidden _in the fexth 


Commandment ? 
A. The deftroying of my own Life by any 
Act of Violence, by Intemperance and Exceſs 


or by neglecting any Means for its Preſerva- 


tion; and alſo the hazatding the Life of my 


Neighbour openly or ſecretly ; likewiſe by de- 


nying to relieve him in his Wants, when it is 
in my Power to relieve him. 
Q. Whith is the ſeventh Commandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 


Q. What doth the ſeventh Commerdment 


' require fo 


"4: Chaſtity in Body and Soul, in Mind and | 


Affection, in Speech and — 


Q. What is neceſſary in order to the Preſer- 


vation f our Chaſtity ? 
A, Watchfulneſs over all my Senſes, Tem- 
perance in all my Enjoyments, Moderation in 


all my Recreations, keeping of good Company, 


2 ſhunning all Oecaſions of Uncleanneſs, and 
"refit the firſt Temptations thereunto, 

at Sins doth the Lee Cilnmand- 
ment forbid ? 

A. All unchaſte T 
4 particularly the groſs Acts of Forni- 
„Adlon und Adblte „ and” all other AR of 
-Undeanneſs, ' with all Piovouttibns 
woo 


20 bert ie. 


TP but" is is "required in thi Command- 
| tor Lei. Tv * At. a 3 Id 0:22 
2859 * * A. All 


houghts, Words, we} 


” was ld . to amd 


The Ten Commandments. 139 
: A. All Diligence and Induſtry in our Cal- 
YT lings, all Truth and Fidelity in our Dealings: 

and if at any time, in any manner, we have 


| wrong'd others, to reſtore what we have un- 
4 juſtly taken from them. 


8 G. What is forbidden in the cight Com- 
- | mandnent? 
4 A. All ſtealing of Goods, and receiving 
Goods which we know or ſuſpe& to be ftolen ; 
" all fraudulent Dealings; all falſe Weights and 
Meaſures; all Prodigality and waſteful Gam- 
ing. 
D. Ilhat is the ninth Commandment ? 
a | A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs, c. 
1 Q. What doth this Commandment require ? 
| A. A due Regard to our own Name and 
Reputation, a great Tenderneſs of our Neigh- 
Ay bour's good Name, and the maintaining and 
promoting Truth between 3 * par- 
rl ticularly in Witneſs-beari 


Q. What is forbidden | in the ninth Com- 

J 3h mandment? 

* A. Every thing that's s injurious toourNeigh- 

* bour's good Name; particularly  Slandering, 
: Backbiting, Tale- bearing, raſh Cenſuring and 


a ulging, mori falſe Reports, ſtopping our 
nd Lan 25 1 and all — Si- 
1 lence, . 1 and Innocence _ 

=S * . Which is the tenth Commandment . 
12 A. Thou ſhalt not covet; Ac. of 


Q. What doth this Commandment me 
A. A full Contentment with-our outward 
* Condition, whatever it be; believing it to be 
- | beſt for us, becauſe; the Wiſdom, _ 564 has 
7 it unto us. 1% 51% D*RV 
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Q. Is Contentment then with our Eflate all 


that this Commandment requires of us 


A. No: but it requires a charitable Incli- | 


nation, and compaſſionate Diſpoſition towards 
our Neighbour alſo. 


A. All Diſcontentment with our own Con- 
dition, all Envying and Grieving at the Pro- 
ſperity of our Neighbour, together with all 


ihordinate Affections towards any * that 


is his. 


SECT. VI. 
Of the Sacraments. 


AT is the proper Senſe and Signi- 
fication of the Word . 2 


A. It primarily fignifies a ſolemn Oath 


taken by Soldiers when they liſt themſelves 
under their General; and this Oath was mu- 


they to bim. 


Scripture, why-do you uſe it? 
: Phe” the Word be not, yet the Thing 
intended by che Word is found thers z for in 
the Sacraments God obliges himſelf to us by 
Covenant, — — our ſelves to dim for 
performing t tion. 
Q. What is @ Sacrament ? 
A. An outward and viſible. 
ward and ſpiritual Grace inſtituted by Chriſt 


OP ee eng 


Q t it forbidden in the tenth Com- 
ment? | | 


_ tual, the General feos wile, as well as 
Q. This mird Sacrament is nat found in 


S 
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FI  Q, Which were the Sacraments under the > 
| Old Tiflament? 
A. Circumciſion and the Paſſover. Th 
Q. Mich are the Sacraments under the 
New Teftament ? | 
| Q. Are theſe Sacraments generally neceſſary 
K to Salvation ? 
3 A. Yes, they are neceſſary, becauſe it is ne. 
1 ceflary to Salvation to obey the Laws of 
t Chriſt ; and generally ſo, that is, andifpenſibly 
» When and where they can be had. 
Q. if 'Chrift has only inflituted two Sacra- 
N ments in bis" Church, how came the Papiſts to 


talk 
| 2 ha the Church of Rome hath pre- 
ſumptuouſly ſuperadded five more; namely, 
| Confirmation, P enance, Ordination, Marriage, 
and extreme Unction, hereby uſurping upon 
1 Chriſt's Prerogative. 
Q: What is Baptiſm ? 
A. An holy Inſtitution of Chriſt for the Be- 
nefit of Believers, and their Seed ; wherein, 
2 with Water, in the Name of the 
3 ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is ſignified the 
1 inward Purification of the Soul by the Blood 
| and Spirit of Chriſt. Wo 
7 Q. What is the outward Sign, or Form in 
1 Baptiſm ? 
/ 
r 


A. Water, and nothing but Water ; and 
therefore tis a vile Practice of Papiſ ; to add 
Oil, Salt, and Spittle, ro Water in Baptiſm. 


Was Baptiſm by Water to continue after 
the Bee. * * = 


* G Ee. 4 Ya, 


142 Of the Sacraments, 

A. Yes, and was uſed afterwards, As 10. 
47. and Chap. 11. 16. and is to continue to 
the End of the World. Matt. 28. Go, Teach 
and Baptize; and lo, I am with you always to 
the End of the Warld. 

at do theſe Words imply, In the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
wy Holy Ghoſt? _ 
, hat the Perſon is baptized in the Be- 
W nad Obedience of the whole Trinitꝛʒ. 
QI it neceſſary to dip or plunge the Body 
under Water, when a Perſon is baptized ? 

A. Not at all ; for the Word Baptize ſigni- 
fies to waſh ; and who can ſuppoſe that the 
Jaylor (42s 16.) was carried forth in the Night 
to a River or Pond, to be baptized by plunging ? 
| * Baptiſm in 3 
725 ed __ a comes to riper 

ears 


A. By no means ; this being the Sacrament 
ol our Initiation, or Entrance into the viſible 
Church, is and ought to be but once perform'd . 

Q. Who are to be baptized ? 

A. Not only Believers, but their Infant Off- 
ſpring, who are taken into Covenant — 
together with themſelves, Gen. 17. 7, 1 

Q. But Infants are not able to — 

1 Covenant Duties, how then can they 
| of Covenant Privileges ?® 


= 


we Ane 


A. They certainly are as capable at Finke 

Day 2 — Crean Cond 

— the Goſpel, as they were at that Age 

| under the Law; and it is not reaſonable to ſup- 
| poſe that the Privileges of the Goſpel are 
Araiter and narrower 1 


* 
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O the Sacraments. 143 
Q. But have we any expreſs Command in 
* 1 New Te eftament for Infant Baptiſm ? _ 
54 A. There none; becauſe the Privi- 
te leges of Infants were ſettled under the Old Teſ- 
J tament, and were not reverſed by Chriſt or 
ie his Apoſtles : Beſides, tho' Infants be not nam- 
of ed, yet they are included in Chriſt's Command 

| to baptize all Nations, Matt. 28. 19. Infants 
4 being a conſiderable Part of all Nations. 
1 Q. What is required of Perſons to be bap- 
tied? 
N A. Repentance and Faith. . 
A Q. Why then are ws Fifexts baptized, when 
by 72 of their tender Age they cannot repent 
and 


e 
t 
? A. Bautz promiſe to do both, by their 
s# | Sureties z which Promiſe, when they come of 
7 Age, they are bound themſelves to perform. 
Q. But many baptized in Infancy prove very 
| bad afterwards. 
; A. They do ſo, and many baptized at Age 
too: Duties therefore are not to be neglected, 
re by roms; thoꝰ the Preach- 
ing be to ome a Stumbling- block, 
yet muſt he be preached for all that. 
Q. What Thoughts have you concerning the 
Neceſſity and Efficacy of this Ordinance of 


Baptiſm? 
very great Sin to neglect 


A. Altho' it be a 
this Ordinance when and where it may be had, 
yet Grace and Salvation are not ſo infeparably - - 
annex'd unto it, as that no Perſon can be faved 
without it, when it cannot be had ; according 
to that known Saying of the Antients, Non ab- 


= fed contemptus Ws damnat : 
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144 Of the Sacraments. : 
« *Fis not the Abſence and Want, but the 
Neglect and Contempt of the Sacraments 
<< that damns. 

Q Why was the Sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper ordained ? 

A. For a continual Remembrance of the 
Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, and of the 
Benefits which we receive thereby. 7 

Q. Fhat are the Benefits of Chrifl's Death, N 
which we are 10 remember in this Sacrament ? 

A. Deliverance from. our Sins, and from 
all the evil Effects and bitter Fruits of them; 
Reception into God's Favour here, and the 
Hopes of Heaven hereaſter. 

. bat is the outward Part, or Sign of 
the Lord's Supper ? 

A. Bread and Wine, which the Lord hath 
commanded to be received. 

Q. What de you learn from "Wen F. 

A. Two Thing: (1.) That the Bread and 
Wine continue in their natural Subſtance after 
Conſecration as well as before: And (2.) that 
we are to receive under both kinds, the Cup 
as well as the Bread. 

Q. Are not Bread and Wine poor and mean 
Things to repreſent the Body and Blood of 
Chrift ? 

' Altho' a piece of Bread, and a Draught 
of Wine, are Things of ſmall Value in them- 
ſelves, yet are they great in reſpect of their 

- Uſe and End; as a Pennyworth of Wax ap- 
plied to a Deed, may be advanc'd toa Thouſand 
Pound in Value, tho” inconſiderable in itſelf. 

Q. What doth the breaking of the Bread, | 


and out * * 
pouring out of fgnify * 
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A. The breaking of Chriſt's Body, and the 
ſhedding of his Blood upon the Cro bor our | 
e - * wry 9 

at doth the giving and ta ead 
and Wint ſignify ® AY * 7 

A. Theſe A ions ſignify God's exhibiting, 
and Believers applying of Chriſt, and all his 
Benefits, to their own Souls, 

3-255 is the inward Part, or Thing 

A. The Body and Blood of Chriſt, which 
are verily and indeed taken and received by 

the Faithful ; that is, they which have a true 
Faith, do really partake of the Fruits and Be- 
nefits of Chriſt's Death. 

Q. Who are they that ought to come to the 
Lord's Supper? 

A. All that by Baptiſm do make a Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſt, * whoſe Converfation doth 
not give their Profeſſion the Lye , 

Q. What Obligation do 2 lie * 40 
come to the Lord's Supper ? 

A. A double Obligation: (1.) In point of 
Duty, Chriſt's Word commands it. (2.) In 
Point of Intereſt, our Wants require it. 
* bat kind of Command have you to ap- 
proac the Lord's Table? 

A. The Command of a Sovereign, the Com- 
mand of a Saviour, the Command of a dying, 
Saviour; a Command of Love, an eaſy and 
delightful, an advantagedus, and profitable 
Command; ſuch a Command as (if we duly 
obſerve it) will enable us to keep all the Com- 
mandchents of Chrift better, But withal it is 
firh a Command, ry we wilfully mp 
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the Neg leſt of it, we cannot be called Obric- 
tians, but ſhall be treated by. Chriſt as Ene- 
mies and Deſpiſers of his dying Love. 
Q. What is it in the Diath of Chriſt that 
you are called upon to remember at his Holy 
Table? 
A. The Painfulneſs of his Death, the Me- 
ritoriouſneſs of his Death, the Voluntarineſs of 
his Dying, the Acceptableneſs of his Death to 


God, and the Advantageouſneſs of his Death 


5 our ſelves. 


After what manner ſhould we ane 


| the Det of Chrift at his Holy Table ? | 
Underſtandingly, reverentially, ſorrow- 


fully, humbly, thankfully, obediently, and 
are the Benefits whereof we are 


frequently. 


made Partakers thereby ? 
A. The ſtrengthning and refreſhing of our 


Souls, by the Body and Blood of Chrift, as 


our Bodies are by the Bread and Wine. 

Q. Why is it then that ſo many turn their 
| Backs upon this Ordinance ? 
A. Some abſtain and keep awa out of Fear, 
and others out of Sloth ; the Guilt of ſome 
Mens Conſciences ſtares them in the Face, 
that they dare not come at all; and others are 
not willing to take Pains to 5 
that they might come aright. 

Q. What Preparation then is r equired of 
- them who come to the Lord's Table ? 
4A. To examine themſelves whether they re- 
pent them truly of their former Sins, ſtedfaſtly 
Fa ne to lead a new Life, to have a lively 

aith-in-God's Mercy thro” Chriſt, with a 

thankful 


'3 
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thankful Remembrance of his Death, and to 


be in Charity with all Men. 
Q. Is then the Danger of unprepared coming 


to the Lord's Table, the only Danger we are 


to fear? | 

A. No verily ; but the Danger of Unwor-' 
thy Refuſing is certainly as great as that of 
Unworthy 1 for Sins of Omiſſion 
are no leſs damning than Sins of Commiſſion; 
ſuch as made light of the Marriage - Supper, 
eſc no better than he that came without 
the Wedding -Garmeũt; both wete puniſhed, 
the one for his Diſobedience, the other for his 
Diſreſpect. It is therefore beſt and ſafeſt to 
follow St. Paul's Advice, 1 Cor. 11. 28. Let 
a Man examine himſelf, and fo let him eat of 


that Bread, and drmk of that Cup. 
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4 to be uſed on the Lord's Day 
Morning, obey oo Sapient 
go forth to Publick Worfoip. 


Almighty tot: 
| as cats © bo Red ie the 
Afemblies of thy Saints, and to be had 
in Reverence of all them that are round about 


Tbee. Altho' thou art infinitely exalted above 


all the Prayers and Praiſes, Jos all the Ado- 
rations and Acknowledgments of thy Crea- 


tures, yet ſuch is thy aſtoniſhing Kindneſs and 
Condelcenfion, as not only to indulge us a Li- 


- 27 A. note Thek but alſo to account 


thyſelf highly honoured by us, when we come 
into thy Preſence, to celebrate thy Praiſes, and 
to renew our Acquaintance and Communion 
with Thee, in the Publick Duties and Exer- 
ciſes of thy "Worſhip and Service. In an hum- 
'bhe Senſe of our Unworthineſs, in a 2 


Compliance with our Duty, and in a thankful 
Ack of our Privilege, Ne deſire to 
go forth this Da 4 worſhip at thy Footſtool, 
and to pay has” {Br in the great Congregation, 

God Almighty pardon to us all the Errors of 


_ cur Life pail; nnen 


4 iS - - K. 


152 A Prayer on the Lord's Day. 


Ul betwixt thy Majeſty 
IT the A ſcend of 


to hear, whoſe Work it 15 WE Are about, and 
unto whom we muſt all render a ſtrict, and 
for ought we know, a very ſudden Account, 
for all Opportunities and Seaſons of Grace we 
Let us hear that Word of thine which ſhall 

be either read or preached this Day unto. us, 
and receive it alſo as a Meſſage ſent from Hea- 
ven unto us, to guide us in the Way that leads 
thither : O let us love thy Precepts, tremble 
at thy Threatnings, and hope in thy Promiſes. 
Let us, and all that ſhall join with us, hear 
thy Word without Prejudice, entertain thy 
Truths without Partiality, and obey from the 
Heart that Form of Doctrine which ſhall be 
delivered to us. i Oe 
| Succeed with thy Bleſſings the Labours of 


and eſpecially be with thy Servant whom thou 
haft ſet as a Watchman over this Place and 
People, that he may ſpeak as the Oracle of 
God, and deliver thy Meſſage plainly and per- 
ſuaſively, that it may become effectual for the 
informing of our Judgments, for the renewing 
of our Natures, for the reforming our Lives, 
and for the Eternal Salvation of every one of 
dur precious and immortal Souls in he af 
of our Lord Jeſus, who hath both 2 


Father, &c. 


all thy Minifters and Ambaſſadors this Day ; 


and commanded when we pray to ſay, Out 


A Prayer on ide Lords Day. 153 


153 


A Prayer to be uſed en ths Lorch Day 
Amighty Ou i bis 


— or a ms other Time 
bave attended upon 
Public 2 


thy unworthy * humbly preſent 


_ ourſelves this Evening at the Footſtool of thy 
Throne of Grace and Mercy, to offer up unto 
thy Majeſty, the God of our Mercies, out E- 


vening Sacrifice of Praiſe and T hankſgiving, for 
all that abundant Grace and Goodnefs which 
we have experienc'd from Thee in the whole 

Courſe of our Lives. We bleſs Thee for our 
Creation, that thou mad'ſt us reaſonable Crea- 
tures, capable of knowing, ſerving, and enjay+ 
ing Thee our great Creator. We 
Thee for our Preſervation, that by the ſame 
Omnipotent Power which created us at firſt 
out of Nothing, thou haſt ſuſtained us to this 


Moment in Life and Being, in Health and: 


Strength, when ſo many are either gone down 
to the Chambers of the Grave, or confined to 
Beds of Languiſhing and Weakneſs, weary of 
their Beds and their Lives together. O our 
God! how does the Health and Eaſe of one 


Day, deſerve the Thankfulneſs of our whole. 


Lives! But above all, we adore Thee for thine: 


ineſtimable Love in our Redemption, by the 


Son of thy Love, the Holy Jeſus: We thank 


| Thee, that he lived 0 that he died 


meritoriouſly, and that he roſe again v vieuriouſ= 
y that he aſcended into Heaven triumphantly, 


3 


M OST glorious and holy Lad God! we 


154 A Prayer on the Lord's Day. 
Hand of his Father and our Father, of his God 
and our God: for all the invaluable Fruits and 
Benefits of this out dear Redeemer's Under- 
taking for us. We laud Thee, we bleſs Thee, 
we magnify Thee, we glorify Thee, we give 
Thanks unto Thee, Holy Father, Heavenly 
King, Almighty and Everlaſting God, moſ? 
humbly beſeeching T hee, that as thou haſt been 
pleaſed to call us to the Knowledge of thy Son; 
and to believe in him, fo thou would'ſt increaſe 
this Knowledge, and confirm this Faith in us 
evermore; that every one of us that nameth 
the Name of Chriſt may be careful to depart 
from all Iniquity, and may walk worthy of 
our Holy Profefhon, anſwering the 3 
O of our Chriſtian Name. e bleſs 
'T hee alſo for the Miffion and Deſcent of the 
Ghoft, to be a Witneſs of our Saviour's 
E and to ſupply the Want of his bo- 
| dily Preſence. We moſt earneſtly beſeech Al- 


—oad GB RAOCOO 


Ee of of = H Joly Spirit's Fele, be — 
petually in our Minds by him, which 
otherwiſe will fade and wither, "wil languiſh 
and die! We can never ſufficiently, O Lord, 
magnify thy Mercy and Goodneh. for the in- 
valuable Gift of the Goſpel to us, which has 


revealed unto us the Way of Salvation, and for 
the many Opportumiti N gry > 

ing the Word of Grace diſpenſed to us: 
2 


Untlankfulneſs for the 
Can- 


P Sat. ˙—L ß. ˙¹iOü-̃‚—˙ẽůmwwf 5 k EE  * 


3 
Table, e 
Redeemer not worth rif 
we have not wholly neglected — Or- 
dinance, we have not ſo grown in the Graces 
. as we 
have done. 
. 7 unto us the Sins of this Day, more 

ch pane tow the gue Ho: 
Tg — Dalek in, th 

e rs. 

Performance of de high and holy Dutica we 
have this Day been. 
and Performances A 
with Thee, in ant ee our worth | 
ator: for is e ee 
Protection this Night; may we lie down in 


thy Fear, ariſe in thy Favour, and our Reſt be 


made refreſhing to us, and we therefore better 
OY . 

Callings, in is approaching. 
Extend thy 10 the whate World, 
2 d Ruins of Mankind, fend 
forth the Light of thy Goſpel into the dark 
—ꝗ· 4 of the Earth, that periſh for want 
of Fife: Eſpecially remember thy Church 
whereſoever diſperſed, or bowſoever diſtreſſed; 
a Preonen: rotettion and Defence to that 


fo bu hl * 


ay Holy 3 


in; let our Perſons 


Church which thine. own Right 


156 4 Prayer on tb Lord's Day. 
— — we belong. 
e chank thee, O Lords for all the wonderful 
of thy Power and Goodneſt to- 
ee Thee to ſtabliſh us 
upon ſuch Foundations of Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, that it may never more be in the Pow- 
er of our reſtleſs Adverſaries to diſturb us. 
O Almighty God, guide, bleſs and protect 
thine anointed our Sovereign Lord 
_ GEORGE; let his Days on Earth 
| 122 happy; and aſter a long and re- 
ligious Reign upon a peaceable and unmoleſted 
Throne, crown him with the Rewards of 8 
glorious and bleſſed Immortality. 
Bleſs bim and us in his Royal Relations, 


Remember all the Sore and Daughters of 
Sorrow and AMiQtion, and diſpenſe thy Merries 
'A 7 ae Friends, Relat 2 

to all our Fri tons, and 
e Pardon and forgive e 
do more abundantly for'us, ours, and all thine, 


than we 6 — 


( 
E 
C 
0 
E 
a 
t 
: 


We holily admire, and humbly adore th 
I 


n 
Privilege of our Admiffien to the Throne of 
Grace (which our dear Redeemer has purcha(- 
| ed for us) by Faith, in whoſe Mediation. tis 
that we offer up ous Prayers and Supplications 
now unto Thee, beſceching T hee for his, Sa- 
tisfaction - ſake, to pardon our Iniquities, and 
for his Interceſſion · fake to hear our Prayers. 
It is, O Lord I the ſincere. Defire of our 
Souls this Morning, to give Glory to thy Name, 


by a free; penitent Acknowledgment and Con- 


feſſion of our Sin and Guilt; which has req- 
der'd us all juſtly liable and. obnoxious to, thy 
Wrath and Curſe. _ © 


- 


- Particularly, we lament before God the 


want of the original Fay and Perfection of 
our N the Loſs of thy Divine Image 
which was p'd upon our Soul in the firſt 

n: O how have we, by our Apoſtacy 


from 


5 


5 
E ˙ 8 ooo et... Aa . 
* en aid 


= 


—— 


from God, forfkited his 'Favonr, and loft his 
Tacks beg Natute Children of Wrath, 
becauſe Children of Diſobedience. ___-_____ 
Help us alſo to lie down at thy Footſtool, in 
a ſorrowful Sight and Senſe of the tnanifold 
atual T ranſgretfions, and Provocations of our 


"Humble us greatly for all the Follies and 


5 icant} Avi for the Vanities 


of our Youth, and the Sinfulnefs of our ripe 
Years; for our Sins of I inſt 
ef Wuß es 


Knowledge, of Wea 

of Omi and of * » gon by 
Law and againſt thy {Fe we ref 32 
tions of Holy e a | 

our own: ciences. We Aa Dri: ade 


them all in thy Preſence, they are our Grief 
and our Shame, and the Burden of our Souls ; 
God a pardon them unto us; blot 
them out of thy Book, bury ther in our da- 
viour's Grave, that they may never ariſe more, 
either in this World to ſhame us, or in the 
World to come to condemn us. 
Aud as we humbly" implore thy pardonin, 
Metey forthe Error of or Life |, 2 
do, importunately beg the Aids of thy Divine 
"Grace to impower us againſt the Dominion 
of Sin for the Time to come; let the Grace 
ne 
Eren 


all U and worldly Luft, pn to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, - and godly in this preferit 
World. And may Almighty God' diſpoſe us 


Grace for ever to — mn faithful 
"that wich full 'Putyole'sf Heart we 
may 


Sa, 


repare 
wn en Fler 


us never be forgetful of our latter z bel 
us practically to underſtand bow frail we are, 


and let us wiſely prepare for that great Change 
of ours, which will tranſlate every Soul of us 
2 hang and everlaſting State. 1 
Extend thy ſs and Compathon to t 
whole World : Pity the deplorable Ruins of 
Mankind; think upon thedark Corners of t 
Earth, where thy Golpel is not; preach: 


1 


Kindneſs to this 
Mas 9 p 


belang 3 
don our Sins, avert our ] uugmen — pa 
Breaches, compoſe our unreaſonable Di ifions : 


' tage by 
500 


— 


Fan- 


+ 


A Family Rragr- 259. — © 


wy 
- —— — 
3 Ig", a = P 


(x60 1 Fabi Prayer. 


ſive and Deliverance'out'of tem.“ Ren an 


our Relations, Friends, and Ac 


Pardon and fo forgive our Enemies, — enable 


us to forgive them. alſo. 
And now, O Father! Accept, we'p pray thee, 
our thankful Returns of all' the 9 6: 
"thy Goodneſs towards us; for our 
and all the 


thy wonderful Love in the R 
Mankind by the Son of thy Love, 
Jeſus : We bleſs Thee for the Means of Grace, 


Andi for the Hope of Glory, We thank Thee 


for all the Comforts and Conveniencies of Life 
afforded to us, fer Hand of Provi- 
dence over us this” Shit, and for raiſing 
us up this Morning to ſee the Light of another 
Day. Take ee 

lar Care and Protection, proſper the Labour 
f or Hands, 
- Undertakings z/ preſerve' us from the” Evil of 
Sin, and keep us in perpetual Peace and Safety, 
thro” Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; in whoſe pre- 
valling Name and Words we further call op- 
0 ; Our-Father, * — 


* 
Nenne 


and 
f 


805 


ae 8 2 e 
n on 


Holy 


and bleſs us in all our lawful | 
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Its 1 


* 


5 


N the Difficillties of La and 
br Hai in and under the Agonies of 50 Bel Wt 


: 5 barter r Doch in 
een 0 


3 A Family. Priybe. er 
ons of Liſe let thy Grace be abiindan 
cent for us: Leade us not one Moment to 
our. ſelves,” leſt we gmt ts Ever 


Fempttion ; but carry ppl 25 
power- 


4 


ever mindful of our latter End, and 
ha ering or (ts rich th" 

Expectation 2 Oontindatce of Lime 
Here in the World ; but let it be our rent Am. 
bitten and Deſife, 'nbt {6 much to lire long, as 
0 Ny well, to be uſeful and ferviceableto'Al- 
mig oa in gur Plate and 'Gentration ; 


. 
d er win bg 4 

he tath, and inthe Day 
5 e  Reniem- 
* der; 
Antichiift: en. 
n's Kin dom, and 
10 Bmerntunce, and 
5 "for di Pof 


: ard 2 0 5. 
e 
9 and Tela: Humble us 


of our n 
We Gotta, wad ut te wn 


8 * oY ' his 
« Throne, 


Hope and 


| * 


"Yeffroy the 


pracivus to theſe Natiohs of | 


Sins, avert our impend- | 
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—— : 1 
of this Qovernment we may 


pray Thee, all thy Fathe 


ha [4A — 


and grant tha the Senſe 
nel ray! — — and Se- 


Windo and 


Ir to their Repentance x raiſe ow 
thy Will, and-give them Wiſdom 
* © lea the me of — Lives in 
E and 3 and prepar 
5 the like — 2 9 
Finally, eng proſe thy Holy Nas 
for all 'thy Mereĩes vouchlifed' ro So for the 
Source and Fountain of them all , \the Holy 
Jeſus; for alt-the 2 I 7 


G s 3 
Acro; e a 
—— Wen 


Vee our Neaſon, for the Preſervation of our | 


Health and Strength, "for Hy -witbhul Care — | 
and good Providence over un hb Der. 
en us the Sint of this Day, - whether in 


10 Sr e rote, IR afort- 
tion, {id _ TI it, og Phe; Bro 
ter 


„ re 


eee erer PH GooP EE OOO EEWWUWUROUO.2z 


let us be 
ſe- 


one of us in our 
we hum- 


Morning, 


T hee faithfully and pain · 


dying Hour. All which 
in the Name and Mediation of the in- 


every 
rthy Jeſus, who in Compaſſion to | 


| y.wo 
our Infirmi 


fully to- our 
bly beg 


And when we awake in the 


164 A Prayer for a private Perſon. 
veral Vocations ſerve 


os v4 


ties has commanded us to 


Dur Father, &c. 


e Prayer for Bol Perſon 


oY 71555 


Al 10 TH 15 BY 


LiF 711: 
2 0 Wl 


nour and, Glory, and may fo order 


1 7123 ——ů———— — 


A Prayer for a private Penta. 266 
entire Truſt und —— 


Spirit, ſor the Time to come, ſo di ſanc⸗ 
tify, aud govern both my Heart and Life in 
the Ways of thy Lows, nd in the Works of 

Commandments, that in all my Thoughts; 


keit 


* 


6 Ae 8 Pexfur- * 
— Erideavours 


accept my ſincere 
rify Thee. Wherein I have been wont to flip, 


cher Kod and e ad follow oi 
who labours among us in'thy Wan and Dec: 
trine. 1 

don their Sins, and ſupply their Wants. - Re- 
member all my Relations for good, -requite the 
Kindneſs of my Friends, and. forgive:my E- 
nemies, and enable me to forgive them. alſo. 
Theke Mercies, with whatſoever elſe thou 


know'| to be needful for me and all Mankind, = 


I humbly beg in the Name and Mediation of 
my blefled K taught 


me: am — "wy 41 e 


x * 
& Ti: Hat? 


4 Bong Proje or « privute 2 
"OST holy and ever-blefſed Lord G04 


rr 
ercy- ſeat, to adore and praiſe thy glorious 
— — Care and Provi- 


gracious 
dence over me the Day paſt; Pardon unto! 


me (moſt (merciful Father, I moſſ bunibly bo- 


ſeech — I have — or 
omitted contrary to my Reſolutions 
and Obligations ; pity my Weakneſſes, and 
vours to ſerve and glo- 


Lord, help me to be more watchful ;- 


the Father of Mercies, the Fountain f 
Goodneſs,' and the Author of all Grace i I de- 


ers. a 8 


— 
„. 


—— — 


A Prayer for a private Penn. * : 

Sin which-I carry, about with-me, and wh 
os oh: 

5 2 855 Es e Wk 


— — 8 The 
m the Things of Frs _ . 
to mind tbe, Things of Eternity and anothe 
| as certainly as. if 

lily. Eyes. Hear 
Supplicatians and F 


| Fice, 
to the Maintenance of thy true Religion and 
Godlineſs. Let all that miniſter unto Thee 


0 ep J. Doge, and the both by the Puri- 


3 of = 
lives, to wie io a Joveef Holineſs 


Religion, Dar ty wy ie the Sr fr 
H 4 ever 


168 A roger goa Paſs 


7:47 


Condition than m 1 7 ; ſupply their Was, 
out of thy and work in me a 


Reach of Difpſnion to adminiſter o he | 


 Neceffities according 9 Ability. 
my thankful Nau, to thy Maj 

thy Mercies, for the Fountain of 
the Holy Jeſus ; for all the invaluable Bene- 
fits of his Ihcarnation, Death, Paffion, Reſur- 


 redtion, Aſcenſion, and Interceffon; for the 
Giſt of thy Holy Spirit, for the Light of thy. 
glorious Gaſpel, for all the Comforts and Con- 
veniences of Life afforded to me, which = 


ny better than my ſelf are deprived- of; for 
thy watchful Care and good | Hand of Provi- 
e over me this Day; 'Receiye e into 


keep me from 

Bed ; let the natural . 
me in mind, ann) e of fleep'in the 
Boſom of the Grave, and wake no more till 
the Morning of the Reſurrection; ſor which' 
ſolemn Hour, good Lord prepare and fit me 
and af! Mankind, by a fenen d frame a Heart 
and a Religious courſe of Lie, for thy Mercies 
ſake in Chriſt Jeſus, who tuith boch directed 


Our 5 de. 


— 


Protection this Night, j 2 Reſt, ad 


and commanded me, when I prey, toys 


— ·ͤ·˙ Q SIR e 1 wr ies 2 2 x. N <Q OA 22 A, 


- (26g ) | 


A Pre, before the Sacrament. 


0 and Ever-g lot ious God ! vie 
dwelleſt in the higheſt Heavens, yet in 
the ery ir) and . loweſt Hearts; in a 


cellencies, as allo in a deep Senſe of my own 
Vileneſs and Unworthineſs, I come urito Thee, 
| beſeeching Thee, for the Paſſion of thy dear 
8 ee e poor” Prodigal, now 
a 1 my ſelf at thy 
8 fs» Oh of W 
Diſobedience, and 
1 erefore e Pan Goa AI Rd ee 
laſting Wrath : But thou of thine infinite 
Goodneſs haft promiſed me thy Favour and 
| n in Chrift, if at the Call and Invi- 
po ge Me 


: n Nn 
x . 


Time to come, not to allow n 
knows Th bl to uſe all thoſe 
ſcribed by Thee for he 
Advantage, 0 for 
tion of all m 


e whoſe Thi 


a Sant 0 


Avi! 


great 
Sight of thy infinite Majeſty, and adorable Ex- 


rath, 


170 A Prayer before the Sacrament. 


of Merey towards me have been from everlaſt- 
ing, I. dedicate my ſelf, Soul, Body, and Spi- 


rit, to thy Service and Glory, as a ſmall Re- 


turm of Duty and Thankfulneſs for chy ma 
leſs Love, oma to ſerve Thee. in Ri 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs all the Days of 
my Life. O thou bleſſed = Js} the precious 
. of God, pt was made ari Of- 
fering for Sin, and who haft declared thy . 
Readineſs to receive and embrace Repenting 
and Returning Sinners, receive me gracjouſiy, 
who am e and bevy lakes wb" the 
Burden of my Sins, a Ty 1 
rumbs that fall 


Faith to = unto I own my 
al, much more un- 


unworthy to 8 u 
from 4 e * 

my to be entertain'd at it; but ſeeing ſuch 
in thy N Grace and Love 2 15 


vite me to the Participation of thy Belf, 
here with all Fl umility accept Ther 


and Saviour, for my | Ent, 
Prophet: SES me. . by oy 
rati 


Tal to this Es 
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172 Fey after the Sacrament. 


and ſworn Allegiance to my -and 
my Saviour ; O keep it in the 4-5 1 
Heart for ever to continue ſtedfaſt in 
yenant ; and let neither the Smiles of u 
ing World allure me; nor the Frowns, Threats, 
and Terrors of an World, be ever able 
to drive me from my „or hinder me in 
the Way of Well - doing. Holy Father, ac- 
cept, I Thee, of that renew'd Dedi- 
cation which I have made of my ſelf this 
Day unto Thee, even of whole Man, 
Soul, Body, and Spirit, to thy-Service and 
Honour. And now, Glory be to Thee, O 
God the Father; whom 1 ſhall from chi Day 
forward with an humble Expectation look up 
unto, as my Father and God in Covenant : 
Glory be to Thee, O God the Son, who haſt 
loved me, and waſhed me from my Sins in 
thine own Blood, and. art now become. my Sa- 
viour, my Juſtifier and Redeemer : Glory be 
to Thee, O God the Holy Ghoſt, who hal by 
the Power of thy victorious Grace overcome 
<eObſtinacy of my Heart, and turned it from 
Sin to God. O Lord God! ook boratongr s 
pleaſed to permit me to m iſmal 
Covenant; O grant me the A of thy 
rer to that Cove · 
nant for truly, I am thy Servant}? heartily 
— Per! O det me never more 
| Kart. aſide from my Vows like a broken Bow, 
but pive' me ſoch 2 Stexdfaſtrieſs and Stability 
Mind, ſuch a Firmneſs and Fixedneſs of 
'Refolution, that my after Converſation may 
be ſuitable both to my preſent Profeſſion and 
| Rh. in. all 


„ for a Child, ws © 

| ies, and in all Conditions, walk wor- 
= S i eter e 
- the' Senſe of my Re- 
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Heart with a never4failing” 
Mankind, whom I pt fr ee 


eſpecially to hin Chu and to theſe Nations 
under his 's Care and Inſpection (whom 
may God Almighty for ever bleſs) and work 


mig 
in the Minds of all Chriſtians a Dread of thy 
Name, and Honour of their Superiors, and 
an unfcigned Charity one towards another. 
All which Mercies I bumbly beg in the 
of the Holy Jeſus, laying, Our Father, &c. 


A Bro or «Hh, to be ujed 
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Almighty God, WU we, . and haſt 
1 preſerved me to this Hour, I ptaiſe and 

glorify thy Name for all thy-Mercies. . Look 
beſeech T hee 3 Pardon all my Sins, and give 
me Grace to remember and put in practice my 
Baptiſmal Vow, by renouncing the Devil and 


att bir Parts. Ordorthou incline 
to that which is good; give me Grace to 
Thes and to keep thy Com ente; 
dutiful to my Father\ and Mother, obedient 
* eachers, humble and reverent to all 
Pe — meek and courteous to all People; 
and enable me to do to others 25 I would hv, 
them do to me. 2 a bt. 
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me by thy Holy Spirit, — 

Glory, and hereafter attain eve 
Lord, bleſs all my Relations © 

and ſave and them and me Fre — 


27 2 


thro” Jeſus =—3x 
gt eee 8 
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F 4 Progr 485 2 into the 


pray Thee, and accept of my Services 
enable me, and all who are this Day met in 
thy Name, to worſhip Thee in Spirit and in 
| Tauch. Let thy Holy Spirit help our Infirmi- 
ties, and diſpoſe our Hearts to Seriouſneſs, At- 
5 — — 
improve this Opportunity to onQUT 
thy holy Name, and the Benefit of our Souls, 
ddr W — 
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8 . O Lord, for this Op- 
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this Day, or N. ev ; 
[ this Day, or Weller . 


Loan; 1 he ali, I 


© Grant 
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Grant that I, and all that profeſs th Name, 
3 Wend, ind got Hearers 

: Pardon our Wandrings and Imperfec- 
RN 
6 Amen. 


Grace before Meat. 
Bees O led agg pg Craturs, 


which we are now about to receive; give 

them Strength to nouriſh us, and us Grace to 

ſerve Thee, they Jelm (Sei our Lord. Amen. 
E acknowlddge, O'God, our 


Lite 20 
W upon Thee, and give thee Thanks for 
feeding us at this Time, N 
Benefits. 
[God preſerve his Church, — f 
Royal Family, and theſe Reims 
us Grace, and Peace, and Life N 
thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


| Another Grace before Meat.” 
Lek 
I way employ 2 
Serge — 
Grace after Meat... 


] Give thee hearty Thanks, O Lord, for this 
preſent — t P14 
18 received: Grant that as I continually 


depend upon Thee, ſo I maj n thy | 
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2 is the Day, the Lord's own Day, 
Day of Holy Reſtt: 
© bre cur bear ele * 
That Reſt will pleaſe Thee beſt. 


This is the : Day, the Day, O 1. EY 
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"ke Inc © 2s 
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om y FRE 

With Wah ak Bro Price than en Blvod, | 15 
of vs: all, 4 | Ser | 


Hadi Thou hot e at vt Jie. 
But dy'd-eternall he 

Wen live to him 1 4% d for 2 
Aud praiſe bis Name on High. 77 I 


This 4dy/ait indeed; and "roſe aging 
And didſt aſcend on High, 
That we poor Sinpers Joſt and dead, | 
| n live eternally. 
: VEST I 
bk Thy Blood was {bed infledd of ours, 
F - + Thy Soul our. Guilt did bear, 
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| Ar Hymn for the Marvin. Ar T 
Welcome and dear unto my Soul t r G4 3 

Is thy moſt Holy. Day © +: |; 5. r |. 
But what a Sabtiath ſhall T key pan | 


With Thee, my God, for ye! 


I come, I wait, I hear, I pray's 5 

Thy Footſteps, Lord; I trace: * 

I j to thiok this is the Way: I: Ok F 
o ſee my. Saviour's Face... . | 


These nd iy Peptid Days, - 24 
And when my Soul ig dreſs ll, 18 
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To mine * Reſt. | 
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Aud nated Thee I dedicate - 171 
The Firft-fruits of this Day. | 


ee 
And gave me ſweet Repoſe; 27 1 
My God did watch, een üg 1 fa, T { 
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Or I had never roſe n: rl 4 * 
How many i wiſts for Sleep, 
Until ff of Day, | 
Weary both of their Bed and Lie, 14. 
Wg I fecurely lay! 4 83 555 Behar + 
288 
Whillt I did fleep, all Dangers dept, 
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No Flames 8 
The Houſe tat I in: 
I heard 20 ee ds eee, 

Nor doleful Oroans within. 01 


What Terrors have I ſcap'd this * 
Which have on others fell! | 
My Body might have flept its oy” 
y Soul have wak d in Hell. 


Let this Day praiſe Thee, O my O, 
And ſo let all my Day:; 

And, O let my Eternal L 
e ION TRIs 


As Hynin, * 


M* 8 
My ſtrong and ſure 
For all the Mercies of this Day 
I bleſs thy Providence. 
As in the Day thou-art about 
The Path wherein I tread ; 


So now, a herein Tre = | 
r 


Gol wa my Sun and en all Da, J 
My Keeper and my Guide; EY 1 
His was on my \Feailey hren, 
1 
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Minutes Ste quied, but. Meroes were 4 
More ſwift and free ee len 


New Time, new Favours, —_ 

Do a new Song require 
TillI all priſe Thee a I would, Is 
RETRY Heart's Deſire. A 14 


A hon W 


NO from. tie Altar of my Heart 
Let Incenſe-Flames ariſe : - 
Afﬀiſt me, Lord, to offer up 

My Evening Sacrifice. 
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Thine Ange ry cee, | 
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Boch now and ers 
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Into thy Hands do I commie 
My Spirit, which is thy Due; " 

For why ? thou haſt cond i, e 120 
Yea, didſt. rederm it too. LG AY 


Lord, if I live, et me be thine, ' C9. 
Thine alſo if I die: 14 
Come Lie, cow Gch, r Heaven mine 

Amen, Amen, rl 


As Hyma-bifore the Sacrament, 
THls Dey de Lara of Hoſts invites - 
Unto a coſtiy Feaſt :; "YR 
I will take care, and will prepare ; 
Jo be a welcome Guelt. 
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But be and what am I, O Lord? 1 
Unholy, and unf,ʒ/ 7 
Te come within oy nm, © or at 5 
Nee ST wan t. I wo 


Awake, Repentance, Faith, awd Lore, 
Awake, O ev'ry Grace, | 
To meet your Lord with one e accord, 
In his ** Place. 


ne ns Hand 
Cauſe no Diſtur bangs Mind, © . 
22 viour chide. 5 


O my. Lord, ue Time draws 

SEO © Bn nt >; 

Stand wich ny Pandn fed by, A 
Perſwade me to Believe. . _ 


eſus now be ſtrange, 
47 der M. lt San me, 
But cauſe thy Face to ſhine upon 


. The Soul chat longo-for Thee. 


Come, bleſſec Spirit, from Above, 
My cg 


To come again to *. 
With Fulneſs of 
O fe mio ww 
Be fo exceeding ſweet, | | 
And thy Tubs wn” b ** 
nt 5 N oy 
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A Song of Pro: 


| 4 Hymn ety the babe, 
Leno. n 


For me it is too ; 
But, lie T'car the Fleſh of 
And alſo drank his inne 


Myfterious Depths of enden Love! 

My Admiration raiſe : Ka, 
O God, thy Name exalted is 
Above the higheſt Praiſe, - 
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Hu Comforts taſte like 


Chriſt has here 2 
— r 
or whi his N 4 
Longing to fee 1: 1. 2000) 


O when ſhall e ow Figh, 5 
Moft Holy, Juſt, 'and True; „ 20 
To eat that Bread, apd drink that Wine . 


; Which is for ever new. ', _—_ Tr” L [ 

2 1%, HB 140 it ; bo 1 

Te Him der fits pes the Thöne, 1 
a a the Lambs therefore, * 
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O all ye Saints of Heaven nd! 
Edd and Mud the mme: 

Who ſpared not his only 

But gave him 205 : 


Frail Nature 8 — 
The bitter Cup might paſs : » 
But be muſt drink 1 off and * 
2 Father's ure Was. 
Lo, then, 1 cone 6 thy Wt, 
His bleſſed Son © "IE 
Yielding himſelf , to 


* 
_— : 
- = 


fd 2 


lig 1415 1 d 
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on dn Fain 4 


e ke C 
Our Dwelling had. been 1 5 


N 10g 
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He took our 


Whatever is not 
For us it is too 
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+ Which ir er evernow? ; be 


4. 5 


His is Graves/drop tile 
His Comſofti taste like Wine; - 
Sweet Chriſt, thou haſt refreſh'd our r Souls 
Wich thine 'abandane Grieß 
For which we magnify thy Name, 
Longing 'to'feo'thy Freer. be 7 
hen 33k wor node low © 
When ſhall our Souls mount up to Thee, 
Moſt Heß, | Juſt, ant True, | 
To eat that Bread, and drink. that Wise, 
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An Hymn: « ingug for Gly, 4 
Er alem! happy Home, i ec 
Thea nb Tres e, 


When ſhall my Labours have an End? 
Thy Jops | when hal Tf 


2. Thy Guta we richly ſet with Pearl, 
to behold ; 


Thy Walls are all of precious Stone, 
7 hy Streets are pay'd with Gold. 


3. Thy Gardens and thy plant Fin <4 
There are ſuch ſweet — pleaſant rea ; ky q 

As ne er before was ſeen. = 
4. If 12 be thu g ori . 


What Folly 1. Fall bras 
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And Sabbaths have no End. _ 


b. When wilt thou come to me, O Lord? | 
O come, 1 op . e bp 


| | 
+. Jean! My bapo y happy Home, | 
Then ſhall my — 
ö Wenn | 


Amen, Hallelujah, 
| Rev, 22, 20. 
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